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WELCOME TO THE HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS PROCESS! 
Your eighth grade year is an exciting time! As an 
school options available to you than if you lived in any other city in the world. It is important to understand that this opportunity 
also requires a great deal of commitment and responsibility. There are nearly 700 programs at over 400 high schools to choose from 
and deciding exactly which ones meet your needs and interests is a challenging task. 

To help you make informed choices, there will be a number of workshops, fairs, open houses and other opportunities for you and 
your family to learn about New Y The more research you do, schools you contact, and time you take to 
consider the options available to you, the more prepared you will be when filling out your application. 

HOW THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS WORKS  
The High School Admissions Process is a match process. On your application, you list the schools to which you are applying in priority 
order.  Schools then review their entire applicant pool and evaluate students. 
designated Admissions Method and the Admission Priorities as discussed in Section 2.   

You are matched to the school you listed highest on your application that also ranked/considered you. You are offered admission to 
only one school from your application, and you will be expected to attend that school. Therefore, it is imperative that you only list 
schools on your application that you would be willing to attend.  Every eligible student who meets promotional standards is assured 

 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
Each section of this guide will help you explore your choices and understand the factors 
schools/programs for your application. 

 

Section 1:  Admissions Process Timeline 

Review the high school admissions process timeline for  
2011-2012 and stay on track from the very beginning. 

Section 2:  Learn about the High School Directory 

Get to know the Directory and the contents of this book. 

Section 3:  Make Informed Decisions 

Learn about admissions methods, accountability tools, site accessibility, 
travel tips and various types of programs offered by schools. 

Section 4:  Specialized High Schools 

Find out more about specialized schools and how to apply. 

Section 5: High School Application 

Review the 2011-2012 High School Application and learn  
how to apply to high school. 
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SECTION 1: ADMISSIONS PROCESS TIMELINE FOR 2011-2012 

 
Summer  

 Review High School Directory and Specialized High Schools Student Handbook 

 Prepare for the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT) 

 Begin identifying programs and schools of interest  

 Plan your fall schedule  save dates on your calendar for fairs, open houses, auditions and school visits 

September 
 Register for the SHSAT and auditions for Performing Arts High Schools through your counselor 

 Attend open houses 

 Go on school visits  

 Attend the Citywide High School Fair 

October and November 
 Review the high school application that you receive from your counselor 

 Attend one or more Borough High School Fair(s)  

 Take the SHSAT  

 Attend auditions and interviews 

 Continue to attend open houses and go on school visits 

December 
 Submit High School Application to your counselor on December 2 

 
 

 
For more information about high school admissions deadlines and events, visit 
www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High or call 718-935-2399. 
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SECTION 2: LEARN ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

 

 

 

The High School Directory is divided into sections by borough. Each section includes the profile of every high school located in that 
 

Contact Information 
Located at the top left corner of each directory page, this section 
identifies the address, phone number, fax number as well as other 
important information that pertains to contacting the school. 

 Site Accessibility Functionally, Partially or Not Accessible 
indicates the extent that students with limited mobility have 
access to the school. For additional information, please see 
page x. 

Enrollment 
The total number of students enrolled in the school and current 
grades served are listed. Please note that for some schools this 
enrollment number reflects students served in lower grades as 
well. While a newly opened school is growing to its full grade 
configuration, this section will include its expected grade 
configuration. 

 Admissions Priorities Found in the Enrollment section, the 
Admissions Priorities section lists the order in which 
applicants are considered for a given school. This might 
include restrictions or priorities based on where you live, 
where you attend school, whether your current school has 
both middle and high school grades or whether you are a 
student with Limited English Proficiency who has recently 
arrived in this country. 

 Special Education Services Each school page includes the 
following statement: This school will provide students with 
disabilities the supports and services indicated on their IEPs. 
For additional information, please see page ix. 

 ELL Programs (English Language Learner Programs) 
ELL Programs, including Transitional Bilingual Education, Dual Language Programs and/or English as a Second Language are 
listed. For additional information, please see page x.

Accountability Data 
This table provides the Progress Report grade, Quality Review score and Graduation Rate for the school. The 
data listed as 2008-2009 are taken from the 2008-2009 school year and the data listed as 2009-2010 are 
taken from the 2009-2010 school year. The graduation rate reflects the percentage of students in the 

-year cohort who graduated with a Local or Regents diploma. The cohort consists of students who 
entered ninth grade four years prior.  August graduates are included. This graduation rate can also be seen 

For accountability data from the 2009-2010 school year, 
please visit www.nyc.gov/schools/accountability. 

School Type Indicator 
When applicable, a school type indicator is located at the top right of a school's directory page. These indicators include: Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) Schools, International Schools, Small Learning Community (SLC) Schools and Specialized Schools. For more 

 and Programs  

 

 

 

Shermer High School • DBN 99S123
CTE SLC School

Contact Information
Address: 123 City Lane

Queens, NY 11104

Campus: Campus

Phone: 555 555 5555

Fax: 222 222 2222

Email: ERooney@shermerbulldogs.org

Website: www.shermerbulldogs.org

Site Accessibility: Accessible

Subway: U, V, X Train to City Lane

Bus: Q123, Q234, Q345, Q456

Open House Information: Friday, June 11 at 7pm

Enrollment
Admissions Priorities

1. Open to New York City Residents
Total Students: 1,234

Grades (2012 2013): 9 11

Expected Grade Configuration: 9 12

Special Education Services: This school will provide
students with disabilities the supports and services
indicated on their IEPs.

