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Phylis Shulman
	 Summer Assignment

Incoming 8th Grade Students

Option II:  Weather
 

Next year, you will study about the Earth in your science class. One of the topics will be the Earth’s weather and the storms it creates.  Hurricane season started on June 1st and it will last until November 1st.  This season some scientists predict 3-6 major hurricanes. Will this happen?  When and where will they occur?  How severe will they be?  

 

 This summer science In order to better understand what a hurricane is and to begin to prepare for next year we are a summer science project.  This project will involve a few hours of work following a hurricane and doing research to learn more about hurricanes.  The purpose of this is to familiarize you with the planet we live on.

 

The written report is due on Monday September 20, 2010 and will be collected and graded by your eighth grade science teacher.  

 


 

	The Project

 

This project has 4 parts.  You are to do all the parts and staple them together along with a cover page.  The cover page should contain your name, school, date and class.  Neatness counts.

 


 

	Part 1: Weather Conditions

 

You are to track and record the weather in your area for two weeks.  Use the following chart.


 

	Location: 

 

City ___________________

State ____________________
Country __________________


 

	Date
	Temperature

 

High
Low
	Precipitation

(inches or mm)
	Wind Speed

(MPH or KPH)
	Source of Information
	Prediction for tomorrow

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

 

	Part 2: Your Own Experiences

 

Write several paragraphs telling what you think you know about hurricanes.  Do not do any research or get outside information.  In your paragraphs include:

· What you know about what creates a hurricane? 
· What you know about past hurricanes? 
· Have you been in a hurricane?  Tell what it was like. 
· What are the effects of a hurricane? 


 

 

	Part 3: Questions about Hurricanes
Complete the background questions about hurricanes.  Copy the question and use the websites to write good summarized answers.  Write 4-5 sentences for each question.  Do NOT COPY or plagiarize from the Internet.

 

1

Describe the conditions that cause a hurricane to form.

http://library.thinkquest.org/C003603/english/hurricanes/causesofhurricanes.shtml

http://www.howstuffworks.com/hurricane.htm 

http://www.weatherquestions.com/What_causes_hurricanes.htm  

2

Describe the parts of a hurricane.

http://drake.marin.k12.ca.us/stuwork/rockwater/Hurricanes/partsofahurricane.html
http://www.co.orange.tx.us/parts_of_hurricane.htm
3

What stages does a storm go through as it develops into a hurricane?

http://teachertech.rice.edu/Participants/louviere/hurricanes/stages.html
(Scroll down to phases)
4

How are hurricanes classified?

http://www.greyhawkes.com/ps/class.html
5

What is storm serge? And why does it cause so much damage?

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/tg/wsurge/wsurge.htm 

http://www.usatoday.com/graphics/weather/gra/gsurge/flash.htm
6

How are hurricanes named?  Is your name on this year’s list?

http://www.fema.gov/kids/hunames.htm 




 

 

	Part 4: Scrapbook

You are to follow the news (Newspapers, TV, Radio, or Internet) for any storms in the Atlantic Ocean that may build into hurricanes.  Clip the newspaper articles or Internet articles and make a scrapbook. Keep following the storm and collect the articles throughout the storm’s “life”.  Not all storms become hurricanes so you may have a couple of false starts.  Include the collection of news stories as part of this project. 

 

A good website to start at is: http://www.hurricanetrack.com
 

Only half of the collection of articles can come from Internet sources.








