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Welcome to the eleventh grade American Literature!

This is a course that will emphasize the development of American literature from colonial times to the concerns of modern American writers of the twentieth century. The class will be involved  in the study and analysis of novels, plays, poetry, short stories and some nonfiction work that reflect American society, its culture and its values.  This course will prepare students for the Comprehensive English Regents Examination by training them in critical reading, thinking, and expository writing skills.  Students will be asked to compare various works of literature that they studied by writing literary essays.  Throughout the year students will be engaged in a variety of learning techniques, some of which will include standard note taking, test taking strategies  and independent  research papers that will be placed into each student’s portfolio.

The students will be studying from among the following texts:

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
· My Antonia by Willa Cather
· Death of A Salesman by Arthur Miller
· A Streetcar Named Desire by T. Williams
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Fences by August Wilson
· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

The students will be engaging in the study of:

· Thematically related readings from American poetry and prose
· The grammar and mechanics of the English language
· Regents examination preparation for the ELA regents exam in January/June
· The writing process
· Commonly used SAT words and vocabulary study
· Working collaboratively with peers
· Understanding literary elements and techniques as found in literature

Essential Questions that will be addressed throughout the year:

· What’s in a name?
· To what extent do fame and fortune bring happiness?
· How do we achieve the American dream?
· What does it mean to be American?
· What happens when dreams become reality?
· How do we create our own identity?
· What happens when we do not conform to society?
· What are social expectations?
· To what extent does the past form our future?
· How do we find happiness?

  Assignments will include:

· Analytical essays
· Personal response papers
· Homework that relates to the day’s lesson
· Exams
· Independent reading

Course Requirements and Grading:

· Participation: 15% (Class discussions, listening, group work, sharing work aloud)
· Class/Homework: 30% (homework assignments, reflections, students are prepared for class, students work is organized)
· Assignments: 55% (Literary essays, tests, literary papers, projects)

Text and other Resource Materials:

· Elements of Literature textbook by Holt Rinehart and Winston
· The Holt Reader Workbook by Holt Rinehart and Winston
· Complete works to accompany all literary periods
· Films of works as a secondary source
· Handouts and internet research

Communication with Teacher:

I can be reached via E-mail at Cberter@schools.nyc.gov and the best way via phone 718-796-8516

