Recommended Geometry Curricula

Department of Mathematics 2008-9 
Beginning in September 2008, students across New York State will be studying a new 10th grade math course, Geometry. Although geometry topics have been taught in Math A and Math B (and Sequential Math before them), there has not been a complete geometry course in New York City for more than 30 years. The new course, standards and assessment require new curriculum for us to successfully prepare our students. Unlike the 9th-grade math course, Integrated Algebra, there will not be a single citywide core curriculum being centrally ordered in Geometry. Schools will need to choose and purchase their own and in order to provide them with guidance, the Department of Mathematics has issued a list of recommended curricula. Publishers on this recommended list are committed to providing pacing calendars and summer professional development for teachers from schools that have chosen their curricula. The Department of Mathematics is committed to organizing and publicizing the summer professional development and disseminating the pacing calendars. Schools are free to choose textbooks that are not on the recommended list, but as far as pacing calendars and professional development, they would be on their own.
The recommended curricula are:

	FAMIS #
	ISBN
	Title
	Price

	90107148X
	ISBN 978-0-618-91232-2
	McDougal Littell Geometry New York Pupil Edition
	$ 75.95

	132028751
	ISBN 0-13-202875-1
	Prentice Hall Geometry New York Student Text
	$ 69.63

	559538820
	ISBN 978-1-55953-882-4
	Discovering Geometry: An Investigative Approach 4th Edition Student Textbook (Key Curriculum Press)
	$ 68.15


The effort to choose which curricula to recommend began in the fall of 2007. The Department of Mathematics organized a full-day free conference on the new geometry course on Professional Development Day, Tuesday November 6, which was attended by over 300 math educators from throughout the city. At this conference every publisher of high school geometry curriculum was invited to set up a table in the large conference space with samples of its material and sales representatives to answer questions. They were also expected to provide hour-long workshops repeated during the day demonstrating how their curricula would help New York City students meet the new state standards and succeed on the new assessment. At the end of the conference participants were surveyed on their opinions of the various curricula that they had been exposed to that day. Subsequently, the publishers were invited to submit their materials for evaluation. Information about the new NYS geometry curriculum and on geometry workshops have been advertised in the Principals Weekly and in the math newsletter, Figures since the fall. During the summer of 2007 a 6 credit course (3 credits for math and 3 credits for math education credits) was offered free at City College through a NYS grant. 
Eighteen math educators served on a committee which evaluated materials and met with and questioned representatives from seven publishers during February and March 2008. The committee comprised assistant principals, math coaches, math teachers, UFT representative, a principal, special educator, math specialists and representatives of several school support organizations. (Their names, job titles and affiliations are posted at http://authoring.nycboe.net/NR/rdonlyres/94A00909-88AB-4B76-B0A7-A49E9D4914CC/53993/HSGeometryCommitteeEvaluators.doc. They used a six-page checklist, which was adapted for this effort from the standard evaluation matrix used in previous years for science and literacy curricula. (A sample of the checklist is available at http://schools.nycenet.edu/offices/teachlearn/mathematics/Geometry_Checklist.doc. Points were awarded according to seventy criteria, earning up to three points each, for a possible maximum total of 210 points. The criteria were organized into the following categories:

· Math Content

· Lesson Design and Instructional Strategies

· Equity in Student Learning

· Support for Teachers

· Assessment

· Technology

· Demonstrated Effectiveness in the Classroom

· Other Considerations

After tabulating the committee’s evaluations for each of the seven curricula, the Department of Mathematics is recommending the three top-scoring entries.

