Mrs. Lenahan

Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy

(718)7968516

EMAIL: PLENAHA@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV
Syllabus for 7th Grade Social Studies for 2010-2011
INTRODUCTION

Dear Parent/Guardian:

            I am honored to be your child’s social studies teacher this year and I am looking forward to getting to know your child and observe the progress he or she will be making in my class. Of course the task at hand is not easy. I am aware the   curriculum is demanding. For this reason, the need of a constant effort from your child’s part to attain this year’s goals is a must. 
         Your help can also be invaluable. Please make sure readings and homework are done. Also, take some time to talk with your child of the issues presented in class. Finally, I hope to see you at Parent-Teacher and Annual Review conferences.

I look forward to working with you this year as we help your child attain his or her academic, social and emotional goals.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lenahan  
Course Description:
This is a Seventh Grade Course which covers the curriculum from pre-European Exploration through and including the Reconstruction Era. This is the first part of a two year course that will end in eighth grade with the New York State Exam. During the course of the year students will be provided with an exploratory and in depth study of American History. The following are the Units of Study:

· Early Encounters: Native Americans and Explorers

· Colonial America and The American Revolution

· The New Nation

· Causes and Effects of National Growth

· Civil War and Reconstruction
Course Objectives: 

1. Students will read continually for both comprehension and analysis.

2. Students will express their understanding and knowledge of material learned through writing.

3. Students will follow written and oral directions effectively. 

4. Students will familiarize and use the geographical concepts required throughout the year. 

Class Materials:

· A notebook 

· Folder with pockets for handouts

· Pens/pencils
Course Expectations:

· A textbook has been given to students to keep at home for daily reading and homework.
· Homework is expected to be completed on time.
· A test is given at the end of every week.

· Class participation is graded. Students should participate in class and complete all assignments.

· Students must show respect by listening and following directions.

Grading Policy:

Test and Projects= 50%

Class work/Participation=20%

Homework=20%

Notebook=10%

Students will also get a conduct grade based on their behavior in class. Parents will be called if a distracting behavior persists. Please talk to your child about the importance of listening in class and completing all his assignments on time. You can email me at any time or call the school and leave a message for me to call you back.
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