	Course
	High School Publications 

	Instructor/Adviser
	Rachel Franke

	Term
	Sept. 2010 through June 2011

	Meetings
	7th Period Daily

	
	
	

	Instructor's Contact Information

	School Phone
	718-796-8516

	Office Location
	Room 146

	E-mail Address
	Rkagazette10@gmail.com                                           

	 Extra Preparation Time
	See me for available hours. “Extra preparation time” or out of class time will be necessary as deadlines for paper and yearbook installments approach. Committee members will require much more extra prep time, but all students working on a yearbook page(s) may need to prepare for some amount of extra prep time.

	Other Information
	· After school and/or lunch appointments for Publications students will take place upon need and request.  

· There may be a Publications club open to middle/high school students. Enrollment depends on skills and interest. This means that some students who are not enrolled in our Publications class may, at times, work towards publishing articles in paper.  
· Field reporting and neighborhood photographs will sometimes be necessary and will require Publications students to venture into Riverdale (during designated times, like after school and lunch) 
· Publications students will be assigned specific jobs in order to produce paper and yearbook efficiently. 

· Classes will focus on a combination of useful lessons and student tasks. 

· Some in-class tasks will be just for us, for learning experience, enjoyment, and grading purposes.  Other classroom tasks will be geared towards producing content publicly. As deadlines approach, working towards school-wide publication will be the focus in class.  

	
	
	

	General Course Information

	Pre-requisites/

 Co-requisites
	Required English courses; higher-level writing skills; ability to independently apply newly learned skills; interest in writing for a variety of purposes

	Other Requests
	Positive attitude towards teamwork; open-mindedness and readiness to adapt ideas; ability to follow-through with projects; good sense of responsibility

	Course Objectives
Objectives Continued
	Writing:                         

· Students will develop a stronger sense of audience, purpose, and tone 

· Students will develop a stronger sense of voice 

· Students will produce analytical, interpretative, and creative written pieces 

· Students will write for entertainment, informational, and persuasive purposes 

· Students will develop pre-writing skills, including: topic selection, headline development, researching, and planning 

· Students will develop revision skills for more refined written expression and best overall content 

· Students will be exposed to advanced  language and conventional skills (diction, syntax, advanced mechanics, etc…) 

· Students will learn the importance of validating content with sources 

· Students will take on word processing tasks 

· Students will clean/polish content with instructor’s assistance 

· Students will publish/share writing through school newspaper 

· Students will develop humor and creativity among other tones in writing 

· Students will successfully include some degree of propaganda to meet intended purposes  

· Students will practice caption writing for yearbook 

Reading: 

· Students will be exposed to various models of media sources 

· Students will discuss and recognize propaganda in the media   
· Students will view previous publications from RKA students 

· Students will be responsible for reading all hand-outs and completing reading assignments upon request
Speaking/Listening: 
· Students will practice interpersonal skills through working with others 

· Students will develop and practice interviewing skills 

· Students will cover school events, requiring out of classroom time when necessary 

· Students will discuss and interpret relevant topics to successfully produce specific writing tones and styles  

· Students will practice professionalism in journalism and publication (gaining sources and reporting news to public through written expression) 

·  Students will listen to/view various newspaper models 
· Students will view and discuss other forms of media (magazines, television, etc...) 
· Students will sometimes engage in entertaining activities (movies, food tasting, etc...) to produce interpretative reviews 

· Students will be involved in a few group projects/presentations, which focus on skills related to course content 

Other Skills  

· Students will develop a stronger sense of responsibility/leadership, including the importance of meeting deadlines 

· Students will develop independence and ability to take initiative as they will need follow through with their ideas  

· Students will practice photography and select appropriate photos for newspaper and yearbook captions 

· Students will produce this year’s senior yearbook, using a variety of newly acquired skills 

 

	Learning Outcomes
	Students will master a variety of skills needed for journalism and yearbook publishing

	Required Texts & Materials

Computers and Newspaper Writing
	1. Folder
2. Section of binder with loose-leaf (for notes) and pens
3. Teacher made hand-outs and notes to be studied and saved in folder 

4. Small Writing Journal to be kept in classroom 
5. Flash drive (optional, but suggested as you may use it for all classes)
*Computer/printer access at home (or at library) is always important as we do not have enough computers in class to accommodate everyone!!! I am trying to establish a standing library appointment, so that we do have some computer access [together] for pre-writing activities. Unfortunately, much of your typing will need to be done from home, but we will have time to draft and develop work in class. For each issue, you will first submit a hard (paper) copy, which will be graded and returned with rubric and comments. You will then send a corrected electronic copy to the Publications e-mail account. All students must use a Gmail account when sending electronic copies of writing. Writing must be placed in a word doc and attached to your e-mail. It will be sent in corrected form to rkagazette10@gmail.com

	 Academic Calendar Draft

	Month
	Due Dates
	                 Daily Lessons/Tasks

	September and October
	Hard copy of article must be submitted to me on Friday, Oct. 1st. Expect graded assignment back by Wed, Oct. 6th. Fix all errors and re-submit to class e-mail account by the morning of Friday, Oct. 8th.  Paper #1 goes out to press by the 26th. Paper is published on Friday, Oct. 28th.
	1. Writing for different audiences and purposes (informational, persuasive, and entertainment) in appropriate tones 

2. Propaganda in today’s media/selective language (recognizing propaganda and using language that works in the reporter’s favor )
3. Exploring and understanding tones and undertones (hidden agendas) in articles through reading, viewing, listening, and writing 
4. Knowing your target audience. How can we please our audience while successfully meeting intended purposes?  

