STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY:  
IDEAS THROUGH APPLICATIONS 

General Course Description:  This isn’t a course about the tools of statistics.  It is a course about statistical ideas and their impact on everyday life, public policy, and many different fields of study.  We will learn some tools of course, but we will not need a great deal of formal mathematics, certainly not much beyond fundamental algebra.  
WARNING:  You will be required to think.  Thinking exercises the mind more deeply than following mathematical recipes. 

The course is presented in four parts: 

I.      Producing Data 
Sample question: How do we select samples that produce data? 
II.     Organizing Data 
Sample question:  How can we organize and describe data? 
III.    Chance 
Sample question:  How do we distinguish between accurate data and background noise? 
IV.     Inference 
Sample question:  What conclusions can we make from the data? 

What We Will Study During the 2010 Fall Semester 
Our goal is to cover Producing Data and Organizing Data.  
Below is an outline of the three marking periods in the fall semester, and a schedule of class tests (subject to change).
MP 1    September 13 through October 22 29 days 
MP 2    October 25 through December 3   26 days 
MP 3    December 6 through January 21   23 days 

Test #  Date    Day 

Marking Period 1 
1.1     9-21    Tuesday 
1.2     10-5    Tuesday 
1.3     10-19   Tuesday 
Marking Period 2 
2.1     11-4    Thursday 
2.2     11-23   Tuesday 
2.3     12-2    Thursday 
Marking Period 3 
3.1     12-14   Tuesday 
3.2 (FINAL)     1-11    Thursday 
3.NF (No Fault) 1-20    Tuesday 

Thanks, 
Nick 

