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New Age Tech Meets Dead End 
Students Discuss Cell Phone Ban 
By Maya Chuck  

  In January of 2006, the Department of Education made 
a decision to ban the possession of cell phones in all high schools 
across New York City. Manhattan Hunter Science is one of the 
many schools in NYC which currently complies with the DOE 
ban of cell phones.  Students and teachers 
at MHSHS had differing opinions about 
cell phones in recent interviews.  
   “It will make the city safer, in emergen-
cies you'll be able to call,” says Mary 
Vasquez. “Yes they can be fun, but also 
important for security in any situation.” 
    As most know, the history of the MLK campus can be known 
as quite infamous in the city so metal detectors for safety already 
ruled out bringing cellphones into the building. Though metal 
detectors at the entrance and exits of the building are a safety 
precaution, students found them more of an inconvenience, and 
want the option of cell phones despite arguments that they may 
use them to cheat.   
  “Even if they banned it, [students] will still cheat,” says 

Gabby Cortez, Sophomore. “If kids wanted to cheat they'll find a 
way.” 
   Paul  Borisenko, Junior, thinks that cellphones are used, “More 
so than entertainment because they can save your life and not let 
parents worry.” Besides cheating purposes and distractions in 
rooms, most students are concerned about how a lack of commu-
nication with parents can cause as a hazard during emergencies.  
   “I think that when bad things happen, the parents want to be 

able to communicate with their kids, 
which can cause too many people to 
come to one area and slow emergency 
vehicles down,” says Ms. Kreisman, prin-
cipal of MHSHS. She raises the point that 
although students feel that cellphones can 
make them safer while traveling in New 

York, they can pose a threat to students and even others during a 
time of emergency.  
   She sympathized with the students during an interview with a 
reporter at the school. She realized how important cell phones 
had become to high school students and how upset many students 
and parents “became when the policy was first implemented in 
high schools. But she also understood how cell phones in school 
could cause even more trouble with the continuing advancements 
in technology.      Continued on page 3 

 People don’t expect teenagers to be able to portray 
adults well. Watching MHSHS’s production if Rumors on its 
opening night last week contradicted this belief. If you didn’t 
know the cast, you would have no idea it was teenagers acting as 
suave, country club socialites. This play was more than just good: 
it was mind-boggling.  
    The comedy, ‘Rumors,’ was about four couples who were all 
at the house of their good friends, Charley and Myra Brock, to 
celebrate their 10th anniversary. They suddenly discover that 
Myra is missing, and Charley is passed out with a gunshot wound 
to his ear and a empty bottle of valium. Since no one knows ex-
actly what happened rumors start  about Myra and Charley and 
everyone who is there. As the night goes on, the stories begin to 
unravel and reveal the truth in all 
those rumors. 
    The ensemble cast comple-
mented each other perfectly, mir-
roring the emotion of each scene. 
They played off each other flawlessly, and seemed like a very 
tight knit cast. Yashar Fink, playing tax collector Lenny Ganz, 
seemed as if he had been in the profession for years. Yashar was 
a businessman from the local country club and was phenomenal. 
His wife Claire Ganz, played by Kayla Ross, was very funny. 
Now who seemed to shock me were Ediberto Diaz, Sharrie 

Huang and Shaira Valoy as the playbill said this was their first 
play. From their performances I would have never thought that. 
They seemed to be naturals and should continue acting in their 
future. Paul Borisenko, Sue Rochelle Merecido, Syed Sarar, Piotr 
Teczynski and James Chalco graced the stage with their comical 
presence: the audience was full of laughter.  
    Everybody’s outfits perfectly went with their characters and 
the women’s dresses told you something about their character. 
The sound effects made the atmosphere even more life like — 
from the gunshots to the police radios. The lighting was very well 
put together and there seemed to be no problems with the stage 
management during this play. The backdrop set the perfect at-
mosphere. Not once did something fall or shake during the play.   

Rumors “Mind Boggling,” Comical 
By Imari Camargo Sealy 

“Yes, they can be fun, but also  
important for security in any  

situation.” 

They played off each 
other flawlessly. 



