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Public Speaking Summer Assignment

                                                                                                                           June 2011

Dear Students,











Regardless of whom you are or what career you are considering for the future, it is very likely that you will have to speak publicly at some point in your life.  This may be something as simple as a presentation for your colleagues, a comment at a community meeting, or even a toast at your best friend’s wedding.   Whatever the purpose, you need to be prepared for that day.

Public speaking is a skill that everyone needs to learn for various reasons:

 

1. Almost every one of us will be involved in public speaking in some form at some point in our lives, so we need to be prepared to do a good job when that time comes.

2. Employers consistently rank public speaking and related communication skills as one of the top skills they look for in employees.

3. Being an effective public speaker gives you the tools to make a difference in your business, in your community, even in the world.

 

While it may be difficult to feel grateful for the chance to practice your public speaking skills when you are behind a podium and staring out into a sea of eyes, that type of practice is what will help you experience the benefits listed above.

In Public Speaking class this year, you will learn several important skills for both delivering and writing powerful speeches.  This summer, I’d like for you to take some time to consider just what qualities make a speech and its delivery strong.

The Assignment:

Martin Luther King’s speech “I Have a Dream” is considered to be one of the greatest speeches ever written.  For this assignment, you should read “I Have A Dream” and focus on the five following key lessons that make a speech famous:

· Emphasize phrases by repeating at the beginning of sentences. Anaphora (repeating words at the beginning of neighboring clauses) is a commonly used rhetoric device.  Repeating the words twice sets the pattern, and further repetitions emphasize the pattern and increase the rhetorical effect. 

To do:  List all the occurrences of anaphora in this speech.  “I Have a Dream” is just one of eight cited uses of anaphora in this speech.  Write down the other seven uses of anaphora and cite the paragraphs in which they occur and how many time Dr. King used each phrase.

· Repeat key “theme” words throughout the speech

To do: Repetition in forms like anaphora is quite obvious, but there are more subtle ways to use repetitions as well.  One way is to repeat key “theme” words throughout the body of a speech.  If you count the frequency of words used in King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, interesting patterns emerge.  The most commonly used noun is freedom, which is used twenty times in the speech.  This makes sense, since freedom is one of the primary themes of the themes.  List other key themes and how many times the words are used.

· Utilize appropriate quotations or allusions

To do: Evoking historic and literary references is a powerful speech writing technique which can be executed explicitly (a direct quotation) or implicitly (allusion).  You can improve the credibility of your arguments by referring to appropriate words of credible speakers/writers in your speech.  How did Dr. King use other people’s words to make his speech more powerful?  List these allusions and where they came from. (For example, biblical allusions)

· Use specific examples to “ground” your arguments

To do:  Your speech is greatly improved when you provide specific examples which illustrate a logical argument.  One way Dr. King accomplishes this is to make numerous geographic references throughout his speech.  What are these geographic references and why are they important?

· Use metaphors to highlight contrasting concepts

To do:  Metaphors allow you to associate your speech concepts with concrete images and emotions.  Dr. King contrasts segregation with racial justice by evoking the contrasting metaphors of dark and desolate valley (of segregation) and sunlit path (of racial justice).  What other metaphors are used?

You are expected to have this assignment completed by the first week of school.  This assignment will count as your first grade.

