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Welcome to the 2010-2011 Academic year.  My name is Mr. Psachie.  I will be your mathematics teacher this year.  Below are my grading policy and classroom rules.

GRADING POLICY

Exams









60%

Quizzes








10%

Homework








15%

Class Participation/Notebooks





10%

Projects








  5%

There will be 3 marking periods in a semester.  For the final grade of the semester, I will drop the lowest exam score and the lowest quiz score.  All homework and projects will be counted towards the semester grade.  Class Participation/Notebooks will be averaged over the three marking periods.  Notebooks will be checked periodically.  In a single marking period, all included exams, quizzes, homework, projects, and class participation will be averaged as listed in the above grading policy.

Exams will be administered about every 2 – 3 weeks.  There will be a study review day the day before an exam.  For the most part, quizzes will be administered every week.  Exams will be administered on Tuesdays or Thursdays.  Any student that is found to be cheating on an exam will receive a “0” for the exam and this exam grade will not be dropped at the end of the semester.  All exam grades will count in this situation.  This will also lead to further disciplinary action.  In addition, any student that is absent from my class on an exam day must provide me with a note of explanation for the absence from his/her parent or guardian on the day that the student returns to class.  There must be a legitimate excuse.  If I do not receive a note on time, there will be a 5-point penalty on that make-up exam.
Homework will generally be given every day except on the day before an exam and the day of the exam.  Homework assignments must be completed on time in order to receive full credit.  Students should always attempt the homework problems even if they are having difficulty.  We will go over some homework problems during class.  Partial credit will be given for homework assignments that are completed within 3 class days of the original due date.  Each completed homework assignment that is handed in on time will receive a grade of at least 80 and up to 100 depending on the quality of work.  Homework handed in 1 day late will receive a 70, 2 days late will receive a 60, and 3 days late will receive a 50.  Any homework that is more than 3 class days late will not be accepted.  If a homework assignment is not accepted, the grade will be a 0.  If a student is absent, then that student is responsible for getting the homework assignment that is due the next day and attempt that homework.  All homework assignments will be listed on SnapGrades (www.snapgrades.net) the day the homework is assigned.  In addition, the student should be prepared to hand in all homework that was due on the days absent.  Otherwise, the homework will be considered late.  All students should have an email address and/or phone number of at least one other student in the class as well.  I may also be contacted by email for homework.

Every student will begin with a class participation grade of an 88.  That grade can increase up to a 100 if a student actively participates and contributes to the class by asking and answering questions, taking part in discussions and group work, and helping fellow students.  If a student is frequently disruptive thus hurting others in the learning process, then that student will lose a point for every disruption on the class participation part of the grade.  Each time a student is late to class results in a 5-point deduction.  A student that is absent from class must provide a note with a legitimate excuse from a parent/guardian.  Every unexcused absence, which can be interpreted as cutting class results in a 7-point deduction.  Excessive absences, lateness, and disruptions in class will result in detentions as well as points taken off exams.  It is possible to receive a class participation grade of 0.

There will be a few projects that will be given throughout the school year related to topics that the students recently learned.  Students are also responsible for maintaining an organized notebook.  In addition, I recommend if possible, the purchase of a Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator.  You may be able to buy a calculator for less than $100 and even less if it is used.  Check online.

In addition, there are many online resources that may help during the mathematics course.  For the Algebra 2 Regents class, go to www.regentsprep.org and check the Algebra 2 Trigonometry page.  Other resources include www.math.com, www.tutor.com, www.liveperson.com, and http://www09.wolframalpha.com/.

  You can also conduct a Google search, online math help to access additional websites.

CLASSROOM RULES

1. Students will always respect every individual in the classroom.  This includes all students, guests that visit the classroom, and especially your teacher.

2. The purpose of the classroom is for learning.  Students are expected to be prepared with the proper materials (pencils, pens, loose-leaf paper, graph paper, ruler, and calculators).  As soon as students enter the classroom, they should begin working on the “Do Now” problem(s) and have their homework on their desks for me to check.

3. Students should be engaged in mathematical discussions.  Students that are frequently disrupting the class will be penalized.

4. The classroom is to be kept clean at all times.  All garbage should be thrown away in the trashcans.

5. Always give 100% effort in your work.  In the overwhelming majority of cases, strong effort leads to rewarding results.

Precalculus Syllabus: M. Psachie


We will be using the textbook Precalculus 7th Edition by Demana, Waits, Foley, and Kennedy as the primary text through the first semester.  At some point in the second semester we will use handouts from AP Calculus textbooks and go through part of AP Calculus AB.  There will be daily homework, frequent quizzes, and numerous exams including two semester exams throughout the year.  In addition there will be projects.  This syllabus is a guide and is subject to change.  Precalculus is geared towards the preparation of Advanced Placement Calculus AB and passing the Advanced Placement Calculus AB exam.      

