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Welcome to 6th Grade ELA/Literacy. During the year, we will be working hard to ensure that you grow stronger as readers and writers. Here are several strategies to help make you successful in this class: 

· Always come to class prepared.

· Do your homework every evening.

· Pay attention in class and take good notes.

· Listen well, and participate in class discussions.

· Don’t be afraid to ask questions or to ask for help.

· Always do your best.

The basic guidelines for a respectful classroom community are:

1) Remember the Golden Rule- Always treat others as you would like to be treated.

2) Be an active listener and learner. 

3) Stay on task.

4) Wait your turn to speak.

Materials:

1) A three-ring binder, loose-leaf paper, and a 2-pocket folder

2) Pens and pencils, 2 highlighters

3) Crayons or colored pencils

4) Independent reading book (every day!) 

5) Pocket Dictionary (If you are an ESL student, please have a bilingual dictionary (i.e., Russian-English, Spanish-English, etc) All other students should have a standard pocket English dictionary) 
Overview of the 6th grade ELA/Literacy curriculum:

This year we will be working on helping your child to become a more active reader and a better writer.  Whenever possible, what we are reading will be linked to what we are writing.

After a short introductory unit, the next major unit of study will be memoir.  Students will be reading excerpts from various memoirs and will be expected to write their own.  Other major units of study will include feature articles, a novel, an I-Search and myths and legends.

· Introduction to Literary Concepts – This unit will lay the foundation for the rest of the year.  We will read several short stories and learn certain components of literature such as plot, setting, theme, etc. 
· Memoir – During this unit we will read several memoirs such as, When I was Your Age by Amy Ehrlich, The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, Summer Life by Gary Soto and Looking Back by Lois Lowry.  You will also be writing your own personal memoirs.
· Feature Article – In this unit we will examine several genres, particularly newspaper and magazines. The entire unit will build up to a full-length feature article.
· I-Search – This is the biggest project in sixth grade literacy.  In this nonfiction unit you will comple a major research project on a topic of your choice.  
· Test preparation – This unit will focus on preparing the students for the NY State ELA exam.  Students will learn how to do well on the test and take several practice exams. ESL students will also 
· Tuck Everlasting – In this unit we will read the classic fantasy novel, Tuck Everlasting and discuss themes in the book.
· Myths and Legends – In this unit we will be reading famous Greek and Roman myths as well as doing some creative writing as you create your own myth or legend.
Classroom Procedures and Responsibilities: 
1. Beginning the class --Enter the classroom quickly, quietly and on

time.  Remember that food, drinks, gum, hats, and electronic devices are not permitted in  class. Sit down quietly, take out your planner and your notebook, and place your homework on your desk to be checked. Get right to work- Copy the homework, the date, the aim, and complete the “Do Now.”
2. Hall Pass--If you need to use the restroom, please raise your hand and wait to be called on. Sign out, take the pass, and when you return, sign back in. DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR SEAT UNLESS IT IS AN EMERGENCY!!  Students may not leave the room during the first or last 10 minutes of class.  

3. Lateness – If you are late to class please come in quietly, sign the late sheet and quickly get to work. 

4. Always Bring a Book– You must always have an independent reading book with you. If you are asked to take out your book and you do not have one, you will lose points.

5. Heading – Please use the following heading on all work handed in:

Full Name




Date



RKA-ELA-Ms. Bellom


Official Class

6. Homework – You must read for at least 20 minutes every night (I hope you will want to read more!). DIRT logs should be filled in daily, and signed once a week. They will be checked each Monday. 

“20-10-3” homework is done three times a week, and will be collected on Fridays. On most nights, there will be an additional assignment. Late homework cannot receive full credit, and is accepted at the teacher’s discretion, unless the student has an excused absence. 
7. Plagiarism-Plagiarism on any part of an assignment will result in an automatic failure on that assignment.  

RKA Code of Conduct: All students have received a copy of the RKA Code of Conduct. It is understood that all students must follow all rules and regulations spelled out in the RKA Code of Conduct .
Grading Policy:
The English Department’s grading policy is as follows:

45% of your grade is determined by assessments, including tests, quizzes and projects. 

30% of your grade is determined by class work and homework.

15% of your grade is determined by participation.  

10% of your grade is determined by organization.  

I look forward to a positive and productive school year. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood the syllabus, rules and expectations, and grading policy of the 6th grade ELA/Literacy Class.
_______________________________

_____________________________________

Student’s name and official class (printed) 





Student’s signature

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________   Parent’s/Guardian’s name





Parent’s/ Guardian’s signature