ELL Programs: ESL; Bilingual Programs: Chinese
(Cantonese), Chinese (Mandarin), Spanish, French

Accountability Data

2008 2009 2009 2010
Progress Report B A
Quality Review P P
Graduation Rate 90% 92%

Overview
We have a long standing tradition of educational merit and innovative programs
specializing in research in science, the humanities, and music and fine arts. Our
graduates leave our school as well rounded, knowledgeable and conscientious
adults.

Program Highlights: Gifted programs with honors level and Advanced Placement
classes in all academic subjects: Culinary Arts and Technology, Humanities and
the Arts Education including Art, Music computers, Theater, Technology and
College Advancement Program

Language Classes: Spanish, French

Advanced Placement Courses: Calculus, English Literature and Composition,
United States History

Extracurricular Activities: Student Council, Debate Team, Arts and Crafts,
Musical and Art productions, Math Team Clubs: Science, Archery

PSAL Sports – Boys: Football, Soccer, Baseball

PSAL Sports – Girls: Cross Country, Soccer, Softball

PSAL Sports – Co ed: Fencing

School Sports: Intramurals, Sports Clubs

Additional Information
 Typical Freshman Schedule: 8:00 AM 2:30 PM
 Uniform Required: Blue pants, white collared shirt
 Community Service Requirement
 Weekend Program offered

Programs Offered

Program Name Code Interest Area
Admissions
Method

Grade
2010
Seats

2010
Applicants

Science & Math Academy S12A Science & Math Screened
9 300 825

10 150 375

Selection Criteria English (80 100), Math (80 100), Social Studies (80 100), Science (80 100)
Standardized Test Scores: Math Level 3 4, English Language Arts Level 3 4

Drama (Performing Arts) S16D Performing Arts Audition
9 26 190

10 40 225

Details: Acting, Voice & Diction, Theater History, Dramatic Literature, Improv

Audition Information: Students must perform a memorized monologue and an impromptu reading.

2011 2012 Audition Dates

Audition Groups Date Start Time End Time
Last Names A J Saturday, 11/10/11 2:00 PM 4:00 PM

Last Names K Z Saturday, 11/10/11 4:00 PM 6:00 PM
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SECTION 2: LEARN ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Overview 
A brief description, submitted by a school, that explains its mission and approach to learning. 

 Program Highlights, Language Classes, Advanced Placement Courses A description of any special programs, Advanced 
Placement courses and language classes that the school offers. It i
have all the courses listed available to them in their first year. This section gives you an idea of the possible courses and 
programs that may be offered to you over a four-year period. 

 Extracurricular Activities Activities available for student participation, usually before or after school, which can include 
leadership development, clubs, publications, ethnic/cultural activities, arts activities, music, annual theatrical productions, 
etc. Note that some schools may not list all available or offered opportunities. If you are interested in a specific activity but 

 
 Public Schools Athletic League (PSAL) Sports Teams Competitive boys, girls and co-ed sports teams that participate in 
borough and citywide tournaments. Teams are considered Varsity unless Junior Varsity (JV) is specified. Students are 
required to maintain academic eligibility to participate in the sports program. In some instances, schools situated on a 
campus may join other schools on that campus to form teams. For more information about PSAL sports, visit www.psal.org.  

 School Sports School-based athletics and intramural sports. 

Additional Information 
 vary 

from student-to-student or from year-to-year; the schedule listed is only meant to give you a general idea of when the school day 
might start and end. Schools will also indicate if they require a uniform, adhere to a dress code or if there are specific graduation 

of academic, not artistic, work. 

Programs Offered 
This section provides a brief description of the program(s) a school offers and its interest area. 

 Code This is the four-character code assigned to the program. Each program has a unique code that you will list on your 
application; make sure you select and enter the correct codes on your application. 

 Admissions Method The process schools use to consider applicants for each program. Admissions Methods include 
Audition, Educational Option (Ed. Opt.), Limited Unscreened, Screened, Screened for Language, Test, Unscreened and 
Zoned. For a definition and description of each Admissions Method, see page v. 

 2010 Program Seats The number of available seats offered in the program last year.  

 2010 Total Applicants The total number of students who applied for this program in December 2010. 

 Selection Criteria This is only described for Screened, Screened for Language and Test programs and includes the 
requirements a school will review when considering how to rank you. 

 Audition Information Specific instructions for students applying for an Audition program. 

Quick Response (QR) Codes 

be photographed using a code scanner program on your Smartphone*. When scanned, the program will 
, which provides additional information about the school as well as 

links to the school portal and independent website (if applicable).  This new feature also allows users to quickly 
and easily share information electronically. We encourage you to send your favorite school pages to your 
friends or family using the QR Code. 