 

 

SCHOOL AND CAMPUS NEWS  

   With Nancy Pelosi recently becom-
ing the first woman speaker of the 
House of Representatives and rumors 
swirling that Hilary Clinton will be the 
next Democratic Nominee for Presi-
dent, the Manhattan Hunter Science 
High School community discussed 
their perspectives about women in 
power. The debate about having a 
women president astonishes some and 
motivates others. The issue divided the 
MHSHS community.  
    Dissatisfaction with the current 
president, George Bush, causes some, 
such as junior Noora Hossain, to favor 
a female president. “She is likely to get 
the job done with a calmer attitude,” 
she said. “She will represent every-
one’s ideas, including men and 
women.” 
   According to some students inter-
viewed, it seems that when deciding to 
elect a female president, more attention 
is given to the fact that the president is 
a woman rather than what the president 
has to say. Others say to be a good 
president you must be confident with a 
clear message and a plan to accomplish 
changes; it does not matter whether 
you are a man or a woman as long as 
you have these characteristics. “It all 

depends on the politics and the way the 
leader presents themselves,” said 
sophomore Matt Salha. But some stu-
dents feel that women do not have the 
strength to deal with all the stress that 
a president has to go through. “Men 
and women are not meant to be equal,” 
said Joel Jimenez, junior. 
   Why have women been seen so infe-
rior to men? “ Men have sustained and 
created a hold on power” said Spanish 
teacher Ms. Holmes. “If women were 
to compete with men, men would be in 
trouble. If women gained equal oppor-
tunities then there would be major 
competition.” She said that men have 
been able to make women seem imma-
ture and incapable of doing the work 
that men can perform.  
   Chemistry teacher Mr. Rosser had a 
different idea. “Men are scared of 
women,” he said.  But Eralis Ventura 
disagrees with Rosser and says that the 
reason women do not influence gov-
ernment is because they are scared to 
speak their mind. “There are a not a lot 
of us [who speak our minds].” 
When asked who they would vote for 
as the first female president, people 
seemed to want teachers in power.  
   “Ms. Kreisman would be a good 

leader,” said Isamar Duran “She is able 
to organize [people].”  
   Rosser, on the other hand, said that 
Ms. Sperling would be a good leader 
for her understanding of government 
issues.  

Why Vote for Females? 
Teachers, Students Discuss Women in Politics 
By Orin Paramanik 

Juniors Eralis Ventura and Isamar Duran 
discuss females in power 

Join the Staff of the Voice! 
We are looking for writers, photographers, editors and designers who can com-

mit to meeting on Mondays and Wednesdays! 
See Ms. Johnson, Ms. Bryant, Maya Chuck or Jessenia Garcia for more info!!! 
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Cell cont. from page 1... 
   “Having been in places where 
cellphones were permitted, 
there were always temptations 
there and there's always a pos-
sibly that it may go off,” she 
said.  
   Ms. Riordan, history teacher, 
said, “Cellphones shouldn't be 
in schools, it can be a big dis-
traction. Yes, you can call to 
jump other students, it defi-
nitely can influence gang vio-
lence.” But Shaira Valoy, an-
other sophomore at MHSHS 
says, “It all depends on the stu-
dents, because some use it for 
bad purposes while others 
don't. one person can ruin the 
whole bunch.”  
   Many district board members 
whose role it was to discuss 
issues in New York schools 
argued the ban. “Some believed 
that cell phones were  needed 
by students and that the school 
shouldn't decide whether or not 
the cell phones should be per-
mitted,” says community board 
member Javier Chuck. The fact 
that some people who volun-
teered to work with the DOE 
actually disagreed with its pol-
icy makes this debate look 
much less clean cut than it may 
have in the very beginning.     
Staff Reporter Diana Bailon 
contributed to this report.               

WORLD AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 Students and political activists in 
Manhattan reacted to a controversial bill, 
The Military Commissions Act, recently 
signed by President Bush in Washington. 
This bill allows Bush to take anybody 
who seems to be a threat to the country 
and jail them without an opportunity for 
trial and eliminate U.S. rights.  
    “I think it is a direct violation 
of our constitution,” said William 
Ramirez a student of governmen-
tal studies at John Jay University 
who felt really upset that congress 
allowed this to happen. He also 
stated, “that it is a direct violation of our 
human rights, our right to privacy, and our 
rights to a fair trial.” With this law some 
of our rights are eliminated according to 
Ramirez. On the other hand, Bush states 
that signing the bill was a privilege. The 
Washington Post quoted Bush as saying, 
“It is a rare occasion when a president can 
sign a bill he knows will save American 
lives.” Supporters say that the bill can be 
a great way to make America safer from 
terrorists.  This bill allows the government 
to obtain legal possession of individuals 
on American soil, and can also apply to 
American citizens.    
 “I believe it is definitely unconsti-
tutional,” said Krya Stoddart a coordina-
tor of direct response in online fundrais-
ing at Amnesty International who is also 
against the Military Commissions Act. 
Now that democrats seized control of both 
the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate “this law can be reversed right away” 

