8th Grade Literacy Syllabus

Teacher: Ms. Broderick

E-mail: pbroder@schools.nyc.gov
School Phone: (718)796-8516 (to leave a message)

Welcome to the 8th grade Literacy. These are the general expectations for my classroom. If you follow these guidelines, participate in classroom discussions, do all of your homework and study, you will surely be successful in 8th grade Literacy. I look forward to having a fantastic year with you!

Curriculum


This year we will be working on helping your child to become a more active reader and a better writer. Whenever possible what we are reading will be linked to what we are writing.

Supplies (required)

· 2 marble notebooks

· Binder section devoted to Literacy with loose leaf paper

· A green pen (for editing)

· 2 different color highlighters 

· A 2-pocket folder

· Independent reading book

Homework

Homework is given on a regular basis. On any night when a child does not have a specific assignment he/she should work on one of the on-going assignments. The homework is on the board when the student’s enter class and is copied into their planner immediately. It is important to have a “homework buddy” to call for assignments if you are absent. 
Responsibilities

1. Arrive to class on time and be seated.
2. Write down the homework in your planner, copy the “AIM” and begin your “Do Now” entry.

Absences

When you are absent, it is up to you to take the initiative to ask me what you missed and work out a plan for making up your assignments. If you know you will be absent for an extended period of time, sign up for a conference to discuss it with me. 

Course Objectives

· Students will use literature circle strategies with confidence.

· Students will read and write for purpose and audience. 

· Students will go beyond the plot to make connections with the characters.

· Students will understand the purpose of a variety of sub genres of nonfiction.

· Students will master organizational patters of essay writing. 

· Students will be able to read for extended periods of time. 

· Students will understand how to take notes while listening to a passage read loud. 
· Students will be able to explain various forms or poetic conventions and styles, and will be able to respond personally to those. 
· Students will understand the form and purpose of a play. 

· Students will be able to assume the persona of a character.

· Compare and contrast different short story genres. 

· Students will create a story board for a short story.

· Students will understand how this novel is relevant to them and/or relevant to the world today.

· Students will understand how family plays a role in shaping values and beliefs, both from the text and in their own lives. 

· Students will read at least one text in a group setting and discuss aspects of the text. 

Course Requirements

Independent Reading

Students are required to come to school each day with an independent reading book. In addition to reading being done for any class, students must also read for pleasure. Our classroom library has many books and the children have access to it on a regular basis. It has been shown that the more students read the better they become at reading. New York State ELA Standards include the expectation that all students will read at least 25 books or book equivalents each year. 


Reader’s Journal

Each student is required to have a Reader’s Journal. Journals are collected twice each month and are graded as a test.


Vocabulary Notebook

Each student is required to keep a vocabulary notebook. Students are expected to write new vocabulary in this notebook and study these words as well.  
Baseline Writing

Students have completed a baseline writing assessment. This assessment was designed to let me know what the strength and weaknesses of the class and individual students are. Mini lessons will be designed using this information. 

Plagiarism


Plagiarism on any part of an assignment will result in an automatic failure on that assignment.

Grading Policy


The English Department’s grading policy is as follows:

40% of your grade is determined by assessments, including tests, quizzes and 

projects.

35% of your grade is determined by class work and homework

10% of your grade is determined by participation

15% of your grade is determined by organization

Best wishes for an exciting and rewarding school year!

Ms. Broderick

