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Books to Get Hooked on This Summer
Creech, Sharon.  Love That Dog. Genre:  Realistic Fiction. Jack, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. BPL
DuPrau, Jean.  The City of Ember.  Genre:  Science Fiction.  Ember, a 241-year-old ruined city surrounded by complete darkness, was built so that humans would continue to exist on earth.  The instructions for getting out of Ember have been lost and forgotten.  Twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse the Unknown Regions.

Frazier, Sundee T.  Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything In It.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability and newfound interest in rocks and minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the president of Puyallup Rock Club, and to learn why he and Brendan's mother do not speak to each other. BPL
George, Jessica Day.  Dragon Slippers.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Orphaned after a fever epidemic, Creel befriends a dragon and unknowingly inherits an object that can either save or destroy her kingdom. BPL
Hannigan, Katherine.  Ida B.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  In Wisconsin, fourth-grader Ida B spends happy hours being home-schooled and playing in her family's apple orchard, until her mother begins treatment for breast cancer and her parents must sell part of the orchard and send her to public school.  BPL
Hiaasen, Carl.  Flush.  Genre:  Mystery.  With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his sewage tanks into the protected waters around their Florida home.  BPL
Klimo, Kate.  The Dragon in the Sock Drawer.  Genre:  Fantasy.  Cousins Jesse and Daisy always knew they would have a magical adventure, but they are not prepared when the "thunder egg" Jesse has found turns out to be a dragon egg that is about to hatch.
Krull, Kathleen.  Leonardo da Vinci.  Genre: Picture Book Biography.  The life and scientific work of Leonardo da Vinci.  BPL
Landy, Derek. Skulduggery Pleasant. Genre:  Fantasy/Action Adventure. When Stephanie inherits her uncle’s estate, she also inherits his best friend: a walking, talking, crime-fighting skeleton.

Lord, Cynthia.  Rules.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.  BPL
Myracle, Lauren.  Eleven.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  The year between turning eleven and turning twelve brings many changes for Winnie and her friends.  Winnie grows apart from her best friend Amanda, grows closer to Dinah and finds a great jump-rope partner.

Park, Linda Sue.  Archer’s Quest.  Genre:  Historical Fiction.  Twelve-year-old Kevin Kim helps Chu-mong, a legendary king of ancient Korea, return to his own time.  BPL
Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief: Percy Jackson and the Olympians.  Genre:  Fantasy.  After dyslexic teen Percy Jackson vaporizes his Algebra teacher and is attacked by the Minotaur, he discovers that he is not who he thought he was!
Schlitz, Laura Amy.  A Drowned Maiden’s Hair:  A Melodrama.  Genre:  Historical Fiction/Mystery. In the early 20th century, young orphan Maud Flynn hopes to finally be loved when she is adopted by the elderly Hawthorne sisters, but she is instead roped into the family's crooked business.  BPL
Scieszka, Jon.  Knucklehead:  Tall Tales and Mostly True Stories About Growing Up Scieszka.  Genre:  Memoir.  A memoir of what it was like to grow up in the 1950s and other almost true stories by the author of The Stinky Cheese Man and many other children’s books. BPL
Selznick, Brian. The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel. Genre:  Mystery. Words and hundreds of black-and-white pictures tell the story of a Parisian orphan and an elderly toymaker. 
Shan, Darren.  Cirque du Freak.  Genre:  Horror.  Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider forces them to make life-changing choices.
Shreve, Susan.  Blister.  Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  When a family tragedy occurs, ten-year-old Alyssa "Blister" Reed changes schools, moves to an apartment with her depressed mother while her father gets his own place, and tries to believe her grandmother, who tells her she is "elastic" and can handle it all.
Soo, Kean.  Jellaby.  Genre:  Graphic Novel.  A little girl whose father disappeared mysteriously finds a gentle purple monster outside her house and sets off with her friend Jason to try to reunite it with its parents.  BPL
Stewart, Trenton Lee.  The Mysterious Benedict Society.   Genre:  Adventure.  After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.  BPL
Stone, Jeff.  Tiger.  Genre:  Action/Adventure.  Five young warrior-monk brothers survive an insurrection and must use the ancient martial arts to avenge their Grandmaster.  BPL
Urban, Linda.   A Crooked Kind of Perfect.   Genre:  Realistic Fiction.  Ten-year-old Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to learning the organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive impact on her workaholic mother, her jittery father, and her school social life.  BPL
Wilson, N.D.  Leepike Ridge.  Genre:  Action/Adventure.  While his widowed mother continues to search for him, eleven-year-old Tom, presumed dead after drifting away down a river, finds himself trapped in a series of underground caves with another survivor and a dog, and pursued by murderous treasure-hunters.  BPL
Annotations adapted from:  ALA’s Teens Top Ten, Follett Titlewave and YALSA’s Best Books for the Teen Age.
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