said Stoddart. Since according to some 
people this new law eliminates some of 
our bill of rights it is causing some con-
troversy. “It definitely violates the 6th and 
8th amendments,” she said.  
The 6th amendment is the right to a 
speedy, public and fair trial and the 8th 

amendment is the one that 
disallows cruel and unusual 
punishment. According to 
Stoddart this law is a 
“devastating act” because it 
gives the president permission 
to torture who ever he feels is 

a threat to the country. 
 “Why would they make it legal to 
torture people?” asked Genesis Castillo, 
sophomore. Genesis believes it’s “messed 
up” the fact that a bill like that was ap-
proved. According to Genesis the Military 
Commissions Act brings fear to a lot of 
people who know about it. “This affects 
me because I know Bush has the right to 
do that and it scares me,” said Genesis 
Castillo who was shocked to hear about 
the Military Commissions Act. 
 “I’m against it, I don’t think its 
right for him to control people,” said 
Leiry Santos.  Santos believes that writing 
about the Military Commissions Act in 
school newspapers will draw a lot of peo-
ple’s attention. “It is a good way to spread 
the old news that a lot of people were 
never aware of,” said Leiry Santos. 

Did you know that…? 
By: Tawana Porter 

Since late October Nicaragua, a Central 
American Country located between Costa 
Rica and Honduras, has been the first Latin 
American country to completely outlaw 
abortion, which is the right to terminate 
pregnancy.   
   The law currently states that any doctor or woman caught 
performing or receiving an abortion will be given an eight 
year prison sentence.  Many Nicaraguans feel that the new 

abortion law, passed by President Enrique Bolanos, is un-
fair and a violation to women’s rights.  This is most likely 
because Bolanos recently asked the Nicaraguan legislation 
to increase the jail time to thirty years instead of eight.  He 
wants harsher punishments for what many countries do 
not consider a crime.   
   This bill against abortion applies to all women including 
those who have been raped and those who have any risk of 

losing their life during childbirth.  
   On the flip side, however, this bill will most likely in-
crease the production of condoms and other effective forms 
of birth control. 

Students Call New Bill ‘Unjust’ 
By Jessenia Garcia 

“Why would 
they make it 
legal to torture 
people?”  



 

 

Sports Wrap Up 
By Kennedy Delgadillo 
 
As you all know, MLK is the 
NYC soccer champ once again. 
They have been finalists in the 
PSAL soccer championships for 
the past 11 years and have won 
the championship nine times out 
of those 11. 
They are 
ranked #3 in 
the country for 
finishing last 
season with a 
record of 19-
0-1 and this 
year 11-0. 
Manhattan 
Hunter Sci-
ence Junior 
and soccer team member Jona-
than Carr-Malatzkie said, "I 
think the team is amazing, more 
talented then some colleges I've 
seen. Well, a lot of people are 
leaving and it will be hard to 
keep up the third in the country 
spot we have. But, we have some 
talented freshmen and from what 
I hear, Jake (the soccer coach), 
may have a few more important 
additions for next year. But next 
year is a long way off, anything 
could happen." 
Now ending the talk about soc-
cer, how about that baseball 

team? Because of the struggle to 
at least make it to the playoff for 
the past two years and finishing 
the seasons with averages of 
.063(2005) and .188(2006), they 
have now been moved down 
from the a-division to the b-
division. For these past two 
years, they won a total of four 

games out of 
32 games in 
total. We 
asked 
MSHSHS Jun-
ior Joel 
Jimenez, MLK 
Knights' out-
fielder, for his 
opinion about 
this change. 
He said, "It 

helps the team in both a good 
and bad way. It  
gives the team a better chance to 
get far in the season, but at the 
same time, doesn’t give the team 
the competition needed to be-
come a better team to help be 
more eligible for future playing." 
   Now for the female teams: The 
varsity volleyball team finished 
the season with an even record 
of 4-4. The basketball team is 
looking pretty darn good with 
two wins and one loss.  
. That’s sports in MLK.  