*QR Codes require an internet-capable phone and QR Code reader program.   
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SECTION 2: LEARN ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY 

Educational Option - Seat Distribution 
 

 16% in the high reading level 

 68% in the middle reading level 

 16% in the low reading level 

UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF ADMISSIONS METHODS 
Admissions Methods are the various processes schools use to consider applicants for each program. When researching schools, you 
should think about how you might need to prepare for various programs you find interesting. The eight Admissions Methods are 
Audition, Educational Option (Ed. Opt.), Limited Unscreened, Screened, Test, Unscreened, Screened for Language, and Zoned. Read 
on for an explanation of each Admissions Method. 

Audition  
Programs that require you to demonstrate proficiency in a specific performing arts/visual arts area. Audition requirements, dates 
and times are included with the program. Some Audition programs may also review your attendance and academic grades. You must 
audition to be eligible for admission. 

Educational Option (Ed. Opt.)  
Programs meant to serve a wide range of academic performers. Each program 
has a certain proportion of seats based on scores attained on the seventh 
grade English Language Arts reading exam for students from, high, middle, 
and low reading levels. From the applicant pool, half the students are chosen 
by the school administration and half are selected randomly. If you score in 

ding exam and 
you list an Ed. Opt. program as your first choice on your application, you are 
guaranteed a match to that program.  

Limited Unscreened  
Programs that give priority to students who demonstrate interest in the school by attending a school information session or open 

events  to receive priority to 
 

Screened  
Programs in which students are ranked by a school based on final seventh grade report card grades, and reading and 
math standardized scores. Attendance and punctuality are also considered. You need to review the Selection Criteria listed for each 
screened program to determine whether you fit the criteria and wish to apply. Please note that there may also be other items that 
schools require to screen applicants such as an interview, essay or additional diagnostic test score. The items will be listed within the 
program grid on the Directory page.  

In cases where schools do not rank enough candidates to offer all of their screened program matches, it is possible that additional 
matches will be made based on student preference and New York State ELA and Math scores. In these cases, students with the 
highest combined ELA and Math scores will receive the first offer to a match, the second highest will receive the second offer and so 
on until all matches have been filled.   

Screened for Language (Screened: Language) 
Programs only for students with a minimum level of English language proficiency.  Screened: Language programs include: Bilingual, 
Dual Language and International.  Interested students must review the Program Details and Admissions Priorities to ensure they are 
applying to a program that matches their home/native language.  Priority is given to students whose home/native language matches 
that of the individual program. 

Test  
Schools/programs that require students to take the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT) for entrance. For the 
Specialized High Schools requiring the SHSAT, only the test score determines eligibility. 

Unscreened  
Programs in which students who apply are randomly selected. 

Zoned  
Programs that give priority to students who apply and live in the geographic zoned area of the high school. There are zoned high 
schools in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Staten Island and Queens. Manhattan does not have any zoned high schools. 
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SECTION 3: MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS 

For more information about high school admissions workshops and fairs,  
visit our website at www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High or call 718-935-2399. 

ATTEND FAIRS AND WORKSHOPS 
There are 
attend.  These resources include workshops, fairs, and open houses. 

Summer and Fall Workshops 
Summer and fall workshops provide families with the opportunity to learn about different types of high schools and the admissions 
process.  Each session will have a question and answer period.   

High School Fairs 
The Citywide and Borough High School Fairs are a great opportunity to meet teachers, current students and other representatives 
from high schools. You should use these fairs as an opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the schools that interest you.   

 Citywide High School Fair                      
Dates:  Saturday, September 24 & Sunday, September 25, 2011 
Location: Brooklyn Technical High School, 29 Fort Greene Place Brooklyn, NY 11217                                                                                         

 
 Borough High School Fairs 

Dates: Saturday, October 22 & Sunday, October 23, 2011  
Location: Will be held at one high school in each borough. For exact locations, visit our website:  
www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High 

CONSIDER SCHOOL LOCATION 
This directory includes a map for each borough. The maps are located at the start of each borough's section. You can search for a 
particular high school on the map to see where it is located or you can pick a location (e.g., your home) and see which high schools 
are located nearby.   

It is extremely important to consider the travel time to get to a school using public transportation.  Make sure you know how long it 
takes to get from your home to a school before you list that school on your application.  We recommend that you visit each school 
you list on your application.  Find the best route from your home to a school by subway or bus: www.hopstop.com. 

School Search Website 
You can search for schools by inputting your home address into the search bar on the New York City Department of Education 
website at www.nyc.gov/schools/schoolsearch. In the search results, you will find a list of schools within a mile radius of your home.  
You can also search by type of school, site accessibility, interest area and other categories. Your search results can provide subway 
and bus stops, driving directions, and school-level information including: address, currently served grades, school website, statistics, 
and more. Visit the school search website to learn more. 
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SECTION 3: MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS 

DISCOVER UNIQUE SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs 
Career and Technical Education programs integrate academic study with workforce skills in specific careers. Students receive 
instruction in an industry-related area and have the opportunity to graduate from high school with industry-specific competencies 
and skills that lead to post-secondary education, further industry training and/or entry into the work force. 

