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Beginning Concert Band

Course Description:

Each student will be assigned an instrument, which they will learn to play over the course of the school year.  In the first half of the year the class will focus on the fundamentals of music.  We will read through the method book

Band Expressions.  In doing this we will learn the mechanics of the instruments and how to read music.  In the second half of the year we will focus on music for the Spring Festival.  Each student will have the opportunity to perform in the Spring Festival.


Class Materials:

Students are expected to come to class every day prepared for instruction 

           with:
1. Mouthpiece or drumsticks

2. Pen and pencil (writing in music is done in pencil)

3. A small section of your notebook devoted to music.

Units of Study/Essential Questions:


Unit 1- How to read music.  


Essential Question- How do you know what the notes on the staff mean? 

 
Unit 2-Assembling an instrument and getting a sound.  Beginning to learn 

                     where the notes are on the instrument.


Essential Question-How do you begin to play music on your instrument?


Unit 3-Working through the method book, Band Expressions.  This 

                      includes learning and playing the musical pieces in the book.

           Essential Question-How do you play a song and make it sound like 

                                           music?


Unit 4-Learning and playing the music that will be performed in the Spring 

                     concert.


Essential Question-How do you prepare a musical piece for performance?

Course Expectations

· Students are expected to be at every class.

· Students are expected to be in class on time.

· Students are expected to be prepared for class.

· Students are expected to participate in class and play their instrument.

· Students are expected to come to and be on time for rehearsals.

· Students are expected to take their instruments home to practice.

Course Objectives


Students will learn to read music and play it on their instrument.

           This will include learning to interpret a piece of music so that they can play                

            it in an intelligent way.


Students will learn the mechanics of playing an instrument.  They will  

           develop an understanding of how the instrument works and the technical 

           ability to play the instrument.


Students will develop the confidence and the ability to perform the music 

           they learn in public.  They will learn to function as part of a performance 

           group.

Course Requirements
Grading Policy:  

In class playing and participation



40%

Taking your instrument home to practice


40%

Written Work




                     10%

Tests







10%