   Just when it looked 
like an easy win for the 
MLK Knights they fell 
apart. Trailing by as 
many as 10 points in 
the game, the High 
School for Math Sci-
ence and Engineering 
Dragons handed 
King a disheart-
ening 44-50 
overtime loss on 
Wednesday December 
14th. King dropped to 2 
– 4  on the season.  
   In a slow-paced, low-
scoring first quarter the 
Dragons could not find 
the basket, scoring only 
one field goal and fal-
ling behind 11-18 at 
halftime intermission.  
   They finally found a 
rhythm, outscoring 
MLK 33-26 in the sec-
ond half. They tied for 
only the second time at 
38-38 with a three 
point shot and sent the 
game to overtime with 
a buzzer-beating three 
pointer from the right 
corner.  
    The Dragons took 
their first lead of the 

game in overtime and 
never looked back. 
MLK did not score in 
the extra session. 
King’s Carl Smalls did 
his usual damage regis-
tering 11 points, 15 
rebounds and four as-

sists. Getting 
his second 
straight start 
of the season, 

Raphael Pedilla lead 
King with 12 points 
and added eight re-
bounds.   
    Starter Gerald Sand-
ers missed his second 
of four games due to a 
suspension from the 
team. Filling in for 
him, Alvaro Reynoso 
put together his best 
game of the season 
with a season high of  
eight points and 11 re-
bounds, including five 
on the offensive glass. 
Quincy Grant contrib-
uted with nine points. 
Dennis Liew handed 
out four assists but was 
limited to only two 
points.  

Knights: 44 
Dragons: 50 

SPORTS  

 The MLK track team is well into the season with 
two meets completed.  At the first meet, the 300 race was 
the most popular one. Ajani Perjis and Ivan Schoop both 
ran it in 42 seconds. Ali Yaktubay finished forth with 47 
seconds afer a neck and neck race with Daryll Alegne 
who finished fifth with 48 seconds 
 On the 4X400 meter Relay race the team (Ivan, Daryl, 
Ali, Ajani) did not do so well due to lack of endurance. 
Matt Yaggy, who ran a 1000 meter race did not do as well 
as he had anticipated: it seemed as though he began at a 
faster pace than normal which made him tired.  

    For the females Nancy Cordova got a bronze medal for 
female high jump, clearing the bar at four feet. Nancy 
also finished sixth in the hurdles. Rafaella Smoth partici-
pation in shot-put competition did not earn her a medal, 
but set her personal best, throwing the ball 24 feet.   
     The next meet will be on December 23 at the Armory, 
which is located on 168th street and Fort Washington. 
Competition starts at 9am for the girls and 1pm for the 
boys. Anyone is welcome to come, it's free and the team 
could always use a bit of support! 

MLK Track Team Starts Season 
By Ivan Schoop 

BOYS VARISTY B-BALL 
TEAM SUFFERS 
 TOUGH DEFEAT 
By Arkadiusz Rogala  
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FILM 

     When I first saw the trailer for the movie Happy Feet, I was 
outraged. It made me furious just to think about penguins sing-
ing and dancing. To think, they could barely walk and now 
they are dancing and singing in weird voices. 
So when the movie came out, I was just think-
ing how I was going to love watching the crit-
ics make fun of this stupid movie. When I came 
to school, I heard all the girls talking about how 
they are definitely going to see the movie be-
cause, “The penguins are just sooo cute!” I 
even heard one of the girls saying, “They make 
me want to jump up and sing and dance.” 
   Well, I went to watch the movie last week. I went in knowing 
that this was going to be a waste of time: I was going to dislike 
the movie.  
   Guess what? I absolutely loved the movie. I was drawn into 
its spell. Happy Feet revolves around many themes: comedy, 
adventure, music, reality, and society.  
   The main reason I was enamored by this movie was because 
of the reality it showed to the audience: how hard it can be for 

someone who is different, and how society treats you. I think 
anyone can relate to this movie in some way.  In the movie’s 
world of emperor penguins, each penguin has their own song 

which they use to find their mates,  but Mumble 
(voice by Elijah Wood), son of Memphis (voice by 
Hugh Jackman) and Norma Jean (voice by Nicole 
Kidman), was a little different. Mumble couldn’t 
sing, but he could tap dance really well.  
   Mumble was singled out in society because of odd 
looks and weird dancing. He also had a crush on 
Gloria (voice by Brittany Murphy), but she didn’t 

really notice him. Later on Mumble finds some friends and 
tries to help his fellow penguins to get food again. 
    Overall, I think Happy Feet is a must see. Go watch it now! 
Although, I have to warn you: Do not wear any footwear that 
makes a lot of noise when tapped. I guarantee you will start to 
tap your feet while watching. Yes! I have to admit that I did so 
myself.   
          I am just happy I didn’t have to make any bad comments 
about the movie. 