CTE Programs of Study differ from industry to industry but share common elements, including: 
 High standards for graduation  
 A cohesive sequence of academic courses paired with CTE courses and integrated content as appropriate, arming students with 

core academic knowledge and specific technical skills  
 Specific mechanisms that connect the entire high school program to a related industry and post-secondary pathway  
 Graduation with a recognized credential or certificate and explicit post-secondary opportunities  

Why would I want to enroll in a CTE Program? 
-  

college, other higher education studies or the work force. In addition to school laboratory settings, students have the opportunity to 
take part in internships, receive mentoring, participate in job shadowing and other industry-based, real-life experiences. 

How do I find a CTE Program? 

institution is dedicated to CTE related programs. Many traditional high schools also have CTE program offerings. For the 2011-2012 
school year, there are 35 CTE designated high schools to which students can apply: 

Bronx Manhattan 

Alfred E. Smith Career and Technical Education High School Art and Design High School 

Bronx Design Construction Academy The Business of Sports School 

Crotona International High School Chelsea Career and Technical Education High School 

Grace Dodge Career and Technical Education High School Food and Finance High School 

High School of Computers and Technology The High School of Fashion Industries 

Jane Addams High School for Academic Careers High School of Graphic Communication Arts 

Samuel Gompers Career and Technical Education High School The Urban Assembly New York Harbor School 

 The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers 

Brooklyn The Urban Assembly School for Technology 

Academy for Health Careers  

Academy of Innovative Technology Queens 

Automotive High School Academy for Careers in Television and Film 

City Polytechnic High School of Engineering, Architecture Aviation Career and Technical Education High School 

     and Technology High School for Construction Trades, Engineering 

Clara Barton High School        and Architecture  

Frances Perkins Academy Queens Vocational and Technical High School 

George Westinghouse Career and Technical Education High School Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical Education High School 

High School for Innovation In Advertising and Media Rockaway Park High School for Environmental Sustainability  

Pathways in Technology Early College High School   

Transit Tech Career and Technical Education High School Staten Island 

W.H. Maxwell Career and Technical Education High School Ralph R. McKee Career and Technical Education High School 

William E. Grady Career and Technical Education High School  

There are also over 300 CTE programs of study and individual CTE elective courses in Academic Comprehensive High Schools, Small 
Schools and Specialized High Schools throughout the five boroughs of New York City.  For a comprehensive list of CTE programs of 
study, visit www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/SpecialPrograms/CTE. 
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SECTION 3: MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS 

DISCOVER UNIQUE SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS (CONTINUED) 
International Schools 
International schools are designed to provide quality education for recently arrived immigrant students through a unique 
educational model. International schools have specific eligibility requirements; be sure to review them as you fill out your 
application. 

Small Learning Community (SLC) Schools 
A Small Learning Community (SLC) high school is focused on creating a personalized learning environment for all 
students. SLC students receive the benefits of a large high school while also developing close relationships with 
administrators, teachers, support staff and other students. The core group of teachers and other adults (including 
guidance counselors) within each SLC knows the needs, interests and aspirations of their students and closely 
monitor their progress  providing the academic attention, enrichment and intervention that students need to be 
successful in high school. SLC teachers plan together and the curriculum in each SLC is structured around a theme or unifying 
principle to add relevance to academic subjects, with a focus on collaborating to improve student outcomes. Small Learning 
Communities typically range from 250 500 students. There is one principal for the school, with each SLC led by an assistant 
principal. For more information, please visit the SLC website www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/SpecialPrograms/SLC. 

Specialized Schools 
There are nine Specialized High Schools  eight require that a student take the Specialized High Schools Admissions 
Test (SHSAT) for admission and the other (Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts) 
requires an audition and review of academic records. Please note the seat figures listed on each Specialized School 
page were the number of seats available at each school last year (subject to change for 2011-2012). Please see page 
xv for more information about applying to these nine schools. For more information about Specialized Schools, 
visit www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High/Choices. 

iZone 
iZone schools incorporate whole school strategies and interactive online technologies to build educational 
experiences around the needs, motivations and strength of individual students. iZone students receive instruction 
through textbooks, videos, online media and hands-on labs. Teachers facilitate the learning process as students 
learn at their own pace. Blended school models mix online and face-to-face classes in a digital learning 
environment. Educational tools vary by school. Interested students or parents should contact each school directly to 
learn more about the programs that are offered. For more information, please visit the iZone website at 
www.nyc.gov/schools/community/innovation/izone.  

Charter Schools 

founded by a not-for-profit Board of Trustees and managed according to the terms of a five-year contract or 

school year, and/or thematic curriculum programs.  

Any student eligible for admission to a traditional public school is eligible for admission to a public Charter School.  
If the number of applicants exceeds the number of available seats, then an open, non-discriminatory lottery must be held. 
Interested students or parents must contact each school directly to receive an application and follow the process for admission. For 
a list of Charter Schools, please see the school list Appendix on page 508. For more information about the Charter Schools in New 
York City, please visit www.nyc.gov/schools/charters.   

