David A.Stein Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy
Lori O’Mara, Principal

SYLLABUS FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Instructor:  Ms. Martin   AP Spanish Language.    BMartin4@schools.nyc.gov
Course Overview:  The acquisition of a second language is essential.  Spanish has become the fastest growing language in the world.  This course is designed to prepare students for the AP Spanish Language exam.  Here students will explore the roots of Spanish language, analyzing the structures, studying the culture, listening, speaking, reading, writing and interpreting written works.  This course is conducted completely in Spanish.

Essential Questions:
Unit 1:  House and Home

Essential Question:  ¿ Quién es mi familia?
                                 ¿ Cómo es tu hogar?

Grammar:  Preterite

                  Irregular Preterite

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay about your ideal home.

                                 2. Oral presentation:  Importance of giving chores to teens.

Unit 2:  Health
Essential Question:  ¿ Cómo te sientes?
Grammar:  Imperfect

                  Present Perfect

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  How does one live a healthy life.

                                 2. Oral Presentation:  Preventive health care. 
Unit 3:  The  Environment

Essential Question:  ¿ Qué podemos hacer para ayudar el medio ambiente?

Grammar:  Reflexive verbs

                  Direct and Indirect Object pronouns.

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  How is mankind destroying the mankind?

                                 2. Oral presentation:  Benefits of recycling.

Unit 4:  Travel

Essential Question:  ¿ Adónde quieres viajar?
                                 ¿ Qué quieres hacer en ese país?
Grammar:  Present Subjunctive

                  Present Perfect of the Subjunctive

                  Imperfect Subjunctive

Major Assignment:  1. How does tourism benefit the country that you visit?

                                   2. Oral Presentation:  Choose a Latin American country and create an audio travel log.
Unit 5:  Leisure Activities

Essential Question:  ¿ Qué te gusta hacer durante tu tiempo libre?
Grammar:  Future

                  Future Perfect

                  Conditional

                  Conditional Perfective
Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  What do you like to do during your free time?

                                 2. Oral Presentation:  Benefits of music and art classes in school.

Unit 6:  Sports.

Essential Question:  ¿ Qué deportes practices?  ¿ Por qué?
Grammar:  Pluperfect

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  Sports fans and how they express their support to their teams.

                                 2. Oral Presentation:  Importance of perseverance in sports.

Unit 7:  Education

Essential Question:  ¿ Qué estudias?

                                 ¿ Qué quieres ser en el futuro?

Grammar:  Commands

                   Progressive tenses

                   Por and para

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  In your opinion which are better for children: same sex or mixed schools.
                                 2. Oral presentation:  Pick a problem that schools are facing and discuss it.  Example- 

                                      Teenage pregnancy

                                      Illiteracy

                                      High rate of dropouts

                                      Budget cuts

Unit 8:  Commerce
Essential Question:  ¿ En qué gastas tu dinero?

Grammar:  Adverbs

                  Adjectives

                  Demonstrative Adjectives

                  Indicative mood

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay- the importance of economic globalization.

                                 2. Oral presentation:  the importance of exportation.
Unit 9:  Mankind
Essential Question:  ¿ Qué clase de persona eres?

Grammar:  Prepositions

                  Possessive pronouns

                  Superlatives.
Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay- marriage:  traditional customs vs. modern customs.

                                 2. Oral presentation:  How to raise responsible children.
Unit 10:  Review and practice for the A.P. Exam
Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of surveillance cameras.

                                 2. Oral presentation:  your experience in the A.P. class.

Unit 11:  Cultural Enrichment
Essential Question:  ¿ Cómo se destaca el arte, el cine, y la música en el mundo látino?

Major Assignment:  1. Write an essay.  Pick a Spanish artist and write about his/her life and works of art.

                                 2. Oral Presentation:  your favorite singer or group.

Course Expectations:
· Students will demonstrate the ability to comprehend formal and informal spoken Spanish.

· Students will acquire vocabulary and a grasp of structure to allow the easy accurate reading of newspapers, and magazines as well as of modern literature in Spanish.

· Students will compose expository passages.

· Students will express ideas orally with accuracy and fluency.

Assessments:
· There will be an exam given at the end of each chapter.  We will cover 2 chapters per marking period.

· There will be an oral presentation given at the end of each chapter.

· There will be an essay given at the end of each chapter.

· Students will be required to speak only in the target language (conversations/ dialogues).

· Students are required to keep a journal.

∙ 2 major exams (finals)- 1 in January and 1 in June. 
Course Requirements:

· No late assignments will be accepted.

· A zero will be given for any work that is plagiarized.

· Homework will be given daily.

· Students must come prepared to class with notebook and pens.

Texts Used:

Abriendo Puertas

A.P. Spanish
En Marcha

Triángulo

Encuentros Maravillosos

Grading Policy:

The academic grade for each marking period will be made up as follows:

1. Speaking and Comprehension………………………………………………30%

2. Notebook check, homework and projects…………………………………..20%

3. Quizzes and exams………………………………………………………….50%