When Daniel Craig (Layer Cake) was announced as the replace-
ment for Pierce Brosnan in the Bond franchise, there was an up-
roar.  People complained mostly about his looks and his hair 
color.  They were afraid the Bond they had come to know and 
love was being flushed down the toilet.  The opening and re-
sponse to Casino Royale however, quieted the protests. 
    Casino Royale hits the ground running and continues at a 
breakneck pace for almost the entire two and a half hours.  There 
is a short romantic lull, but that is quickly interrupted by stunning 
gunfire and action.  This gritty film goes back to the roots of 
James Bond and demonstrates how he became the 007 portrayed 
by players like Brosnan or Roger Moore. 
   After a black and white sequence in which Bond makes a dirty 
kill and a catchy opening sequence (Music by Chris Cornell), you 
are thrown into a blistering chase through Madagascar .  Bond is 
running after a freelance bomb-maker named Mollaka (Sebastian 
Foucan). The chase spans across a construction site, the jungle, 
and an embassy.  Foucan is stunning as the bomb-maker.  At 
some points it seems as if he is defying gravity or simply floating 
in the air. 
   The movie is full of explosive action sequences like this one 
and gunplay.  The plot is a bit confusing, seeing as it throws in 
many characters from early on in the movie.  However, the ma-
jority of the movie revolves around a villain named Le Chiffre 
(Mads Mikkelson) who just happens to weep blood.  Le Chiffre is 
a mathematical genius that plays the stock market using money 

gained from partnerships with freedom fighters or arms deal-
ers.  Mikkelson delivers a chilling performance as Le Chiffre, 
especially during a squirm-inducing torture scene.  
   Using his ill-begotten money, Le Chiffre sets up a poker tour-
nament into which Bond is entered to arrest Le Chiffre.  Some 
may argue that the poker game slows the movie down, but the 
game is interrupted by short, intense bursts of action.  Even if you 
don’t enjoy a game of poker, the sequence won’t be unbearable.   
   For the fans of the more cookie-cutter Bond movies, you need 
not worry.  Casino Royale is full of Bond-style one liners and 
puns.  There is a sufficient amount of sexiness injected into the 
movie by Daniel Craig and the obligatory Bond girls, played by 
Eva Green ( Kingdom of Heaven ) and Caterina Murino.  M 
(played brilliantly by Judi Dench), is constantly astounded and 
angered by Bond’s antics.  The action may be a bit rougher and 
dirtier then the usual suave Bond film, but it is still Bond-
esque.  The music is excellently woven into the movie and sub-
tlety incorporates elements of the original bond theme song. 
    The only disappointment to some Bond fans may be the ending 
of the movie.  It is missing the usual explosion that has accompa-
nied the ends of the recent Bond movies.  The ending however, is 
still very clever and very Bond.   
 
Casino Royale is rated PG-13 for scenes of violence, torture, and 
sexual content.  It is a great movie for any action fan and a must-
see for any Bond fan.         

“I was thinking 
how I was going to 
love watching crit-
ics make fun of this 
stupid movie.” 

Happy Feet: A Frown Turned Upside Down 
 By Muhammed Islam  

Catch up on Movies Over Winter Break! 

