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Introduction

We have an exciting and challenging year ahead for us. There are three goals for you to achieve this year. The first goal is to learn 7th  grade Social Studies. The second goal is to have you develop first-rate organizational skills that will assist you in all your academic subjects. Last, and equally important is for each of you to further develop social skills in support of group work.

Course Description

The textbook we’ll be using is titled, United States History and New York History: Beginnings to 1877 by Holt McDougal.   You’ll need the textbook to assist you in completing various assignments throughout the school year.  Students will be supplied with a textbook; however an interactive Edition of the text is available online at go.hrw.com.  Students may download chapters to their computer or download an audio version to an MP3 player.

As a 7th grader, you will be learning about geography, including mapping skills and its impact on exploration of the New World.  We will be traveling back to the age of exploration through colonization of the North American Continent, the foundation of the United States of America.  We will examine the trials of Our New Government faced from its inception through the Civil War. 

Class Rules

1. Always raise your hand. 

2. Never get out of your seat without permission.

3. Clean up after yourself.

4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

5. Remember Always Be:



 




Prompt

Polite &

Productive

Exams and Projects

Students will be given a Quiz/Test at the end of each Chapter as well as Unit Tests. Students will be expected to prepare and Study accordingly.  Students will be assigned Social Studies reports as well as oral presentations.   Please remember that Exams and Projects are 40% of your final grade. 

Homework Grading Policy
Homework is an important part of Social Studies class.  It is used to reinforce concepts taught in class as well as to help teach responsibility.  Homework prepares you for class and group work.  Homework is graded and counts toward your grade each marking period.

▪
Homework will be assigned at every class except on Friday, unless it is necessary. 

▪
if you miss three homework assignments, your parent will receive a call or letter.

▪
You are responsible for getting homework assignments if you are absent from class. 

▪
You are still responsible for knowing the material covered in the homework assignments not completed. 

Grading Policy- All grades will be posted on Snapgrades.net

Test & Projects -

40%

Quizzes-


20%

Homework-


20%

Notebooks/ class work-
20%

Absences

If you are absent, it will be your responsibility to obtain missed notes from a classmate. 

· You will have two days to make up the missed assignments. 
· Check the designated folder for any worksheets or handouts that may have been distributed.

Class Participation

Class participation means taking an active role in your learning, and the learning of your fellow classmates.  You must pay attention and be involved in class at all times.  Evidence of you class participation includes:

▪
Involvement in the discussion or activity

▪
Staying attentive to the task and completing the assignment

▪
Making positive contributions to our learning environment by answering questions or sharing knowledge learned. 


Start of class each day, you are expected to…

1. Enter the classroom quietly and be seated immediately.

2. Take out your homework to be checked.

3. Take out your notebook and a pen or pencil; get ready to start the Task. 

4. Copy the homework assignment.

5. Complete the “Do Now“.

Class______

We have received and reviewed the 7th grade SS Course Description. We understand the expectations established for student participation and coursework.

Guardian signature__________________________________________ Date_________

Student signature____________________________________________Date_________