RADICALS and RATIONAL EXPONENTS, FUNCTIONS and GRAPHS (Approximately 12 Days)

· A.1
Appendix  Radicals and Rational Exponents (Pp 839 – 844, 5 days)

· 1.2
Functions and Their Properties (Pp 86 – 105,  3 - 7 Days)

· Exam #1 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #1 (1 Day)

FUNCTIONS and GRAPHS continued (Approximately 17 Days)

· 1.3 
Twelve Basic Functions (Pp 106– 116, 3 – 5 Days)

· 1.4
Building Functions From Functions (Pp 117 – 125,  3 - 5 Days)

· 1.5  
Relations and Inverses (Pp 129 – 137, 2 – 4 Days)

· Exam #2 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #2 (1 Day)

POLYNOMIAL and RATIONAL FUNCTIONS (Approximately 13 Days)

· 1.7
Modeling with Functions (Pp 151 – 163, 2 - 4 Days)

· 2.1
Linear and Quadratic Functions and Modeling (Pp 170 – 185,  2 - 4 Days)

· 2.4
Division of Polynomial Functions (Pp 214 – 225,  3 – 5 Days)

· Exam #3 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #3 (1 Day)

RATIONAL and EXPONENTIAL FUNCTIONS (Approximately 13 Days)

· 2.7
Solving Equations in One Variable (Pp 248 – 266,  3 – 5 Days)

· 3.1
Exponential Functions (Pp 276 – 289,  2 – 4 Days)

· 3.2
Exponential Modeling (Pp 290 – 299,  2 – 4 Days)

· Exam #4 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #4 (1 Day)

LOGARITHMIC FUNCTIONS (Approximately 12 Days)

· 3.3
Logarithmic Functions and Their Graphs (Pp 300 – 309,  2 – 4 Days)

· 3.4
Properties Of Logarithmic Functions (Pp 310 – 319,  2 – 4 Days)

· 3.5
Equation Solving and Modeling (Pp 320 – 332,  2 - 4 Days)

· Exam #5 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #5 (1 Day)

TRIGONOMETRIC FUNCTIONS (Approximately 18 Days)

· 4.1
Angles and Their Measures (Pp 350 – 359,  2 – 4 Days)

· 4.2
Trigonometric Functions of Acute Angles (Pp 360 – 369,  3 – 5 Days)

· 4.3
Trigonometry Extended:  The Circular Functions (Pp 370 - 383,  3 - 5 Days)

· 4.7
Inverse Trigonometric Functions (Pp 414 – 423,  2 - 4 Days)

· Exam #6 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #6 (1 Day)

TRIGONOMETRIC EQUATIONS and IDENTITIES (Approximately 9 days)

· 4.8
Solving Problems with Trigonometry (Pp 425 – 435, 2 - 4 Days)  

· 5.1
Fundamental Identities (Pp 350 – 359, 3 – 5 Days)

· Exam #7 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #7 (1 Day)
Larson-Hostetler Textbook Handouts:  An Introduction to Calculus: Limits and Derivatives (Approximately 21 Days) 

· 1.2
Finding Limits Graphically and Numerically

· 1.3  
Evaluating Limits Analytically 

· 1.4
Continuity and One-Sided Limits

· Exam #8 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #8 (1 Day)

· 1.5
Infinite Limits

· 3.5
Limits at Infinity

· 2.1
The Derivative and the Tangent Line Problem

· Exam #9 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #9 (1 Day)

TRIGONOMETRIC PROOFS and IDENTITIES
(If time, approximately 12 days)

· 5.2
Proving Trigonometric Identities

· 5.3
Sum and Difference Identities

· 5.4
Multiple-Angle Identities

· Exam #10 Review (1 Day)

· Exam #10 (1 Day)

If a student is frequently disrespectful and/or hurting the learning process for others, there will be consequences.  These consequences may include but not limited to: (1) losing points off grades, (2) detention, (3) parental contact, (4) removal from the class, and (5) school suspension.  

If you or your child needs to contact me, I prefer to be reached by email at mpsachie@schools.nyc.gov.  I can also be reached through the school at (718)-796-8516, Room 412.  Please sign and date this document acknowledging that you have read and understand the Grading Policy and Classroom Rules.  Please also fill out email address and telephone number information in case I need to contact you.  

Regards

Mr. Psachie

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Grading Policy & Classroom Rules

Student Print Name 
____________________________________

Student Signature  
____________________________________     Date ___________

Student Email Address
_____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Print Name
_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
______________________________     Date ___________

Parent/Guardian Email Address
_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Telephone Numbers   ________________________________________

How do you prefer to be contacted?

E-Mail


or

Phone