New Bond Makes the Cut 
By Matt Yaggy 
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 As a student of MHSHS I have 
the advantage of experiencing college 
life first hand. Being in college before 
being admitted has been a great experi-
ence not to mention a source of pride 
because I’ve worked arduously to get 
here.  Joining this early college pro-
gram has helped me to learn how to 
make smart decisions so that when I 
reach college I will be prepared.          
          Some of the most positive things 
about being in this early college pro-
gram are the independence and amount 
of leisure time we have. I always have 
enough time to complete my assign-
ments nowadays because there is so 
much time to get work done in so 
many ways.  
 Being on campus, we are 
treated like every other student: no one 
knows who we are because there are 
just so many damn people or just for 
the simple fact that we are indeed col-
lege students. There is no reason to fail 
this program, even if you are absent, 
because your homework is posted 

online. If 
you don’t 
have a com-
puter there 

are computer labs and a library that has 
a computer lab for student use.  You 
have so much freedom: no one is on 
your tail telling you what to do or 
when to do it. There are no deans and 
principals telling the boys to take off 
their hats and other garments. The 
boys, however, are still so used to the 
old rules that I see them take off their 
hats all the time and then say, “Oh 
wait. I forgot.”  
 Sometimes the quietness 
scares me. You are really independent. 
But you know what, it’s all about op-
tions and time management. You can 
bring your cell phones and ipods, heck 
you can bring your stereo if you want 
to. My Hunter college schedule is the 

best: I’ve never seen anything like it. It 
is so flexible that you can even get a 
job to help out with your finances.  
          Although this experience is 
mostly good there are some things that 
will have you thinking and stressing. I 
mean we have way too much leisure 
time on our hands and some people 
don’t know how to make it worth 
while, so they relax. There is no time 
to be on vacation because you have to 
make sure you’re passing social stud-
ies and English. It’s an insane amount 
of work but all you have to do is know 
how to balance your time and your 
work load. It’s not only Hunter Col-
lege that we are worried about but also 
our senior responsibilities such as 
prom and applying to colleges. College 
applications are especially hard be-
cause they are so time consuming. 
Back to back to back there is some-
thing that needs to be done. It gets hec-
tic at times. Even though this experi-
ence has its ugly side I wouldn’t 
change it for the world.  

                                                 The Voices of Hunter by Vicky Lau 
What are you doing over the vacation? 

 
 
 
 

Quincy Grant 
Junior, 16 
Manhattan, NY 
 
‘Sleep, eat, work out and 
have fun…get homework 
done.” 

Tavia Borwell 
Freshman, 14 
New York City 
 
“I’m going to Atlanta to see 
my aunts and cousins. 
We’re going ice skating at 
Bryant Park.” 

Ivan  Schoop,  
Sophomore, 15 
Bronx, NY  
 
“I’m looking forward to 
going to North Carolina 
to see my sister….that’s 
the most special thing.”  

Senior Lives 
Senior Cassian Thompson tells it like it is  

Sometimes the quietness 
scares me. You are really 

 independent.  
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A Brighter Day 
By Tatiana Scott 
   
I lay in my bed at night 
Thinking about all the things 
That went wrong today 
How your wind blew roughly 
And how your rain fell so heavy 
 
“Stop! Stop!” I called out to you 
“Why must you be so harsh?” 
“Why won’t you let me rest?” 
“And my days aren’t the best” 
 
Your rain drops slap me in the face 
Your wind picks me up 
Then slams me to the wall 
Now all of a sudden your flood 
It just takes over my body 
 
All that’s left is a pile of wet clothes 
Just there, right here, 
Dripping wet soaking up the floor 
Sitting out to dry 
 
But through it all I see, 
Well I think I see a little bit of light 
It seems as if the sun was 
The sun was playing peek-a-boo 
Sneaking in and out behind the clouds 
 
There’s light, there isn’t light 
There’s light, there isn’t  
And finally, the sun comes out 
Forgetting about the storm 
And begins to shine through it all 

Tribulations of the Mind 
By Badrul Islam 
 
Alive but dead. 
Disoriented, desolate and paranoid. 
I’m reliving all of those bad days that 
hindered me from seeing the light. 
This feeling of doom is repressing me, 
creeping up like a volcano that’s about 
to erupt. 
My mind gives me neither respite nor 
logic. 
 
I’m in a vacant room full of mirrors 
that reflect back at me like a monster, 
mocking me. 
Torturing my soul. 
A constant battle with myself. 
Trying hard to keep up with life’s vicissi-
tudes. 
What am I to do? 
What am I to do? 
 
