Public Speaking

Teacher:  Ms. Rachel Franke
E-mail:  rfranke@schools.nyc.gov
Course description
This class is offered to build strong language skills that will enable you to better communicate your thoughts through verbal and written expression. You will participate in a wide variety of interesting exercises, speeches, readings, assignments, and group projects.
Main Objectives (What you will do)
1. Engage in critical thinking while evaluating/discussing advanced topics
2. Conduct research for presentations/speeches
3. Organize ideas and supporting materials

4. Prepare and deliver a variety of presentations/speeches

5. Defend ideas, beliefs, and values

6. Listen critically with an open mind 

7. Incorporate necessary public speaking skills throughout the entire speech process

Required Materials:  

Please come to class on time each day with the necessary supplies. You will need:
1.   A composition notebook, to be kept here, labeled with the title of this class and your name. This notebook will be viewed (by me) periodically, and it will act as a sort of journal.
2.   A section of your binder to takes notes for this class only
3.   Extra loose-leaf paper

4.  A blue or black pen
Grading Criteria:  Many assignments and all projects will be graded according to specific rubrics, which you will receive prior to collection date.  The following items will be graded: 

· Speeches/presentations

· Typed speech outlines

· Tests/quizzes

· Reflective pieces of writing  
· Homework assignments

· Visual aids (used with many presentations)
· Journals/notebooks

· Class participation
General Rubric (used commonly for homework/reflective pieces)
Criteria
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	Effort


	Great effort!  You took the time and it shows!
	Yes—you did a satisfactory job; you can do even better.  Apply more effort in the future.
	Approaching standards, but you need to display more effort.
	Level of effort is not acceptable.  

	Meaning


	Clarity of thought and great development!  Effective use of relevant and detailed evidence.  Thoughtful!
	Thoughtful, but could be even stronger!  Ideas are developed with some inconsistency.
	Put more thought into the assignment. Some ideas are incomplete, but you show evidence that you could do a better job.
	Your assignment appears/sounds rushed; put more thought into it.  Little to no evidence of development.

	Diction
And Conventions

	Great diction and almost complete correct use of conventions. 
	Language is fluent and original.  Occasional spelling and conventional errors
	Satisfactory use of language, but could be stronger.  Re-read for conventional errors.
	Minimal or inappropriate language.  Conventional errors disrupt clarity. Work is not legible.


Please note:  Homework assignments are generally not accepted three days past the due date. One point will be deducted for each day late (unless you have an excused absence). Always aim for a 12 out of 12! Homework is given to support skills/lessons you've learned in class and to deepen your understanding of  what we are studying.

Units: 
      I. Overview- You'll learn necessary skills to deliver a satisfactory speech. 

      II. The Introductory Speech:  You will develop preparation skills and develop writing for/speaking to a target audience for a specific purpose with a deliberate tone.
III.  Persuasive Speaking –  Advertising a Product/Service : Here you'll learn the foundations of persuasive speaking, including an explanation of logos, pathos, and ethos. You will learn and focus on propaganda techniques as well.  In small groups, you will invent a product or service. You will then use persuasive techniques to pitch that product to a company. The class will rate each group on its pitch.

IV. Persuasive Speaking – Debates : You will learn about successful debates and how to avoid logical fallacies. You will work with a partner and plan (your side of) a formal debate, which will be presented to the class. Classmates decide which student has the most logical/strongest argument.
V. The Persuasive Speech: You will learn how to choose topics that deal with questions of value (supported by fact). You will practice research and proper citation skills as you prepare a 6-8 minute extemporaneous (without note card) speech. 
VI.  Special Occasion Speeches: You will write a special occasion speeches, either in manuscript or extemporaneous style.  These can be for weddings, graduations, birthdays, funerals, or any other special occasion. Here you will write with clever and appropriate humor/wit and read with appropriate emotional expression. 
VII.  Dramatic Readings : You will perfect your skills of verbal expression in an oral interpretation of literature.

Expectations for a Respectful Atmosphere:  

Please help to make your peers feel at ease, especially when they are speaking. (We know speaking to an audience can be hard at times) To ensure the comfort of others, you'll need show respect at all times and follow the indications below.
1.   Arrive on time for class.  Arriving late is distracting to others.

2.   If you arrive late during a speech, do not enter the classroom. Wait by the door and enter only after the speech is finished. See me after class with a late pass or explanation.

3.   Listen attentively to others' speeches.  Do not read, talk with other students, ask to use the bathroom, or stare out the window during a speech.  Show your peers the same courtesy you expect from them (when you are speaking).

4. Refrain from asking questions until the speaker is finished presenting.

5.   Hand in all written work on the day that it is due.  Homework turned in up to three days late will receive partial credit.  After three days, late homework will not be accepted.  Please note that any work missed due to an unexcused absence will result in a zero. Plagiarized work will also receive a zero. 

6. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to get all handouts, notes and assignments from that day.  You may get these from a classmate, by seeing me before or after class, or by e-mailing me.

7.   Be in class without fail on the days when you are scheduled to speak! Being absent will throw off the class schedule and will likely take a huge toll on your grade. If you are absent on a day when you are assigned to speak, and your absence is unexcused, you will receive a zero.  
8. Keep regular rules in mind. You are expected to follow these as well. (no hats, cell phones, food, etc...)
Speech Prerequisites for Grading: 
A speech WILL NOT be evaluated if
1.... offensive or discriminatory statements exist within the speech.  

In consideration of the various religious, racial, cultural, and gender differences, this cannot be accepted in our classroom.  Audience analysis and basic respect for human difference in this world is a fundamental requirement for all speeches in any setting and therefore provides the basis for this standard. 

2....an outline/manuscript, or works cited sheet (as required by the individual speech form) is not handed in when expected.  Students who do not turn in their required written materials WILL NOT BE graded on their speeches.
3....any part of the work is plagiarized. 

In addition, all speeches must be well-researched, organized, and prepared according to the instructions and guidelines presented in the text, handouts, and lectures for each particular speech assignment.   

PLEASE NOTE:  Severe, repeated, and intentional defiance of the above listed criteria may result in an “F” for this class. Speech etiquette is a fundamental requirement in real life, not only in the classroom. 

Grading Policy:

Participation









15%
· Class discussions
· Listening

· Group work/process

· Conferring

· Book Talks
· Sharing Aloud

Class Work/Homework







30%

· Homework assignments and readings are completed and done well 
· Independent work during class time is completed with effort
· Journals and reflective pieces 
· Group work – process and product
· Student is prepared for class and organized
Assessment









55%

· Essays

· Quizzes/tests
· Projects, presentations, and speeches
Some Final Comments:
The way to receive a good grade in this class is through careful preparation of your speeches.  Inadequate preparation will show through a speech no matter how smooth or confident the speaker might appear. Extensive preparation will give even an extremely nervous speaker a solid speech. The choice is yours.
This class is designed to be both informative and fun. With your effort and respectful team work, you will gain important tools you can take with you into the future.
I am always available via e-mail should you ever have questions or concerns.  My e-mail address is rfranke@schools.nyc.gov
___________________________


______________________________

Student's name (printed)



Student's signature 

___________________________


______________________________

Parent's/guardian's name



Parent's/guardian's signature
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