Course:
Read 180
Teacher:
Ms. N. Sledge

Brief description:  

            READ 180 is a rigorous reading intervention course that directly addresses individual needs through differentiated instruction, adaptive and instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in reading, writing, and vocabulary skills.  Each class session begins and ends with whole-group teacher-directed instruction. During the time between the whole-group meetings, students break into three small groups that rotate among three stations. At the Computer Instructional Reading Station students use software that independently provides them with intensive, individualized comprehension, vocabulary, and spelling skills practice. During their time at the Independent Reading Station, students build reading comprehension skills through modeled and independent reading of the various paperbacks and audio books. The class library includes titles from popular young adult authors including Caroline B. Cooney, Sharon Draper, Walter Dean Myers, and Sharon Flake. Lastly, when students arrive at the Small Group Instruction Station, they work closely with the teacher at practicing new strategies in order to meet their individual needs.
            This course gives instructors the power to track and analyze student performance at every step. In addition to written assignments, exams, thematic projects, and oral presentations, a variety of software reports accurately assess students to identify their most urgent needs, enabling the program and teacher to adjust instruction accordingly.  The READ 180 software continually adjusts the level of instruction based on student performance. 

Course enduring understandings:

· The effective use of valid evidence is the key to proving any point. 

· A writer’s “voice” is essential to making his or her work appealing. 

· Students’ interest in reading is heavily dependent upon selecting books that are “just right” for them. 

· A sound foundation in literacy will aid their understanding of other content areas.

Course essential questions:

· What makes one story more believable than another? 

· How does remaining open minded aid my understanding of new content? 

· What makes writing powerful?