Transfer Schools 
If you are 15 to 21-years-old and have fallen behind in credits or left school for an extended period of time, there 
are options to get you back on the track toward graduation. For a list of Transfer Schools, please see the school list 
Appendix on page 508. To learn more about other ways to earn your high school diploma or GED, please see the 
Additional Ways to Graduate Directory www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/AlternativesHS.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
A key goal of the New York City Department of Education is the achievement of high levels of performance for all students, including 
those with disabilities. High schools offer an array of special education supports and services to students with disabilities so that they 
can be educated in the most inclusive possible environment. These services include: 

 General education classes with special education services 
(including Related Services and  Special Education Teacher Support Services [SETSS]) 

 Integrated Co-Teaching  
 Special Class services 

Students with disabilities are eligible to apply to all schools listed in this Directory. Once a student is accepted, the IEP Team at the 
school may convene within 30 days to ensure that an Individualized Education Program (IEP) is developed that is specifically tailored 
to meet the needs of the student. 

Listed below are all of the services available to students with an IEP, regardless of where they attend school. Please note that 
services offered by a school are not listed in the Directory on the individual school pages. Each school page instead includes the 
following sentence: This school will provide students with disabilities the supports and services indicated on their IEPs. 

Special Education Teacher Support Services (Direct and Indirect) 
Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) are specifically tailored supplemental instruction provided by a special education 
teacher to support the learning of the student with a disability in the general education classroom. The special education teacher 
may provide direct, specially des
general education teacher to adjust the learning environment and/or modify and adapt instructional technologies and methods to 

s. 

Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) 
In Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT), students with disabilities and non-disabled students are educated together with two teachers; a 
general education teacher and a special education teacher. Together, the teachers work to adapt and modify instruction for the 

ation 
needs are met. Integrated Co-Teaching may be provided full-time, part-time or on an individual subject basis. 

Special Class Services 
Special Class services are services provided for children with disabilities in a self-contained classroom. They serve children with 
disabilities whose needs cannot be met within the general education classroom, even with the use of supplementary aids and 
services. Self-contained classes may be composed of students with the same disability or with different disabilities, as long as they 
have similar levels of academic and learning characteristics, social and physical development and management needs. Special Class 
services may be provided full-time, part-time or on an individual subject basis. 

A more complete description of available services is provided in Chapter 4 of 
Education Services for School-Age Children  
www.nyc.gov/schools/Academics/SpecialEducation/ParentResources. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
The Department of Education provides a range of programs and supports to ensure that English Language Learners (ELL) receive the 
language- s 
listed on each page are provided by the Bilingual Education Student Information Survey (BESIS).  The BESIS is a self-reported survey 
distributed to schools to catalogue the types of programs and services they offer. For the most up-to-date information regarding 
English Language Learners Programs, please contact the school directly.  ELL program models are as follows: 

Transitional Bilingual Education 
Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) programs provide both language arts and subject matter instruction in the stude
home/native language and English. This program also provides intensive instruction in English as a Second Language (ESL). As the 
student develops English proficiency, instruction in English increases and home/native language instruction decreases. 

Dual Language 
Dual Language programs educate ELL students in need of English language instruction alongside native English-speaking students 

language 
and English language skills throughout their schooling while enabling English-speaking students to become bilingual. Both groups act 
as good linguistic role models for each other, and through their interactions they support language development in both languages. 
Students receive half of their instruction in English and half in the target language. 
 
ESL 
Freestanding English as a Second Language (ESL) programs provide all language arts and subject matter instruction in English, using 
specific instructional strategies and home/native language support. The use of the home/native language in instruction allows 
students to use what they already know to accelerate their understanding of subject areas. Home/native language activities include 
having students discuss subject matter with peers in the home/native language, encouraging students to use the home/native 
language to write explanations of what they understand, and providing home/native language textbooks, libraries, dictionaries, 
reference materials and technology resources for students to use in the classroom.  

 
The Department of Education focuses on strengthening all three program models so that they are academically challenging and 
delivered uniformly across our high schools. Beyond ELL programs, however, many high schools offer tailored services for specific 
types of ELL students, such as newcomers, under-credited students, long-term ELL and Students with Interrupted 
Formal Education (SIFE). SIFE are defined by New York State as those students who come from a home in which a 
language other than English is spoken or are immigrant students; enter a United States school after second grade 
and are at least two years below expected grade level in reading and mathematics; and, may be pre-literate in 
their home/native language. For additional information about SIFE eligibility and programs, please contact the 
ELL office at 212-374-6072. For further information about services for English Language Learners (ELL), please 
visit www.nyc.gov/schools/Academics/ELL. 
 

SITE ACCESSIBILITY 
It is the policy of the New York City Department of Education to make its high school programs accessible to students with 
disabilities. All students with disabilities, including students with limited mobility, visual or hearing impairments, should apply to 

rectory page that lists one of three designations: 

Functionally Accessible means that a student who uses a wheelchair can, without difficulty, enter the building and access relevant 
programs and services. 

Partially Accessible means that the school is functionally accessible beyond the first floor but not for all relevant spaces and services 
in the school. 

Not Accessible means that the school does not fall into either of the above-noted accessibility descriptions. 
 

