                                    6th Grade Literacy Syllabus

Teacher: Rochelle Langer
E-Mail: RLanger2@schools.nyc.gov
School Phone No: (718) 796-8516 (to leave a message)
Welcome to 6th grade Literacy.  These are the general expectations for my classroom.  If you follow these guidelines, participate in classroom discussions, do all of your homework, and study, you will surely be successful in 6th grade Literacy.  I look forward to having a fantastic year with you!
Curriculum

     This year we will be working on helping your child to become a more active reader and a better writer.  Whenever possible what we are reading will be linked to what we are writing.

     Our first major unit of study will be memoir.  Students will be reading excerpts from various memoirs and will be expected to write their own.  Other major units of study will include feature articles, an author study, an I-Search and myths and legends.

Supplies (required)
     . 2 marble notebooks

     . binder section devoted to Literacy with loose leaf paper

     . pens/pencils

     . a green pen (for editing)

     . 2 different colored high-lighters

     . a 2-pocket folder

     . independent reading book
Homework

     Homework is given on a regular basis.  On any night when a child does not have a specific assignment he/she should work on one of the on-going assignments.  The homework is on the board when the student’s enter class and is copied into their planner immediately.  It is important to have a “homework buddy” to call for assignments if you are absent.
Responsibilities

1. Arrive to class on time and be seated.  
2. Write down the homework in your planner, copy the “AIM” and begin your “Do Now” entry.

3. Remember that food, drinks, gum, hats, and electronic devices are not permitted in the classroom.
4. Please keep the room as neat as possible, so we can maintain a respectful and appropriate learning environment.

Extra Help

     I am available for extra help during one of the middle school lunch periods.  Please make an appointment with me; I will be happy to meet with you at this time.

Absences
     When you are absent, it is up to you to take the initiative to ask me what you missed and work out a plan for making up your assignments.  If you know you will be absent for an extended period of time, sign up for a conference to discuss it with me.

Course Objectives

     . Develop a foundation for strategies that will be addressed in greater depth in subsequent units.

     . Identifying elements of fiction, analysis of theme, self-reflection on reading and writing skills.

     . Capitalization, punctuation of titles, first vs. third person, adding and punctuating dialogue, nouns-proper vs. common, group discussion.
     An understanding of the elements of a nonfiction article, an understanding of common nonfiction structures, identification of main idea and supporting detail.

     . Awareness of author’s purpose, preliminary understanding of research strategies and citing sources, test taking strategies.

     .Research skills, interview skills, identifying reliable resources, writing a research paper, presentation skills (diction, body language, eye contact), careful listening. 

     . Identifying and comparing themes, small group discussion, elements of plot, character analysis, analyzing author’s craft, text comparisons,  class/self vocabulary, text comparison, small group/large group discussion.
    . Elements of plot identify archetypes, character development in writing, research skills, literature circle roles/small group discussion, presentation skills, skits/drama.

     . Discussion of literature.

Course Requirements

     Independent Reading

          Students are required to come to school each day with an independent reading book.  In addition to reading being done for any class, students must slso read for pleasure.  Our classroom library has many books and the children have access to it on a regular basis.  It has been shown that the more students read the better they become at reading.  New York State ELA Standards  include the expectation that all students will read at least 25 books or book equivalents each year.  

     Reader’s Journal

          Each student is required to have a Reader’s Journal.  Journal’s are collected twice each month and are graded as a test.  

     Writer’s Notebook

           Each student is required to keep a writer’s notebook.  The writer’s notebook is a place to collect ideas that may lead to published pieces of writing.  Students should write in the notebook on a regular basis at home as well as at school.  These notebooks are expected to be a bit messy and disorganized.  I am looking to see that each student can express his/her thoughts.  When pieces are taken out of the notebook they are revised and edited.  

 Baseline Writing

          Students have completed a baseline writing assessment.  This assessment was designed to let me know what the strength and weaknesses of the class and individual students are.  Mini lessons will be designed using this information

.  

Plagiarism

     Plagiarism on any part of an assignment will result in an automatic failure on that assignment.  
     . 
Grading Policy
     The English Department’s grading policy is as follows:

. 40% of your grade is determined by assessments, including tests, quizzes and projects

. 35% of your grade is determined by class work and homework

. 10% of your grade is determined by participation

. 15% of your grade is determined by organization

Best wishes for an exciting and rewarding school year!

Ms. Langer

