Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment for Incoming 11th Grade

Step 1: Before you read your book, write down your answers to the following questions:

· What is the American Dream?

· What ideas, values, goals, themes, and topics are particularly American?

· Who represents America?  Who speaks for America?  Whose voices are powerful in America?

Step 2:  Select one book from the list and read it:

Title 







Author

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents


Julia Alvarez

Woman Warrior





Maxine Hong Kingston

The Chosen






Chaim Potok

Slaughterhouse Five





Kurt Vonnegut

Their Eyes were Watching God



Zora Neale Hurston

Invisible Man






Ralph Ellison

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay 

Michael Chabon

As I Lay Dying





William Faulkner

Native Son






Richard Wright

On the Road






Jack Kerouac

Go Tell it on the Mountain




James Baldwin

The Sun Also Rises





Ernest Hemingway

The Color Purple





Alice Walker

Winesburg, Ohio





Sherwood Anderson

The Things They Carried




Tim O’Brien

Step 3: Write down the title and author of the book you read.  Then, answer the same questions you answered for Step 1, but base your answers on the book you read.   You must use at least three textual examples (direct quotes citing page numbers) to support your response (one example for each question).  

How did reading your book change or expand your understanding?

· Title and author

· Based on your book, what is the American Dream?

· Based on your book, what ideas, values, goals, themes, and topics are particularly American?

· Based on your book, who represents America?  Who speaks for America?  Whose voices are powerful in America?

Turn in both sets of answers (step 1 and step 3) during the first week of school.

Step 4: You will be giving a short presentation to your classmates about your book during the first few weeks of school.  I will give you more information about this mini-presentation when school begins.  
