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Books to Get Hooked on This Summer
Abdel-Fattah, Randa.  Does My Head Look Big in This?  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Year Eleven at an exclusive prep school in the suburbs of Melbourne, Australia, would be tough enough, but it is further complicated for Amal when she decides to wear the hijab, the Muslim head scarf, full-time as a badge of her faith--without losing her identity or sense of style. BPL
Alexie, Sherman.  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Native American is the school mascot.  BPL
Anderson, M.T.  Thirsty.  Genre:  Fantasy.  From the moment he knows that he is destined to be a vampire, Chris thirsts for the blood of people around him while also struggling to remain human.  
Aronzo, Aranzi.  The Cute Book.  Genre: Crafts. Provides instructions and patterns for creating over twenty felt animals and people, including a white rabbit, a fish, a frog, and a lizard.  BPL
Brooks, Kevin.  The Road of the Dead. Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Cole and his psychic brother Ruben journey to the ghostly moors of Dartmoor to discover the truth behind their sister's brutal murder.  

Creech, Sharon.  Love That Dog. Genre:  Realistic Fiction. Jack, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. BPL
Dessen, Sarah.  Just Listen.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Isolated from friends who believe the worst because she has not been truthful with them, sixteen-year-old Annabel finds an ally in classmate Owen, whose honesty and passion for music help her to face and share what really happened at the end-of-the-year party that changed her life.
Draper, Sharon.  Forged By Fire.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Gerald, who has struggled his entire life to survive in spite of his drug-addicted mother, now must protect his sister from an abusive stepfather.  
Hiaasen, Carl.  Flush.  Genre:  Mystery.  With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his sewage tanks into the protected waters around their Florida home.  BPL
Korman, Gordon.  No More Dead Dogs.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction/Humor.  Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace’s detention sentence is to attend rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as well.  
Krull, Kathleen.  Leonardo da Vinci.  Genre: Picture Book Biography.  The life and scientific work of Leonardo da Vinci.  BPL
Philbrick, Rodman.  The Last Book in the Universe.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the Earth of a distant future.  
Powell, Ben.  Skateboarding Skills:  The Rider’s Guide.  Genre:  Sports How To.  An illustrated guide to do's and don'ts of skateboarding, with tips on choosing the right board, safety issues and equipment, and skateboarding techniques.  BPL
Schlitz, Laura Amy.  A Drowned Maiden’s Hair:  A Melodrama.  Genre:  Historical Fiction/Mystery. In the early 20th century, young orphan Maud Flynn hopes to finally be loved when she is adopted by the elderly Hawthorne sisters, but she is instead roped into the family's crooked business.  BPL
Shakur, Tupac.  The Rose That Grew From Concrete.  Genre:  Poetry.  A collection of poetry written by the rapper between 1989 and 1991, before he became famous. The poems are passionate, sometimes angry, and often compelling.  BPL
Soo, Kean.  Jellaby.  Genre:  Graphic Novel.  A little girl whose father disappeared mysteriously finds a gentle purple monster outside her house and sets off with her friend Jason to try to reunite it with its parents.  BPL
Stern, Sam.  Real Food, Real Fast.  Genre:  Cookbook.  Teen cook Sam Stern presents recipes and ideas for healthy snacks and meals that take anywhere from five to thirty minutes to prepare.  BPL
Stewart, Trenton Lee.  The Mysterious Benedict Society.   Genre:  Adventure.  After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.  BPL
Stone, Jeff.  Tiger.  Genre:  Action/Adventure.  Five young warrior-monk brothers survive an insurrection and must use the ancient martial arts to avenge their Grandmaster.  BPL
Urban, Linda.   A Crooked Kind of Perfect.   Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Ten-year-old Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to learning the organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive impact on her workaholic mother, her jittery father, and her school social life.  BPL
Westerfeld, Scott.  Uglies.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  Tally can't wait for her 16th birthday - and the surgery that will transform her into a "pretty.”  Because if everyone is beautiful, everything is perfect - right?  
Wilson, N.D.  Leepike Ridge.  Genre:  Action/Adventure.  While his widowed mother continues to search for him, eleven-year-old Tom, presumed dead after drifting away down a river, finds himself trapped in a series of underground caves with another survivor and a dog, and pursued by murderous treasure-hunters.  BPL
Wooding, Chris.  The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray.  Genre:  Fantasy.  As Thaniel, a wych-hunter, and Cathaline, his friend and mentor, try to destroy the terrible creatures that infest the alleys of London's Old Quarter, their lives become entwined with that of Alaizabel Cray, a woman who may be either mad or possessed.
Annotations adapted from:  ALA’s Teens Top Ten, Follett Titlewave and YALSA’s Best Books for the Teen Age.
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