Federal law requires that all programs, 
means a program, activity or service. This policy statement is a general summary of applicable law and does not create any 
additional legal rights or obligation. For specific detail, see Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 
For additional information about Site Accessibility in New York City public schools, please refer to the document List of Accessible 
Schools: www.nyc.gov/schools/Academics/SpecialEducation/ParentResources. 
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NEW YORK CITY ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS 
Progress Report 
Every fall, most schools receive a report and a letter grade (A, B, C, D or F) measuring its success in accelerating student learning 

 
where each child begins his or her journey to graduation and postsecondary readiness.  

Quality Review 
During the school year, many schools receive a two or two and a half day, on-site review by experienced educators, which includes 
meetings with school leadership, teachers, students and parents as well as classroom visits. The review process focuses on the 
quality of: 

 How teachers and staff support student learning 
 Assessment and data used to ensure all students are learning 
 How staff collaborate to improve classroom practice 
 Structure and resource decisions to support improved student achievement 
 The tasks students are asked to perform 

The results of the review are published online in a detailed report describing how coherently the school is organized for student 
success.

NYC School Survey 
Every year, all parents, teachers and 6th 12th grade students are surveyed about the learning environment in their school and the 

ety and 
respect; academic expectations; communication; parent, teacher and student engagement. 

School Accountability Reports in the Directory 
this 

Directory. The results of the School Survey 
member 

that the reports are based on in  indicated. 

The Progress Report grade will be represented as a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F 

The Quality Review score will be represented as an abbreviation.  
There are four abbreviations you will see on the school pages: 

WD = Well Developed (represented by a W in 2008-2009)                    
P = Proficient 
D = Developing    
U = Underdeveloped 
 

The 2008-2009 reports include the abbreviation UPF (Underdeveloped with Proficient Features). 

Please Note: A school must have had at least one graduating class and must not be phasing out in order to receive a Progress Report grade. 

The Graduation Rate 
grade at the same time. Graduation rates for a given year indicate the percentage of students that entered ninth grade four years 
earlier who earned either a Local or Regents diploma by the end of their fourth year (e.g., the graduation rate for the 2008-2009 school 
year is based on students who entered ninth grade in the 2005-2006 school year). Students who earned either a Special Education (IEP) 

diploma or GED are excluded from the graduation rate, but students who graduated in the summer (during the 
month of August) are included.   
 
If you have any questions, about New please email the Division of Academics, 
Performance and Support at accountability@schools.nyc.gov or talk to   The DOE 
Accountability page can be found at www.nyc.gov/schools/accountability. 

 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Progress Report B B 
Quality Review P D 
Graduation Rate 85% 87% 

 

Accountability Data 
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NEW YORK STATE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) indicates satisfactory progress toward the goal of proficiency for all students. To make AYP, schools 
must meet or exceed minimum student participation and academic performance targets on annual state assessments. 

Differentiated Accountability (DA) 
This program provides New York State with the opportunity to better match the interventions to improve student achievement with 
the academic reasons that led to the school's identification for improvement under No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  In addition, this 
flexibility agreement allows local educational agencies (LEAs) to provide supplemental education services (SES) to eligible students in 
Title I schools in the first year of improvement while delaying the provision of school choice until a school has failed to make 
Adequate Yearly Progress subsequent to its identification for school improvement. 

Schools in Need of Improvement (SINI) 
A school identified as a School In Need of Improvement (SINI) is one that did not meet the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets 
for two consecutive years for one or more of the accountable student groups, as determined by New York State achievement 
standards in: 

 English Language Arts (ELA) 
 Mathematics  
 Science (grades 3 8 only)  
 High School Graduation Rates  

While some schools have produced good results for many students, they have not sufficiently improved achievement for all 
students. In other cases, a school is identified as In Need of Improvement when an insufficient number of students participated in 
state-required tests. 

 following page), there are three distinct phases of 
improvement based on the number of years a school fails to make AYP: Improvement, Corrective Action and Restructuring. A 
school moves from one phase to the next phase when it fails to achieve AYP for two years. To be removed from any improvement 
status, a school must meet AYP targets for two consecutive years.  Within these phases, there are improvement categories based on 
the degree of failure to meet AYP targets: Basic (for the Improvement phase only), Focused and Comprehensive.   

The depth, scope and comprehensiveness of the intervention taken to improve the school, as well as the primary 
provider of support, oversight and intervention, vary by phase of improvement and category.  In addition to these 
phases, the New York State Education Department (NYSED) will identify schools that it deems most in need of 
improvement -  Registration Review  (SURR). 

For more information about Differentiated Accountability, visit the New York State Education Department 
website at www.emsc.nysed.gov/nyc/APA/DifferentiatedAccountability/DA_home.html
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NEW YORK STATE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS (CONTINUED) 
School in Need of Improvement (SINI) (continued) 
 

Improvement Phase Interventions and Required Next Steps 

Improvement 

  
 Newly identified schools in the Basic category will undergo School Quality Reviews (SQR). 
 Newly identified schools in the Focused or Comprehensive categories will undergo a 
curriculum audit. 

 Unless identified as PLA, schools that are in their second year of the phase or remained in 
the same phase and year (holding pattern) will not undergo a SQR or a curriculum audit. 

 Schools communities create or modify and implement an improvement plan (as part of the 
 

 Parents are notified about Supplemental Educational Services (SES) and/or Public School 
Choice transfer options. 

