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September

Commit yourself to the task at hand – academic excellence!

“Be in the know!”  Actively listen to the announcements made over the PA system, read the electronic boards, check with the College Office and do converse with your classmates!
Become conscientious about developing and maintaining better work and study skills.
If you transferred to James Madison from another high school (other than a NYC public school), you must submit a copy of your former school’s transcript to the College Office. Colleges will not process your paperwork, until they receive this transcript from the College Office!  
October

Take the PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test to practice for the SAT and to qualify for National Merit Scholarships.  An announcement will be made on how to sign up for this exam.
You must attend “College Night” on Tuesday, October 12, 2010 from 7: 00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
November
Humbly, begin an open dialogue with your parents/guardians about how to best finance your college education.  Keep an open mind.
Where are you volunteering? 
December, January, February
Ask yourself, “What characteristics of a college appeal to me; size, location, cost, academic rigor, diversity…”  Begin to research your college choices and scholarship opportunities.  Use your websites, as well as these:
www.collegeboard.com, www.petersons.com, www.review.com, www.collegelink.com, www.fastweb.com, www.wiredscholar.com, www.scholarships.com, www.usnews.com, www.finaid.org, www.cuny.edu. www.suny.edu... 
You are smart!  Begin a folder entitled, “College Application Process.”  Keep all of your college information organized for easy reference.
March

Go to www.collegeboard.com and check for the dates that the SAT is given.  Register to take the appropriate SAT and start or continue your college search on this site.  You may also take the ACT exam; www.act.org.  Although the ACT Writing is optional, take it.
Have you registered for an SAT preparatory course?   Kaplan, Princeton Review and Revolution are each offering SAT preparatory courses at Madison!  Select one and hop to it!  Princeton Review ($399) 1-718-375-5591 or Kaplan ($599) 1-800-KAP-TEST or Revolution (price based on family income) 1-877-REV-PREP.
Another option for the financially challenged is a free summer SAT preparatory program.  Go to www.letsgetready.org/programs
Make appointments with colleges that you intend to visit during spring break.
April
Stay focused!

The College Board is encouraging all students to register online for the SAT I or the SAT II exams at www.collegeboard.com.
Note: Sunday test dates follow each Saturday test date for students who cannot test on Saturday because of a religious observance. Sabbath observers must include a letter from their clergyman with an initial paper application.   Subsequent applications may be done online.   

NOTE: As a senior, you will be sending your SAT scores to the colleges of your choice.  You will be able to send your SAT scores to four colleges free of charge.   Save yourself some $.   When you take the SAT exam, in the fall of your senior year, remember to use the code 2950 and all of the colleges in the City University of New York (CUNY) will receive your scores.  
Discuss the possibility of your teachers writing you a recommendation.  You will be required to have three teacher recommendations on file in the College Office, in your senior year. 
During spring break, visit colleges that you are interested in attending.
May
Important: You must sit for an Advanced Placement (AP) test, if you are in an Advanced Placement course! 
Which SAT II exams do your college choices require you to take?  If you are not taking the SAT II exam(s), take the SAT I or the ACT.

June
Remember to return your neatly typed Student Profile to the College Office before Regents Week.   Mrs. Shaw, the College Guidance Counselor, will not be able to write you a letter of recommendation, if your Student Profile is not on file.  Mrs. Shaw’s recommendation is in addition to the three teacher recommendations. 

Do a good deed – explain the significance of Junior Year, as it relates to the college process, to a sophomore.

Take the SAT I or the ACT or the appropriate SAT II exams.

Schedule campus visits with colleges that you are interested in attending. 
Read! Read extensively!  Obtain your Suggested Reading list from the English Department.
Continue your volunteer work throughout the summer.

Summer Suggestions
· Are you eligible to participate in one or more of these unique opportunities?  Go to                www.questbridge.org and www.tellurideassociation.org.
· Are you an outstanding student who is interested in being considered for a full merit/leadership scholarship for the Robertson Scholars Program; a collaborative program between Duke University and UNC Chapel Hill (www.robertsonscholars.org)?   What about a partial scholarship to the University of Rochester or Rensselear Polytechnic Institute?  If so, research these institutions and see Mrs. Shaw in the College Office, by mid September. 

· Continue to research your college choices and scholarship opportunities.
· Practice filling out a college application by using the common application.  Go to www.commonapp.org.
· The City University of NY (CUNY), www.cuny.edu  and State University of New York (SUNY) www.suny.edu will require you to apply online as a senior.  Research your college choices, while familiarizing yourself with these sites.  Do check out Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on both websites.  You will receive answers to most, if not all of your questions. Remember to research scholarship opportunities on these sites.
· With your family, make scheduled visits to campuses that you have fully researched and are interested in attending. 







