Dear Parent / Guardian:
My name is Stephanie Gordon.  I will be your child’s Mathematics teacher this year in Geometry.  This will be my fifth teaching at RKA.  I look forward to working with your child in a stimulating classroom environment.

It is critical to your child’s success that he/she attends class daily, shows up on time and is prepared for class.  Homework will be assigned each class and must be completed before the beginning of the next session.  Students are required to bring their notebook and a calculator to class each day, along with other necessary school supplies. For a calculator, the TI83 Plus graphing calculator is highly recommended, but any other graphing or scientific calculator like the Casio fx-115w is acceptable.  

My grading policy follows the uniform grading policy established by the Math Department at RKA.  Grades are determined by a combination of three factors: 
70% tests and quizzes - point totals will be marked on all examinations.  The marking period grade will reflect a weighted average of all examinations.  A final exam will be given at the end of the semester, reflecting work covered throughout the semester. 
15% class work - includes participation, behavior, notebook, and preparation for class.
15% homework - consists of problems relevant to that day’s lesson and also that review prior concepts.  It will be assigned daily and collected.  Assignments should average 20 – 30 minutes a night. 

To help students and parents keep up with general course information, I will be maintaining a web blog that can be accessed at  

http://rkamath-geo.blogspot.com/ . This website will contain all aims and homework assignments as well as relevant review outlines.    It also has helpful internet links for your child’s course.
Geometry is part of the revised NY State Math Curriculum.  This two year course will culminate in a regent’s exam that your child will take in June ’13.  The Main Topics that we will cover this year include the following:

1.  Geometric Relationships  

2.  Congruence and Similarity in Quadrilaterals 
3.  Surface Area and Volume
4.  Informal and Formal Proof                       
5.  Transformational Geometry         
6.  Circle Geometry
        

For more detailed information, please reference the class’s website.  
I'm anticipating that this will be an exciting year and am looking forward to a rewarding partnership with you.  If you have any questions or concerns, it is easiest to contact me via email at sgordon22@schools.nyc.gov.  I can also be reached by phone at RKA’s main line (718) 796-8516.
Please sign the attached parent / guardian information sheet, acknowledging that you have reviewed this letter.  It will also be helpful if you could provide an email address so that I can send monthly updates of our class progress. 
Sincerely,

Stephanie Gordon