Corrective Action 

 
(SES) and Public School Choice transfer options. 

 Newly identified schools undergo a curriculum audit. Unless identified as PLA, schools that 
are in their second year of the phase or remained in the same phase and year (holding 
pattern) will not undergo and a curriculum audit. 

 Schools implement a corrective action plan based on the results. 

Restructuring 

 
(SES) and Public School Choice transfer options. 

 Schools newly identified as Restructuring Year 1 or Restructuring Advanced will undergo a 
two-day on site review by an assigned a Joint Intervention Team (JIT)  that is comprised of a 
Outside Educational Expert, External personnel  and a DOE and NYSED representatives. 

 Findings and recommendation from the JIT review will inform the development or 
 

 Unless newly identified as PLA and SURR, schools that are in their second year of the phase 
or remained in the same phase and year (holding pattern) will not undergo a JIT review. 
These schools continue to implement their restructuring plans or modify as necessary. 

 School phase-out/closure possible, if no significant improvement over time. 

Action to Improve 
All schools identified as In Need of Improvement are required to implement interventions to help improve their instructional 
programs and management. For each Improvement phase, the school utilizes the findings of a specific diagnostic and/or support 
(School Quality Review, External School Curriculum Audit or Assignment of a Joint Intervention Team) to create a school 
improvement plan. A school moves from one phase to the next phase when it fails to achieve AYP for two years. To be removed 
from any improvement status, a school must meet AYP targets for two consecutive years. 

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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NEW YORK STATE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS (CONTINUED) 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB)  
In accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), students who attend schools identified as Title I Schools in Need of 
Improvement (SINI) in year two or more and Persistently Low Achieving (PLA) must be provided with the opportunity to request a 
transfer to a school not in need of improvement. Students who are not eligible for a school transfer may qualify for Supplemental 
Educational Services. For more information about Supplemental Educational Services (SES), e-mail NCLBSES@schools.nyc.gov. 

counselor. If you apply and are matched to an SINI school, you will be expected to attend that school in 
September 2012. Below is a list of SINI schools to which 8th grade students may apply. For more information 
about the No Child Left Behind Public School Choice Program, visit www.nyc.gov/schools/NCLB or email 
NCLB_PSC@schools.nyc.gov. 

Schools in Need of Improvement (SINI) 

Bronx Brooklyn 
Alfred E. Smith Career and Technical Education High School Abraham Lincoln High School 
Banana Kelly High School Automotive High School 

Christopher Columbus High School Boys and Girls High School 

DeWitt Clinton High School Brooklyn School for Global Studies 

Fordham Leadership Academy for Business and Technology EBC High School for Public Service Bushwick 

Frederick Douglass Academy III Secondary School El Puente Academy for Peace and Justice 

Gateway School for Environmental Research and Technology Fort Hamilton High School 

Global Enterprise High School Franklin Delano Roosevelt High School 

Grace Dodge Career and Technical Education High School George Westinghouse Career and Technical Education 

Herbert H. Lehman High School High School for Legal Studies 
Jane Addams High School for Academics and Careers John Dewey High School 

John F. Kennedy High School Lyons Community School 

Millennium Art Academy Metropolitan Corporate Academy High School 
Monroe Academy for Business/Law New Utrecht High School 
New Explorers High School Paul Robeson High School 

Peace and Diversity Academy The School for Human Rights 

Samuel Gompers Career and Technical Education High School Sheepshead Bay High School 

School for Community Research and Learning W.H. Maxwell Career and Technical Education High School 

 William E. Grady Career and Technical Education High School 

Manhattan   

Henry Street School for International Studies Queens 
High School of Graphic Communication Arts August Martin High School 

Marta Valle Secondary School Beach Channel High School 

Murry Bergtraum High School for Business Careers Flushing High School 

Norman Thomas High School Forest Hills High School 

University Neighborhood High School Grover Cleveland High School 

Washington Irving High School Jamaica High School 

 John Adams High School 

Staten Island John Bowne High School 

New Dorp High School Long Island City High School 

Port Richmond High School Newcomers High School 

Susan E. Wagner High School Newtown High School 

 Richmond Hill High School 
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APPLYING TO THE SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOLS 
In addition to the high school programs you list on your application, there are also nine Specialized High Schools in New York City 
that have a separate admissions process. All Specialized High Schools offer a core liberal arts curriculum in addition to courses in 
their area of specialization. Eighth and ninth grade students who are residents of New York City are eligible to take the Specialized 
High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT). 

Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT) Required 
The following eight schools require that prospective students take the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT):

 The Bronx High School of Science  
 The Brooklyn Latin School  
 Brooklyn Technical High School  
 High School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering at the City College  
 High School of American Studies at Lehman College  
 Queens High School for the Sciences at York College  
 Staten Island Technical High School  
 Stuyvesant High School 

If you are interested in applying to these eight schools, you must inform your guidance counselor in September 2011 that you want 
to take the SHSAT.  Your counselor will give you an Admission Ticket, which will indicate the date, location and time of the test. 

The Specialized High Schools Student Handbook provides information about the SHSAT as well as sample tests.  Ask your guidance 
counselor for a copy of the Handbook, or visit www.nyc.gov/schools/choicesenrollment/high/publications.   

Important Note: On the back of the Admission Ticket you will need to rank, in priority order, your choices for the Specialized High Schools 
to which you want to apply.  You will also need to rank your choices in priority order on the back of the SHSAT answer sheet, so be sure to 
select your preferences before the test day! 

Auditions Required 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts is a Specialized High School that requires prospective students 
to audition (but does not require them to take the SHSAT) to seek admission. Applicants do not need to take the SHSAT to apply to 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts.  Eighth and ninth grade students who are residents of New 
York City at the time of the audition are eligible to audition for one or more of the following programs:  

 Dance 
 Drama 
 Instrumental Music 

 Technical Theatre  
 Visual Arts 
 Vocal Music 

For more information about admission to Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts, see page 301.  
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COMPLETING THE HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATION 
Specialized High Schools 
If you are taking the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test or 
if you are applying to one or more of the six programs 
(LaGuardia High School refers to these as "studios") at Fiorello H. 
LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts, check 
the appropriate boxes at the top of the application. 

High School Programs 
 List the programs to which you want to apply in priority order 

 Put your first choice as #1, your second choice as #2, and 
so on, making sure you list each of the programs to which 
you want to apply.  

 You may list up to 12 programs.  
 For each program, write the unique four-character 

Program Code in the left column, the Program Name in 
the center column and the School Name in the right 
column.  

 After you have completed listing your choices, both you and 
your parent/guardian must sign the application before 
submitting it to your guidance counselor. 

 Be sure to get a receipt from your guidance counselor! 

Before You Submit Your Application 
Review your selections with your family and guidance counselor 
to make sure your choices are the best fit for you.  As you 
review, consider the questions below: 

 Did you fill in the program codes? 
 Did you select more than a few programs? 
 Did you apply to a variety of programs (i.e.: programs with different types of Admissions Methods)? 
 Have you selected a series of programs that will support and challenge you academically? 
 Do you meet the minimum selection criteria for all programs on your application? 
 Are you eligible for all of your program choices? 

Submitting Your Application 
You must submit your application to your guidance counselor by December 2, 2011. 

Remember that in the match process, you list the schools in order of preference on your application, then schools rank/consider 
students (according to the designated Admissions Method), and you are matched to the school highest on your application that also 
ranked/considered you. You do not have to tell schools where you ranked them on your application and the schools are not told 
where you listed them on your application.  

You will be matched to only one high school from your application, and you must attend that school in September 2012. The only 
exception is for students who also apply to Specialized High Schools and/or Charter Schools. If accepted to these schools, students 
may have multiple high school offers to consider. 

Need Help?  If you need help filling out your application, contact your guidance counselor or call the Office of Student Enrollment 
at 718-935-2399. 

 

Student Signature:  _________________________________________________________________________Date:  ________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________________________________________Date:  ________________________

Guidance Counselor Signature:  _____________________________________________________________Date:  ________________________

Choice 
Order Program Code Program Name School Name

1 | | |
2 | | |
3 | | |
4 | | |
5 | | |
6 | | |
7 | | |
8 | | |
9 | | |

10 | | |
11 | | |
12 | | |

3

4

Local Zoned School:  

 Specialized High Schools Admissions Test:  
  Check the box to the left to indicate if you will take or have taken the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test.  
Do not list these High Schools under “Other High School Programs.”

Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts: 
Check the box(es) below to apply to one or more programs at Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School. Auditions are required.  
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School program choices should not be listed below under “Other High Schools Programs.” 

 Visual Arts  Dance  Instrumental Music  Vocal Music  Drama  Technical Theatre

Other High School Programs:  
In priority order, print the program code, program name and school name for up to 12 choices.  
When making your program choices, check the travel time to your school choices at www.hopstop.com.

Choice 
Order Program Code Program Name School Name

1 A 9 9 A Program Name 1 School Name 1| | |
d oo

oSAMPLES PSSSSAMPLESSAMPLESAMPS PLEPS Pdede Program Namegram Name SchoScho

AA Program Name 1Program Name 1 SchooSchoo

Student Name OSIS School DBN

 SCHOOL CHOICES 
 Please complete this page.

 REQUIRED SIGNATURES
 Applications must be signed and dated!  S

A
M

P
LE
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PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOL STUDENTS  
Eighth and ninth grade private and parochial school students who are residents of New York City are eligible to participate in the 
High School Admissions Process.  These students participate in the same way as their public school peers; that is, they submit a high 
school application and receive results through their school, and they follow the same schedule and protocol that is outlined for all 
students.   

Here are a few special items of note for private and parochial school students: 

 You should receive an application receipt in early January. This receipt is a confirmation of all information entered on the 
application, as well as any information related to a zoned high school, if relevant. Make sure your name, address and course 
marks are correct on the receipt. 

 Respond in writing to all offers/matches by the Department of Education deadlines.  If you do not respond by the deadline, you 
will forfeit your high school offer. 

 Work directly with your school counselor throughout the admissions process.  All information and documentation is distributed 
through your school, including the high school application, Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT) registration and 
ticket and all admissions results. 
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