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September

Re-commit to academic excellence!


If you transferred to James Madison from another high school, other than a NYC public high school, you 
must submit a copy of your former school’s transcript to the College Office. We cannot mail any required paperwork to colleges, until we receive this transcript!
Important: Refer to Charting the Rigors of the Application Process…handout 
to understand how and when to apply to CUNY, SUNY and private colleges.   

STUDY and OBSERVE ALL DEADLINES.
You need a minimum of three teacher recommendations on file in the College Office.  If you need the College Counselor’s recommendation, type complete answers to all questions on the Student Profile and return to Room 126.
There are hundreds of candidates for graduation.  As a result, time is truly of the essence.

Submit all paperwork that require a College Counselor recommendation to the College Office in

Room 126, at least one month prior to the deadline date.

Register for the SAT.  Go to www.collegeboard.com for SAT testing dates and to register.  

Make an effort to take the SAT I and, if required, SAT IIs by November.  Most colleges, including CUNY,

require the SAT I.  Register online at www.collegeboard.com.  
It is your responsibility to send your SAT or ACT scores to the colleges! 

Currently, most two year community colleges do not require an SAT.  Two year CUNY colleges do

 not require SAT or ACT scores!
Listen carefully to announcements made over the PA system!  Read the electronic boards, check

with the College Office and, most important, communicate with classmates.

 Check with Mrs. Albala, Secretary, before proceeding to Mrs. Shaw, the College Guidance Counselor.    
Continue the College Application Process: Research, compare, discuss, visit campuses, and 

perform thorough scholarship searches. E-mail or call the college for information. 

Most colleges prefer that you complete your application online. After you apply online, you should bring
$3.00 to the College Office to purchase an envelope/postage.  We will make the required inscriptions and 

mail all of you relevant documents to each of the schools to which you have applied.  This is the only way 

we are able to forward a copy of your transcript, the Secondary School Report and teacher recommendations

to the designated schools.  

Arrange interviews with colleges that require them.  You can also request an interview with colleges that do not 

require interviews.

You must obtain a Social Security number, if you do not have one.

All males, at the age of 18, are required to register with the Selective Service to be eligible to receive 
financial aid.  For more information, go to www.selectiveservice.com. Or check the appropriate box 

on your FAFSA form. 
Remember: Researching and applying for scholarships is a continuous process.
Do not pay anyone for scholarship searches!  Use your websites.

Do not pay anyone to fill out your financial aid form!  FAFSA is free!
There is a college for everyone, but one must apply!
October
Attend “College Night” on Tuesday, October 12, 2010 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
STUDY and OBSERVE ALL DEADLINES!

Take SAT I or SAT II. 
Again, it is your responsibility to ensure that the colleges to which you are applying receive the 

results of your standardized test scores on time.  You must have your official scores forwarded to the  
colleges by the College Board and/or ACT. 

There are no exceptions.   Be responsible; observe all deadlines.

November

Study and remain committed to academic excellence; colleges require mid-year grades.  You must pass 

all of your courses, including your physical education class(es).

Complete all standardized tests, i.e. SAT I/ SAT II, ACT
TOEFL may be required for all students who are in the United States for five years or less.  For additional 

information, go to www.toefl.com. In lieu of TOEFL, one may take the English Language Proficiency Test, 

go to www.collegeboard.com. 

It is your responsibility to learn, if the colleges to which you are applying require a CSS Profile. Go to
 www.collegeboard.com and complete the CSS Profile application online.  This is the only financial 
aid application for which you pay a fee.  You may also call (800) 778-6888.

December
STUDY and OBSERVE All DEADLINES!
Take SAT I or SAT II

FAFSA is the Free Application for Student Aid. All colleges require the FAFSA.  DO NOT submit the 

FAFSA before January 2nd. The ideal priority filing deadline is February 15th of each year.   
You will need information from your parents’ Federal Income Tax Return to answer the questions 

on the FAFSA. Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.    FAFSA forms are not available 

in the College Office.   To “jump start” your FAFSA, you can use your parents’ 2009 Income Tax Return. 

