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Genocide Summer Assignment

Please watch the movie Hotel Rwanda and answer the following questions on your own sheet of paper. The movie can be borrowed at your local public library or rented from Blockbuster, Netflix, etc. If you wish, you may watch the movie together with friends who are also in the class, but each person must write his or her own answers for the questions. Due when we return to school in September.




Optional Supplement: Read A Sunday at the Pool in Kingali by Gil Courtemanche, which is a love story set in the time of the 1994 Rwandan genocide.  Be aware that the novel deals with difficult and upsetting topics.  Reading this novel and watching the movie will give you a much deeper understanding of the Rwandan genocide and hope for recovery from such horrific events.  

Background Information: 


The movie Hotel Rwanda tells the true story of Paul Ruseabagina, a Rwandan man who was the manager of a four-star hotel, the Milles Collines Hotel, in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda. There are two main groups in Rwanda, the Hutus and the Tutsis. In 1994, a civil war was going on between the Hutu-controlled government and a rebel army of Tutsis. A group called the Interhamwe, which believed in Hutu Power and sought the destruction of the Tutsi population, took control and ordered the Hutus to kill all of the Tutsis. By the end of the genocide, nearly a million Tutsis were killed-- one out of every ten people in the country. The United Nations (you will see its troops in light blue hats or vests in the movie) had troops in Rwanda and was trying to create a peace treaty between the Hutu government and the Tutsi rebel army. However, the UN troops were not allowed to use force to protect people and did little to stop the genocide. 


Paul Ruseabagina is a Hutu, but his wife Tatiyana is a Tutsi. Paul started out to save his wife and children, but he ended up saving the lives of 1,268 people (Tutsis and Hutus who had helped or sympathized with the Tutsis) in his hotel. This is his story.

Short answer (3-4 sentences) questions:

1. What type of language is used on the Hutu Power Radio station to describe the Tutsi people? How is the Hutu Power Radio station important to the Interhamwe?

2. According to the man in the bar, how was the Hutu vs. Tutsi distinction created? What is the history of the conflict between Hutus and Tutsis?

3. What limitations are there on the UN soldiers? What can and can’t they do?

4. When the cameraman talks about how people will react to seeing the footage of the massacres on TV, he says, “They’ll say, ‘Oh my God, that’s horrible.’ Then they’ll go on eating their dinners.” Is this true? Why?

5. The UN officer tells Paul, “You should spit in my face…” Why does he say this to Paul? Do you agree?

6. What specific techniques does Paul use to save the refugees at the hotel?

7. What do we hear on the radio about the United States’ reaction to the genocide?

8. Why does the Interhamwe leader (the supply guy) George Rutaganda tell Paul to take the River Road? 

9. Why does Paul decide not to leave with his family on the first UN convoy? Was this a good decision?

10. How does Paul convince the General (Augustin Bizimungu) to call off the attack at the hotel?

Extended Response Question--Write one page on the following questions: 

What do you think the purposes of the film Hotel Rwanda were? What did the screenwriter and director want the audience to take away from the movie? Give examples. What emotions did you feel while watching the film? What was your personal response to the film? What questions do you still have about the Rwandan genocide?