My mind is tormenting me, haunting me 
with unwanted thoughts. 
Plaguing me with catastrophic images. 
The ticking of the clock… 
 The swinging of the ominous pendulum; 
descending gradually towards the end. 
Who will come and save me from my mis-
ery, clinging to every cell in my body. 
My soul cries for deliverance… 

CREATIVE WRITING 

 
 

Want to be a published? Send your 
 poetry, artwork and prose to 

MHS2Voice@yahoo.com 



 

 

Please pick up your #2 pencils and 
take out a sheet of paper.  The question 
and the answer choices are as follows: 
How determined are you in graduating 
from MHSHS?   
    (A) A lot 
    (B) A little 
    (C) I don’t know 
    (D) I don’t care 
      
There is a high probability that many 
students would choose D.   
     Now some of you may be asking, 
“What’s the problem with saying that 
we don’t care about how we feel on 
graduating high school?”  Well, I can 
assure you that this attitude can have 
consequences.   
     Do you see where I’m going with 
this? 
     If not, consider the following: ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of the Cen-
sus, one-third of those who enter High 
School don’t graduate and only three 
out of four of those who do go to pub-
lic colleges. 
And why are these high school gradua-
tion statistics so low? 
     Because when you get right down 
to it, we are faced with so many social 

and academic pressures in our lives 
that we second-guess our abilities to 
climb the ladder of success. 
     This lack of confidence in graduat-
ing high school or pursuing a college 
degree is what keeps us from achieving 
but we need to work hard to accom-
plish our goals. 
     Our journey is not a simple task. 
The battles to fight: puberty, peer pres-
sure, competition, or just being ac-
cepted by our peers are but a few of 
the challenges we endure. 
     It is popular belief that young peo-
ple who do not complete high school 
face more problems later in life than 
people who graduate and attend col-
lege. However, what people don’t real-
ize are the hardships that the youth go 
through in high school. High school is 
survival of the fittest; whether in intel-
lectual prowess or social status. It’s 
believing in ourselves that makes it 
easier to survive in this academic jun-
gle. 
     Each of us has had our share of the 
high school experience and we are not 
alone when we sometimes fail to make 
ends meet.  
    "I have noticed the changes that I 

have gone through going from a child 
to a teen,” said an anonymous MHSHS 
student. “One thing I’ve learned is that 
the road to adulthood is a tough one 
and if I don't keep the anger that I get 
because of my parents and the frustra-
tion from my schoolwork, I will lose 
my determination and my way towards 
adulthood."  
     Your support group doesn’t have to 
be only your peers, but also family and 
even teachers can encourage you. 
     Mr. Bristol, a MHSHS English 
teacher tells his students, “You were 
born to succeed.”  
     The lessons and experiences 
learned in Hunter Science will help us 
to excel in the future and give us the 
knowledge to tackle our next future 
challenge: college.  
     Therefore, never lose sight of those 
goals that you hope to accomplish, 
those dreams you will have to fight for 
and the high school experience that 
you will need to start caring about.  
Always remember that it is okay to 
take chances, make mistakes, and pick 
up those #2 pencils again and take 
those SATs. 
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Feeling Left out? Join some of these  EXTRA CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES by Radenko Sarac 
JOURNALISM CLUB/SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 
Ms.Bryant and Ms. Johnson Room. 564 
     Meets on Mondays and Wednesdays 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB Ms. Holmes and Ms. Persaud 
Room 534 
     Tuesday and Thursday 7:30 - 8:00 am 
     Tuesday and Thursday 2:17 - 3:06 pm 
NURSING CLUB Ms. Naraine  Room 570 
     Once a month (date varies)- see Ms. Naraine for more de-
tails 
VOLUNTEER CLUB Ms. Naraine Room 570  
     Thursday 3:00 pm 
SKI/SNOWBOARD CLUB Ms. Irom Room 500 
     December 14th during lunch- first meeting 
     Hunter Mountain Ski/Snowboard trip in January  
MILITARY HISTORY CLUB Mr. Eisenstadt Room 548 

    Tuesday  3:00 pm 
    (learn history, play games, watch movies, design war 
games, and  have fun) 
HIP-HOP CLUB Mr. Shed Room 550 
     Tuesday 3:00 to 4:30 pm 
HISTORICAL FILM SOCIETY Ms. Riordan and Ms. 
Moore Room 566 
     Fridays after school (watch and discuss movies) 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT Mr. Bristol Room 568 
     See Mr. Bristol for details 
SENIOR YEARBOOK Mr. Castillo Lab 
Fridays after school  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions? Comments?  
Send your letters to the editor! 
 
MHS2Voice@yahoo.com 


