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Stone Age Peoples

The discovery and use of fire gave early people warmth against
the cold, light against the dark, and the means to cook food.
‘When our early ancestors learned to chip the hard stone called
flint to make the first tools and weapons, they took another great
step toward improving their lives.

1. The Old Stone Age. During this period, which lasted from
about 500,000 to 10,000 years ago, early people moved intc Eu-
rope, Australia, and Asia and began to populate North and South
America. While these migrarions were going on, Neanderthals
learned to fasten wooden handles to chipped flint to make the
first knives and spears. They also began to bury their dead with
gifts of food and weapons. This custom shows that the Nean-
derthals probably believed in life after death. They were devel-
oping religious and magical beliefs.

Cro-Magnons learned to make better tools and weapons. By
skillfully working flint and animal horn and bone, these people
created sharp points. They made bone needles for sewing skins
together to make clothing. Cro-Magnons also created the earliest
art when they painted the walls of their caves with pictures of
horses, deer, bison, and other animals. Some Cro-Magnons even
left their handprints on the cave walls.

Old Stone Age Sites in Western Eurcpe

¢ Place a check next to the
correct response.
Which of the Stone Age sites
shown on the map was
separated by the sea from the
other sites?

Lresswell
Crags.
a. Altamira ATLANTIC

OCEAN
b. Neanderthal Valley
¢. Creswell Crags

d. Lascaux

Attamira

MEDITERRANEAN SEA ﬂ
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® Select one skill learned by people during the Old Stone Age,
and describe one way that the skill helped people to improve
their lives.

@ Place a check next to the phrase that best completes the sentence.
Migration means

a. people practicing religious and magical beliefs.
b. people developing new customs.

c. people moving from one place to another.

2. The Middle Stone Age. From about 10,000 to 8,000 vears
ago, the environment began to change. Toward the end of the
Old Stone Age, the glaciers and thick forests that covered the
northern portions of the earth began to disappear. As the climate
became warmer, new types of plant and animal life appeared.
The Ice Age came to an end.

As the environment changed, people invented new tools and
weapons to help them adapt to the new conditions. One impor-
tant invention was the microlith. It was a small, triangular
shaped blade of stone used for knives and spears. Because of its
small but sharp edge, the microlith blade could pierce an ani-
mals hide better than earlier stone weapons. Another useful in-
vention was the bow and arrow. The points of arrows were
also made of microliths. Better weapons enabled early people to
hunt more cfficiently. This increased their food supply.

Other inventions during the Middle Stone Age included the
fishhook, the fish net, and boats made from hollowed logs. They
enabled people living near rivers, lakes, and the sea to catch
more fish. The first pottery, made of sun-baked clay, was used
to store food and water.

® How did people increase their food supply during the Middle
Stone Age?

3. The New Stone Age. This period lasted from about 8,000
to 5,000 vears ago. During these vears, the lives of carly people
were changed in so many ways by so many new ideas and in-
ventions that scientists give the name Neolithic Revolution to
this period. (“Neolithic” is the special scientific term for New
Stone Age. “Revolution” means a period of great change.)
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The greatest change was in the way people obtained food. Early
people had always been hunters and gatherers, or nomads. They
followed the seasonal movements of animals to hunt and looked
for plants, nuts, berries, roots, and other wild foods to gather.
These activities made them wanderers with no permanent homes

Gradually, people learned that plants grow from seeds. They
began to put seeds in the ground to grow food. They became
farmers. As farmers, thev could settle in one place and build
permanent homes. People no longer had to move from place to
place to find food. At the same time, people found that by taming
sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, and other animals, they could increase
their supply of meat and clothing. They became herd-keepers as
well as farmers.

The growth of agriculture (farming and the raising of animals)
gave people more security. Because they were less threatened
by starvation, they could turn their attention to other ways of
improving their lives. They learned to spir animal hairs and the
fibers of plants into thread and to weave the thread into cloth.
Woven material for clothing, blankets, and tents was superior
to animal skins, People also learned to make even better tools,
such as the milling stone to grind grain into flour and the potter’s
wheel to shape clay into pottery. Where rain was scarce, irri-
gation was developed to bring river water to fields where crops
grew.