This will allow you to obtain preliminary figures to report.  Once received, this will open a “file” for 
the student.  Within 2-3 weeks, you will receive a SAR, (Student Aid Report), based on the financial

information, you initially provided. By the time you receive the SAR, you will be able to replace your
initial dollar amounts with figures from your parents’ 2010 Income Tax Returns. Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov 
and request your PIN now! 
FAFSA Questions:

English (800) 433-3243

“Spanish College Answer” (888) 458-7789

Financial Aid Meeting for Parents of Seniors

Date: TBA
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium

Guest Speaker: Mr. Jim Murphy, Associate Dean CUNY
JANUARY / FEBRUARY

STUDY and OBSERVE ALL DEADLINES!
MID YEAR GRADE REPORTS: Submit addressed, legal size envelope (with two loose stamps and your
name written under the flap) for each college to the College Office. As stated earlier, most colleges require 

these grades.

FAFSA: Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov  as of January 2.  Include at least one CUNY or SUNY or 
private college in New York State on your FAFSA application and you will receive a preprinted Tuition 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY (continued)

Assistance Program (TAP) application. TAP awards are used in New York State only. After filing your 
FAFSA, you will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR), in approximately two - three weeks. The SAR contains information on your Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) and eligibility for federal grants (free money).  
If you estimated your family income, changed your address, etc. on your FAFSA, use your SAR to make 
all the necessary corrections. 
You must sign and return your SAR.  If you need to send your SAR to more than six colleges, look

for the Data Release Number (DRN) at the top of your SAR. You then call (800) 433-3243 to request that

additional colleges receive your FAFSA information or to answer any other questions that you may have. 
MARCH

STUDY and OBSERVE ALL DEADLINES!

WORK! WORK! WORK! Your college acceptance is contingent upon maintaining your GPA.  Colleges have 

the right to rescind their acceptance offer. This would adversely affect any scholarship(s) linked to that offer. 

Do a good deed; encourage a Junior to develop better work/study habits, register to take the SAT during

May or June and begin researching colleges.

APRIL/MAY

You must pass your coursework (including physical education) to meet your graduation requirements! 
Students usually receive college admission notifications by mid-April.  May 2nd is the official

reply date for private colleges. 

Wait for your decisions to come in before making a final choice. Notify colleges of your final decision.

Do not send a deposit to more than one college.  It could backfire and both schools could withdraw

your acceptance. 

Take AP exams.
MANDATORY: Each graduating senior must bring his/her College Information and Financial Aid Survey

 to the College Office before mid-May.  The New York State Department of Education mandates that we

report this information. Therefore, you will not be able to pick up your graduation tickets and/or your 

diploma, if the College Information and Financial Aid Survey is not on file in the College Office-Room 126! 
JUNE

REMEMBER: Each graduating senior must bring his/her College Information and Financial Aid Survey
 to the College Office before mid-May.  The New York State Department of Education mandates that we
report this information. Therefore, you will not be able to pick up your graduation tickets or your cap and gown, if the College Information and Financial Aid Survey is not on file in the College Office-Room 126! 
In addition, you must also give the College Office a legal-size envelope with one loose stamp, addressed 

to the college that you are attending in the fall, so that we may forward your final transcript.  If you are

studying abroad (i.e. England, Israel, Canada, etc.), make certain that you provide international postage. Be sure

to write your name on the inside flap of the unsealed envelope for identification.  Otherwise, you may encounter

a great deal of difficulty when you attempt to register at the college.  Students attending CUNY colleges 

do not have to supply an envelope or postage. 
August graduates will not be able to pick up their diplomas until late September.   Check with your Guidance Counselor after Labor Day for the exact date.

The College Office proudly congratulates the Class of 2011! 
Summer Suggestions:

READ! READ! READ!

Work and help to defray some of your college costs.

If offered, attend first year orientation at your college. 
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