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Introduction:
Dear Parent/Guardian,

I am looking forward to a fun-filled year of working with your child in my seventh grade Social Studies class. This is a very special time in your child’s life. He or she will be learning many new things this year-academic skills, organizational skills, social skills, self-confidence, and responsibility. In fact, the year that your child spends in the seventh grade will be one of the most important and valuable years in his or her development, readying him or her for the challenging years that lay ahead for them in high school. 


You play a major role in helping your child reach his or her maximum potential. Research in the area of child development points out that most of your child’s learning takes place outside of the formal classroom setting. This means that your child spends a great deal of his or her time with their first and most important teacher-you! Indeed, as a parent, your involvement in your child’s learning experience will have much to do with how well your child succeeds in school and in later life. By working together, I believe we can help your child to be the best person possible-socially, academically, and emotionally.


I look forward to working with you this year as we help your child experience all of the joys of learning. I am ready to assist you in any way that I can, so please feel free to get in touch with me at any time if you have any questions or concerns. I can be reached at 718-796-8516 or feel free to email me at kterribile@schools.nyc.gov . Your participation and encouragement will be a major contribution to your child’s success this year!

Sincerely,
Ms. Kristina Marie Terribile
Course Description:


This year will cover American History from pre-European Exploration through and including the Reconstruction Era. This is the first part of a two year course that will end in eighth grade when you take the New York State Eight Grade Social Studies Exam. During the course of the year, you will be provided with an exploratory and in-depth chronological study of American History as applied through skills in preparation for next year. This course begins with the theme of “culture” as it will be reoccurring theme throughout the year.

Units of Study with Guiding Questions:
I. “Culture” as applied through the Writing Process

How can a value-laden individual culture be expressed by the means of the formal writing process?

II. First Americans

Why must we understand the growth of pre-American civilizations?

III. European Exploration

How did Europe’s exploration impact the development of America as we know it today?

IV. Colonial Era

How did the colonists create America?

V. American Revolution

How were the American colonies able to become the United States of America as a result of the American Revolution? 

VI. Early Government

How was America’s early government “born” and why is it necessary today?

VII. Westward Expansion

How did westward-moving Americans cause the United States to grow?

VIII. Civil War

How did the issue of slavery divide a seemingly-healthy America?

IX. Reconstruction

What was necessary to repair and advance a damaged America?
Course Objectives:
Critical Reading Skills

· Students will be able to effectively read for both comprehension and analysis.

· Emphasis will be placed on the building of reading skills for eight-grade readiness.

Formal Writing Skills:

· Students will be able to advance writing skills to develop processes and understanding that is required to write complete essays. Document Based Questions (DBQ) Essays, research, Class Discussions.
Required Materials:

For this class you will need the following supplies:
· 1 ½” binder

· 1 package of dividers (Class Notes, Vocabulary, Homework, Tests/ Quizzes, and Projects)
· Loose-leaf paper

· Pens ***Assignments will only be accepted if they are completed in either blue or black ink*****

Expectations:

Students are expected to come to school on time, immediately beginning preparation for instruction, and fully ready to be an active participant in class. Student participation includes involvement in class discussions and all class activities. Students are expected to show respect for their teachers, their classmates, and for themselves.  All work, which includes homework, class work, projects, and graded assignments are expected to be turned in and completed on time to the best of the student’s ability.

Grading Policy:
Your grade for this course will be calculated based on four parts:

I. Test / Projects( 40%

II. Quizzes ( 20%

III. Class work (This includes your notebook) ( 20%

IV. Homework( 20%

Late and Missing Work: 

Assignments that are handed in late will lose points and will not be accepted after three days. 
 Cheating and Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Assignments that have been plagiarized or cheated on will automatically receive a zero. Students are responsible for making up missed assignments when they are late / absent. Students have one week to make up an exam that has been missed due to an absence during their lunch period, before, or after school by appointment only. Limited makeup exam opportunities will be afforded should a student be absent for an in-class grade. Any concerns regarding grades should be addressed to me in a timely matter.

