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Course Syllabus
English as a Second Language: High School 
Levels: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced

Instructor: Ms. Loretta Bellom

LBellom@schools.nyc.gov


718-796-8516

Description: This is a one-year course designed to help you to further develop your reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in English.  For most students at the high school level, English as a Second Language is scheduled as an additional English Language Arts course which provides additional support for English Language Learners. 
In this course, students will: 

· improve their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills through a variety of student-centered language activities
· become familiar with various aspects of American and multicultural customs
· employ the different stages of the writing process from pre-writing through publishing

· improve their vocabulary (both functional-social and academic)
· work collaboratively with peers
· have a stronger understanding of the format and skills involved with the NYSESLAT and ELA Regents examinations

Classroom Expectations:
Students are expected to: 

· follow all RKA rules (see Code of Conduct) 

· come to class each day on time and be prepared for class 
· participate in the day’s lesson/activities
· complete class work and nightly homework on time (late class work/ homework will lose 1 point per day late and will not be accepted after 3 days)

· complete long-term projects/ assignments on time (late assignments will lose ten points per day late)
· make up any work they have missed if absent (this is for excused absences only!) 
· do their own work at all times (see Code of Conduct, plagiarism) 

· do their best and ask for help when necessary

Course Requirements and Materials:

Assignments will include: 

· essays and personal response papers

· journal writing 

· exams and quizzes

· independent reading

· individual and group projects

· NYSESLAT and English Regents practice 

· You will need to have a class work / homework notebook, a file folder, a pocket dictionary, and an independent reading book 

· We will use the following textbook:

Milestones, Book C: by N. Anderson, J. Korey-O’Sullivan, and J. Trujillo; Heinle Cengage Learning
We will also use a variety of supplemental texts and materials
Grading Policy:

Assessment- 40%  
Assessment includes all work done inside and outside of class including tests and quizzes, projects, and daily class work.
Participation-40%
Engaging in the daily classroom activities with peers is an integral part of the learning experience. Frequent, active participation is expected of all students. 

Homework-20%

Nightly homework (including independent reading) is an extension of the class, giving students the additional practice they need to be successful language learners.  

Attendance Policy:
Regular and punctual attendance is necessary for classroom success. Three latenesses will count as one non-excused absence. Non-excused absences will result in disciplinary action.  

I look forward to a positive and productive school year. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood the syllabus, rules and expectations, and grading policy of the High School ESL class.

____________________________________

_____________________________________

Student’s name and official class (printed) 





Student’s signature

________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s name





Parent’s Guardian’s signature
