Math A
Course Overview

When viewed in the right manner, the world of math is incredibly fascinating.  As 9th and 10th graders, students will have the freedom to be creative and discover these subjects in various approaches that are suitable to your particular learning abilities.  However, in conjunction with this freedom will be the responsibility to maintain strong self motivation when material becomes demanding.  As the teacher, I will act as the students’ guide and mentor as we explore interesting concepts in relation to the subject matter through intriguing demonstrations and projects.  Students will be expected to pursue challenges and constantly strive to seek their full potential.  I trust that while their academic growth and proficiency becomes increasingly realized over the years, they will become inspired and awed by the empowering knowledge that comes with learning math. 



Projects

Much of the coursework in addition to lessons will revolve around a collection of projects that students will be engaging in over the next year.  Projects will vary in terms of content, duration, and expectations, as well as to the degree to which they transcend the classroom.  

Homework
In addition to projects, homework assignments will be routinely administered to students to strengthen subject knowledge and develop firm understandings of key concepts within the curriculum.   Completion of homework assignments will be factored into a student’s final grade and thus should be completed with care in a timely fashion.  Students will be given ample time to complete homework assignments.  Therefore, late work will not be accepted without approval from the teacher.  If a student should be absent for any such reason, or extenuating circumstances arise that prevent the student from completing homework, it is necessary that the teacher be contacted in order to make arrangements for the completion of any missed assignment(s). 

Grading scale

90% - 100% 

A


80% - 89%

B


70% - 79%

C


0% - 69%

F

Materials to bring to class


Highlighters


Pencils


Pens (black or blue)


2 single subject notebooks


1 composition notebook


1 graph paper notebook

Scientific calculator/ Graphing Calculator

Text Books

Math Topics
Tools of Algebra

Functions and their graphs

Algebraic concepts and simple equations

Equations and Inequalities

Graphing and writing Linear equations

Systems of equations and inequalities

Quadratic equations and functions

Exponents and Exponential equations

Right triangles and radical expressions

Polynomials

Rational expressions and functions

Tools of geometry

Investigating geometric figures

Transformations

Triangle Relationships

Measuring in the plane

            Measuring in space
Classroom Behavior

Classroom policy towards behavior will focus on developing the students’ awareness for professionalism.  This will encompass all behaviors that are expected in the professional world, including manners, respect towards others, work ethic, and accountability.  In addition, it will be encouraged that all students strive to become role models for other students and in their communities.

Class Text : 

Math A : Prentice Hall, New York Math A ISBN: 0-13-122377-1

Amsco’s Mathematics A : ISBN: 1-56765-546-7

Prentice Hall Comprehensive Review for the New York Math A Examination: ISBN: 0-13-890106-6

Regents High School Mathematics: ISBN: 0-937820-76-8

