Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy



Principal: Lori O’Mara

660 W 237th Street





8th Grade Mathematics
Bronx, NY 10453





Math Teacher: Mr. Franczkiewicz

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),


My name is Mr. Thomas Franczkiewicz. This year I will have the privilege of being your child’s mathematics educator. My mission is to prepare the students for the New York State Mathematics examination as well as to provide a strong foundation for the mathematics courses the students will take in the future. As 8th grade is the year when students are preparing for their high school career, it is very important for all students to be well organized and to stay on task. Because mathematics is a subject that builds upon itself, it is imperative that all students do their best to not fall behind this year. I firmly believe that with your support and your child’s hard work, this year will be a great success.


Our main text is the Prentice-Hall Mathematics Pre-Algebra. This text will be sent home during the first week of classes. Students are expected to leave this text at home for homework and studying purposes. A complete list of supplies required for this course can be found at the end of this letter.


I will be using an online grading system called SNAPGRADES. This is an online tool that will give you and your child access to grades, assignments, and directly to me. Your child will bring home a letter with instructions for signing on to SNAPGRADES. Please complete the steps to ensure proper enrollment into the system so that we can communicate effectively throughout the school year. Each parent/ guardian will be assigned a unique password separate from their spouse and child. Please use the email address that you check most frequently when you register; as this is how I will be communicating with you. 


Grading Policy:

60% - Assessments (45% Tests, 15% Quizzes)

Tests will be given at the conclusion of each unit on either Tuesdays or Thursdays. Quizzes will be given after one or more topics within a chapter. 

20% - Homework

Homework will be given daily. It will reflect the lesson of that day and is crucial to the mastery of mathematics topics. I will use a 3-point system to grade homework:


3 points (full credit) – Complete and on time


2 points –Complete and late one day


1 point – Incomplete or just answers


0 points – More than a day late

20%- Class participation 

Students will be assessed on their class participation. This includes classroom behavior as well as participation in class discussions and activities. I will be using class participation rubric to assess students daily. Students who follow classroom rules and routines, participate in classroom discussions and help to maintain a health learning environment will be rewarded with a class participation grade the will raise their average.



I will be available for contact by email at TFrancz@schools.nyc.gov. I look forward to working with your child this year and with your support this year will be a successful one.

Sincerely,

Mr. Franczkiewicz

Mathematics Educator

8th Grade Pre-Algebra Mathematics Topics

Algebraic Expressions and Integers

Solving Multi-Step Equations and Inequalities

Decimals and Equations

Factors, Fractions and Exponents

Operations with Fractions

Ratios, Proportions, and Percents

Linear Functions and Graphing

Spatial Thinking (Geometry)
Angle Relationships

Algebra Applied to Geometric Figures

Area and Volume

Right Triangles in Algebra

Data Analysis and Probability

 Nonlinear Functions and Polynomials

Factoring Polynomials

Mathematics Supply List:

1. Pencils with erasers

2. One-inch binder OR one section in a larger binder 

3. Loose-leaf paper

4. Two pocket folder

5. One package of graph paper
6. Pencil Sharpener

To verify receipt, please detach, sign and return.

Parent/Guardian: ________________________Parent/Guardian____________________
                            Name(Print)                                                                        Name(Signature)

Email______________________
Phone(Home)________________(Work)_________________(Cell)_________________
Student:_______________________________  Student  __________________________
                            Name(Print)                                                                        Name(Signature)