To protect their crops and herds better, people learned to
cooperate with one another and live together in communities.
The leaders of these communities developed the earliest form of
government.

Farmers harvesting grain they planted as seeds. Permanent villages arose as
farming became a way of life.
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As people tried to persuade the spirits of nature to help the
growth of their crops and herds, religious ceremonies became
more elaborate. Men and women who were most skilled at con-
ducting pravers, ceremonies, and magical practices became the
first priests and priestesses.

During the late New Stone Age, people learned that tools and
weapons made of metal were better than those made of stone.
At first, early metalworkers hammered copper into the shapes
of spearheads, arrowpoints, knives, or any other tool they needed.
After a while, they discovered that mixing melted copper and
tin produced an even harder metal called bronze. Finally, people
learned how to use iron. The Age of Metals began about 5,000
vears ago.

& Match each term in Column A with its description in Column

4 toolmaker hammers B. Place the correct letter in each blank.
a bronze sword into
shape. Metal tools and

weapons were a great Coltomn A Column B
improvement over those ere :
v made of stone, __ 1. Neolithic Revolution a. Betier tools and

weapons are made.
b. Priests and priestesses
conduct ceremonies.
Farming begins.
River water is bro
to crops.
e. Better clothing, blankets,
and tents are made.

2. spinning and
weaving

o

irrigation

S

4. religion

v

Age of Metals

4. The Beginning of History. Toward the end of the New
Stone Age, people made one of the greatest inventions of all
time. They created a way to put their thoughts into a permanent
form by inventing a system of writing. Scientists believe that the
Sumerians in the Middle East were the first people to set down
symbols for words and sounds.

The use of writing marks the end of the prehistoric period and
the beginning of the Aistoric period. After people learned to write,
they left records of their lives and created literature. Scholars
today can read these records and learn what happened thou-
sands of vears ago. Without written records, scholars and sci-
entists can only guess at how people lived and what they thought.

® Complete the following sentences:

Written language was a great invention because

The difference between the prehistoric period and the historic
period is
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TIMELINE SKILLS

Timelines help us know when events happened. By looking at a timeline, we
can easily see whether a particular event occurred before or after or at the
same time as another event. Use the information on Timeline A and Timeline
B below to answer the following questions:

1.
2.

3. When did the Old Stone Age end?

7. How long did the Middle Stone Age last?

How many vears are shown on Timeline A?

How many vears does each section between 500,000 and 100,000 B.c. on
Timeline A represent?

Did Neanderthals exist for a longer or shorter period than Cro-Magnons?

Did modern humans continue to exist after the Old Stone Age ended?

. How many Stone Ages are shown on Timeline B? List them.

8. What major inventions were made during the New Stone Age?

Timeline A
B.C.| A.D.
500,000 400,000 300,000 200,000 100,000 50,000
Cro-Magnons
Modern Humans
Timeline B

10,000 9000 8000 7000 6000 5000 4000 3000 2000 1000 8.C.)A.D.

Agriculture beging srd soreads ——I

Iffigation systems cre

Viriting begins
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SKILL BUILDERS

1. In the spaces at the left, write T for each statement that is frue and F for
each statement that is false.
@. Neanderthals probably had religious and magical beliefs.

b. Glaciers were more common during the Middle Stone Age than
during the Old Stone Age.

c. People made microliths during the Middle Stone Age.

d. During the New Stone Age, farmers and herd-keepers wandered
from place to place.

e. Spinning and weaving improved life during the New Stone Age.
f. The Age of Metals began before the New Stone Age.

g With the use of writing, the prehistoric period ended.

2. From the list that follows, sclect the term that best completes each sen-
tence and write it in the blank.

migrations herd-kecpers communities
Neolithic Revolution irrigation priests and priestesses
hunters and gatherers

a. Early had to follow the seasonal

movement of animals from place to place.

b. During the Old Stone Age, people began to populate the Americas as
the result of

¢. To increase their supply of meat, early people became ,
tamers of cattle, sheep, goats, and other animals.

d. Where rain was scarce, early people found ways to bring river water
to crops through

e. were skilled at conducting religious

and magical ceremonies.

f. During the , the lives of people were

changed in many ways by new ideas and developments.
g To protect crops and herds better, people learned to cooperate with

one another and live and work together in