5. Reviewing the writing process with focus on pre-writing (research, interviews/sources, organization); establishing a unique writing process 

6.  Assign various jobs: see job descriptions 
7. **Group discussions: What’s going on at RKA? What’s new with students/teachers? What’s happening in Riverdale? What’s happening on a larger scale? How are we affected? How can we make our audience more aware of …? 

8. **Creativity (bounce original and adapted entertainment ideas off one another) 

9.  Headline and story development (choosing interesting and appropriate news to publish school-wide) 

10. Covering the 5 W plan in news stories and using appropriate journalistic form and language
11. 3rd person voice for all formal news stories (no I, me, myself) 

12. 1st person voice for some forms of entertainment (sometimes in reviews) and for editorials 

13. Mock interviews and real interviews: validating content 

14. Presenting more than one view point with appropriate sources 

15. Persuasive (leaning towards one side, but showing both) 

16. Informational (remaining neutral; reporting only what happened) 

17. Creative (selecting topics and producing original entertainment)   
18. Routines for publication of paper 
19. Aesthetic goals and trial paper (Ms. Franke and graphic designer only)
20. Begin journalistic writing for issue #1   

· Begin to draft, using appropriate sources 

· Revision skills: tightening/refining content

· Revise as needed and advance to editing, using skills, lessons, and hand-outs



	October Continued
	Paper articles submitted Oct. 1st. Fixed electronic copies are due Oct. 8th.   
1st issue goes out @ the end of October. 
Yearbook committee meets. Class covers photos of "Spirit Week" and dance.
	1.  Necessary photography for yearbook 

2. Begin superlatives project (whole class input) 
· Vote on and determine categories, using last year's book to avoid exact repetition 

· Create nomination ballots, which list categories and indicate that each student selects 2 nominees (male/female) per category?
· Tally nomination ballots to determine 2 nominees per category? 

· Monitor voting in cafeteria? 

· Tally up ballots as a whole class, using spread sheets and chart paper


	November
	Work on next issue (to be published before December holidays). Dates TBA ___________________________ 
	1. Focus on developing content for paper
· Critical brainstorming/team discussions/whole class 

· Writing process for pieces as needed 

· Group project #1: creative "news" stories 

* Yearbook preparation: committee leads 40 pages in installment #1

	December
	Remember due dates for December issue! __________________
	Group tasks/projects in addition to newspaper writing
* Yearbook preparation is needed; extra prep time is important.

	January/ 

February 

	Paper (will go out early to mid Feb.) Dates will be announced ____________________________________

	1. Pre-writing for upcoming news stories 
2. Gaining impressive sources
3. Conducting formal interviews 
4. Draft news stories 
5. Rubric expectations increase, or change at mid point 
6. *Yearbook submission; committee leads submission #1 (2/28)


	February/March
	Issue goes out early to mid Feb.
	1. Re-visiting degree of propaganda in today’s media (motives: political  agendas, products and services etc…) 
2. March/April group project, Project #2: 3rd person persuasion/advertising
* Heavy yearbook preparation; class members all assist in developing specific pages. These must be done at school and are due (to committee) in March!!! 


	April
	Issue #4 goes out in late-April. Due dates TBA
	Develop stories for Issue # 4 and Senior Issue
* Yearbook committee works hard (72 pages are due to Jostens all work must be revised and edited by April 4th)

	May
	Senior issue of paper goes out by end of May. Dates TBA
	1. "A look back": just for seniors issue (APT CHANGES)
2. Editorials 1st-person pieces

3. Whole class film discussions and independent reviews 
4. Food tasting and reviews 


	June
	Dates will be announced
	1. Discuss further education  and career opportunities in the field of journalism and other fields 
2. Reviews continued 

3. Yearbook distribution 

4. Class party/ publication and graduation celebration 

	 
	 
	 

	Course & Policies

	Grading Criteria
	Grades are based on: 
1. Participation and Personal Responsibility: Class discussions, attentiveness, and ability to meet deadlines for your specific newspaper and yearbook job(s) (25%) 
2. Newspaper Writing (hard copy plus re-submitted electronic copy): Drafted and developed in class and typed & sent from home (50%) 
3. Other Projects and Tasks: Team and independent work; may include quiz-type assessments (25%) 
Please note: Quiz-type assessments may be given, but I do not plan on giving any type of long tests, mid-term, or final. If a quiz is given, you will be informed of the topic(s) to review before hand. Quizzes may include independent revision or editing of a piece,  application of specific skills, or original writing. Studying should be done as needed, but will not be time consuming.

	
	
	

	Make-up Work/Late Work
	 Work must be done in a timely manner to ensure publication. In the event of an absence, the student is responsible for meeting electronic deadline(s), since these are met from home. Hard copy deadlines can be extended by one day with an excused absence, but this may affect my return date and therefore may affect publication of your writing. Late work will receive 1 rubric point off per day (which really equals more than one point off per day). 

	
	
	

	Extra Credit
	Extra prep time may award students extra points in some cases

	
	
	

	Special Assignments
	 Positions are given out. These assignments will provide us with a better overall yearbook and paper.

	
	
	

	Class Attendance
	 Is necessary and is expected

	
	
	

	Classroom Policies
	Keep Classroom and all equipment in good condition; exhibit respect for others; maintain school policies

	
	
	

	Academic Integrity


	A great deal of responsibility is expected in this course.  Because the quality of the school paper and yearbook depend upon the integrity of the work done by the students, it is imperative that students demonstrate leadership, ability to meet deadlines, and a strong individual and group work ethic.

	Plagiarism
	Plagiarism from the web, from projects for other classes, and from any other source is unacceptable and will be dealt with under the school’s policy on plagiarism. It is okay to get general ideas from media and from others, but writing must be original.

	These descriptions and timelines are subject to change

	

	Sign below to confirm your understanding of course expectations. Please have a parent sign the second box. 

	

	


