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Dear Parents,

My name is Buffie Simmons and I am your child’s Social Studies teacher. Besides being the principal of this wonderful school, I have taught Social Studies in 6th – 12th grade for several years.  Social Studies have always been my passion.  In addition, I love to interact with your children and foster learning.  I have my Bachelor of the Arts in Government and Public Administration.  I have two Master of the Arts, both in Education, one in Social Studies Education and the second in Education Administration.  Currently, I am completing my PhD in Education Leadership.  

I am looking forward to getting to know both you and your children this year. Grade six students will achieve much this year in terms of academic growth, greater self-confidence, and improved social skills. Good communication between parent, teacher, and student is very important for your child’s academic growth. 

There are five units that we will cover this year.  In Social Studies for this school year, we will learn the following:
Time


Unit

September-October 
Geography and Early Peoples of the Eastern Hemisphere

Our guiding question for this topic is “How did geography influence the development of the Eastern Hemisphere?”

Topics
Geography, food production, technology, resources and culture
November-December 
Middle East

Our guiding question for this topic is “How do geography, economics, people and key events connect to shape a continent?”

Topics

Formation of the Middle East, events, government, technology and religion

January-February
Africa

Our guiding question for this topic is ““How do geography, economics, people and key events connect to shape a continent?”

Topics

Daily life, culture, government, diversity, technology and current issues

March-April
Asia    
Our guiding question for this topic is ““How do geography, economics, people and key events connect to shape a continent?”

Topics

Formation of modern Asia, events, government, economy, religion, diversity, urbanization, technology and current issues
May-June
Europe
Our guiding question for this topic is ““How do geography, economics, people and key events connect to shape a continent?”

Topics
French Revolution, Russian Revolution, World War I, World War II and Holocaust


There are three Exit projects that your child is responsible for in my class: 

Early Civilizations and Middle East - Due January 4, 2010

Cultural Africa and Asia – Due April 7, 2010

Case study of contemporary European nations – June 9, 2010

The purpose of homework is two-fold: to reinforce what we have learned in class, and to teach responsibility. A child who has done his (or her) homework is prepared, in class, to hear explanations of what he (or she) has had trouble with at home. A child without his homework done loses twice—both in learning through reinforcement, and in listening to explanations in class. I am also trying, in grade six, to help students develop good work habits for future years. When a child arrives in class without his homework done, it is my policy to send a “Homework Alert” for parents to sign that same evening. This alert will be in your child’s agenda.  This is my way of communicating the importance of homework to your child.  In a few weeks, I will post your child’s homework assignment on our website: schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/18/k211.

Your child will be given vocabulary words on Tuesday and evaluated on the following Tuesday.  On Wednesday, your child will practice geography and be evaluated on the following Wednesday.  On Thursday, we will have a formal examination on the skills that were taught during the week. 
Each evening, you can expect your child to arrive at home with his or her homework written. Each day, all assignments are written on a particular place on the chalkboard, and at least five minutes are given toward the end of the day for students to copy this information. Please review this information daily with your child, as I may write notes home occasionally in this space. Also, please feel free to use the agenda to write notes for me, as well. Together, we can help your child succeed positively at school.

I do encourage a great deal of independent reading. Developing a love of reading is so important to a child’s educational future, and I view reading for pleasure as a priority.  Ms. Schiller is your child’s English Language Arts teacher.  She is a reading specialist.  We have a great selection of books, right in our own classroom. These books are of ALL reading levels, available for students to check out.

If you have any special questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to come in any time; or send me a note with your child in the morning, or by e-mail; or set up a conference.

Sincerely,

Buffie Simmons
�








