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THE CLASS OF 2007:
FOUR-YEAR LONGITUDINAL GRADUATION AND DROPOUT REPORT
AND 2006-2007 EVENT DROPOUT RATES

KEY FINDINGS

Sixty-two percent (62.0 percent) of students in the Class of 2007 (entering 9™
graders in 2003) graduated from high school within four years after their entry into the
9" grade. Nearly a quarter (24.2 percent) of the Class of 2007 remained enrolled in
high school for a fifth year while less than one-sixth (13.8 percent) of the class
dropped out at the end of the four years. These statistics have been validated by an
independent audit.

The 2007 graduation rate is higher than the previous three classes, 2006 (59.7
percent), 2005 (58.2 percent), and 2004 (54.3 percent). Further, this is the highest on-
time graduation rate since the Department of Education (DOE) began reporting these
statistics over 20 years ago.

The combined four-year graduation and still-enrolled rates for the Class of 2007
(86.2 percent) represents a 0.9 percentage point increase over the Class of 2006 (85.3
percent). In addition, the Class of 2007 dropout rate decreased by 0.8 percentage point
compared with the Class of 2006, reflecting a consistent decrease in the dropout rate
that began with the Class of 2004. This decrease may be in part attributable to a
change in DOE policy requiring exit interviews with potential dropouts.

Beginning with the Class of 2005 (entering 9" graders in 2001), high school
seniors may be awarded two levels of Regents diplomas. The combined percentage of
graduates awarded Advanced Regents Diplomas (24.3 percent) and Regents
Diplomas (41.0 percent) was 65.3 percent for the Class of 2007, which is a 2.3
percentage point increase over the Class of 2006 (63.0 percent) and a 4.6 percentage
point increase over the Class of 2005 (60.7 percent). For more information on the
changes in diploma requirements for a New York State high school diploma, see
Appendix A.

BACKGROUND

This report presents the progress toward school completion of students who
entered the ninth grade in Fall 2003 and were scheduled to graduate on time in Spring
2007 after four years of high school. The Class of 2007 is the twenty-second class for
which New York City Department of Education has conducted a four-year longitudinal
study. The report presents outcomes for the class as a whole, as well as outcomes for
specific groups of students categorized by gender, English language status,
race/ethnicity, and immigrant status. Changes in NY State diploma requirements
appear in Appendix A. School-Level analyses for the Class of 2007 appear in
Appendix B. Diploma types by school are presented in Appendix C. Diploma types
by race/ethnicity are presented by school in Appendix D. To follow trends across
classes, comparisons of four-year outcome data for the Classes of 2005, 2006, and
2007 are presented in Appendix E. Event dropout rates are in Appendix F.



METHODOLOGY

Longitudinal Cohorts

The study follows two student cohorts. One is comprised of students in general
education classes, including students receiving special education services in less
restrictive settings. The other is comprised of students in self-contained special
education classes in either regular high schools or in District 75, the citywide special
education district which consists of schools that primarily serve students with severe
disabling conditions.

Students were assigned to the Class of 2007 based on the year in which they
entered Grades 9 through 12. More than nine in ten (90.5 percent) of the students in
the Class of 2007 joined the cohort as entering ninth-graders during the 2003-2004
school year, and most had been in the New York City public schools in lower grades.
Some entered our school system during Grade 9. The remainder transferred into the
New York City public schools during high school and became part of the cohort as tenth
graders in 2004-05, as eleventh graders in 2005-06, or as twelfth graders in 2006-2007.
All of these students would have completed the traditional four-year high school
sequence by Spring or Summer 2007. Students who were discharged to other school
systems or who moved out of New York City were omitted from the cohort.

Because self-contained special education classes are ungraded, students were
assigned to a separate cohort based on their age and enroliment in special education
programs. Students were included in this cohort if they turn 14 years old during the year
2003 and were in a self-contained special education class in a Community School
District school, high school, or a citywide special education program (District 75).
Students were not added to this cohort after the initial year because of the ungraded
nature of their classes.

This report primarily focuses on the number and percent of students graduating
on time and those still enrolled for a fifth year of high school. Students dropping out of
New York City public schools are also reported. Related to this focus is the task of
determining the status of all of the students in the class at the time the students were
expected to graduate. Each student in the study group is determined to be in one of
four possible categories based on his or her status at the end of the school year.

Graduates are students who have received a high school diploma, GED, or
special education certificate by June or August 2007. Still-enrolled students were still
on register and scheduled to continue into a fifth year of high school in Fall 2007.
Dropouts are students who have left the school system without enrolling in another
education program that leads either to a high school diploma or prepares the student for
the Test of General Educational Development leading to a general equivalency diploma
(GED). Discharges are students who left the school system primarily to enroll in
another educational program or setting. Students who aged out of the school system,
i.e., reached the age of 21, and students who died prior to completing high school, are
also counted in this category.



Event Dropout Rate

In addition to the Class of 2007 longitudinal data, this report also presents event
dropout rates. The event dropout rate represents the number and percentage of
students who dropped out of high school during the 2006-2007 school year, regardless
of when they entered the school system. Students are counted as dropouts if they left
school by the end of the 2006-2007 school year without re-enrolling in another
educational setting leading to a high school diploma or GED. Only students who were
first-time dropouts during the 2006-2007 school year are counted in the Event Dropout
rate for this time period.

FINDINGS

Characteristics of the Class of 2007

During the dates covered by the study (2003-2004 through 2006-2007) school
years), the New York City public schools served 88,963 students in the cohort. This
included the base population of 80,482 students who entered 9th grade in 2003-2004
and 8,481 students admitted to the class in subsequent years (see Table 1).

Over the four-year period, 18,524 (20.8 percent) were discharged prior to
the expected graduation date of summer 2007. Almost all of these students left
New York City and entered another school system. After adding admissions in
Grades 10, 11, and 12 and removing students who transferred to other school
systems, there were 70,439 students in the Class of 2007.

The 70,439 students in the Class of 2007 had the following characteristics:

e The Class of 2007 contained a slightly higher proportion of females than males
(51.1 percent females and 48.9 percent males).

e The ethnic composition of the cohort was 34.3 percent Black, 36.4 percent
Hispanic, 14.3 percent White, and 14.8 percent Asian. Less than one percent
(0.3 percent) of the students were American Indian/Alaskan Natives. These
percentages were nearly the same as those for the Class of 2006.

e Of the 70,439 students, 10.8 percent (7,584 students) were still English
Language Learners (ELLs), and entitled to bilingual or English as a Second
Language (ESL) services at the end of high school (see Figure 5). An additional
26.8 percent (18,849 students) were former ELLs, students who were at one time

ELLs but who scored above the 40" percentile on the Language Assessment
Battery (LAB), or in recent years scored below the cut-off score on the revised
Language Assessment Battery (LAB-R), and who tested out on the New York
State Education Department’s new exit exam, the New York State English as a
Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT), before they left high school.
The Class of 2007 had virtually the same percentage of ELLs at the end of four
years of high school compared to the Class of 2006 (10.3 percent).



Table 1

Grade and Year of Admission to, or Transfer from, the Class of 2007

Grade (Transfers and Total Students
and Year Base Population Admissions Discharges®) in Class
9th Grade, 80,482** 6,070 74,412
2003-2004

10th Grade, 5,383 4,551 75,244
2004-2005
11th Grade, 2,401 4,550 73,095
2005-2006
12th Grade, 697 3,353 70,439
2006-2007

Total 80,482 8,481 18,524 70,439***

* Number of students discharged, primarily to other school systems, during the indicated school year.

** Number of students on register in grade 9 who were not held over from the previous school year.
Includes students who were admitted to the school system during the 2003-04 school year.

*** This is the student cohort used for calculating outcomes.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

4




More than 16 percent of the students in the 2007 cohort were recent immigrants
to the United States (11,849), a 0.7 percentage point decrease from the previous
class (17.5 percent). These students came from more than 180 different
countries. Of these recent immigrants, 34.1 percent (4,042 students) entered the
country in either Grade 7 or Grade 8. The remainder, 65.9 percent (7,807
students), entered the country sometime during or after Grade 9. The percentage
of immigrants in the Class of 2007 who entered the New York City public school
system at the beginning of high school is 12.9 percentage points higher than that
of the Class of 2006 (53.0 percent).

General Outcomes for the Class of 2007

The graduation rate for the Class of 2007 increased 2.3 percentage points

compared to the Class of 2006. The dropout rate (13.8 percent) for the Class of 2007
decreased by .8 of a percentage point compared with that of the Class of 2006 (14.6
percent). Of the remaining students, 24.2 percent were still enrolled for a fifth year. The
following are the specific outcomes for the Class of 2007 (see Figure 1):

The four-year graduation rate for the Class of 2007 was 62.0 percent. This is

2.3 percentage points higher than for the Class of 2006 (59.7 percent) and the
highest on-time graduation rate since longitudinal analyses were instituted over
20 years ago. Likewise, 24.2 percent remained enrolled in high school for a fifth
year while less than one-sixth (13.8 percent) of the class dropped out at the end
of four years. The 2007 graduation rate is higher than the previous three classes:
2006 (59.7 percent), 2005 (58.2 percent), and 2004 (54.3 percent) (see Table 7).

The combined four-year graduation and still-enrolled rates of the Class of 2007
(86.2 percent) is slightly higher than both the Classes of 2006 (85.3 percent) and
2005 (85.2 percent), and 2.5 percentage points higher than the Class of 2004
(83.7 percent).

The four-year dropout rate for the Class of 2007 was 13.8 percent, 0.8 of a
percentage point lower than the Class of 2006 (14.6 percent). This is the lowest
dropout rate since the Department of Education began reporting these statistics
over 20 years ago. This reduction is attributable, in part, to a change in policy:
specifically: in 2003-2004, The DOE changed its policy and required exit
interviews for some “over age 17” dropouts. The policy required that students
who choose to leave school before they graduate with a diploma be provided
with a planning interview with a guidance counselor, assistant principal or
principal. The purpose of the planning interview is to (1) discuss with the student
and parent the educational options that are available to the student, (2)
encourage the student to remain in school, and, (3) if he/she still chooses to
leave, to ensure that the student is apprised of his/her right to return to school
until the age of 21.



Figure 1

Four-Year Outcomes for the Class of 2007
(N=70,439)

Special Ed
GED. 0.9%
4.1%

Still-Enrolled Regents™
ill-Enrolle Loeal

Diploma*
29.7%

Dropouts***
65.3%
Total
Regents

Advanced
Regents***

* A Local Diploma is achieved with a score of 55-64 on five Regents, and earning the appropriate credits.

** Beginning with the Class of 2005, a Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65 or above on five Regents
(English, Math, Global History & Geography, Science, and U.S. History & Government), and earning the
appropriate credits. Previously, a Regents Diploma required passing eight Regents with a score of 65 or above,
and earning the appropriate credits.

*** Beginning with the Class of 2005, an Advanced Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65 or above on
eight Regents, and earning the appropriate credits.

**** The Class of 2007 dropout statistics reflect students who dropped out by June 30th of their fourth year. The
reduction in dropout rates is due, in part, to recent DOE policy requiring planning interviews for students above
compulsory school age before schools are permitted to discharge them to dropout status. The interview process
may delay many students from dropping out until their fifth, sixth, or seventh years, and those students will be
captured when the DOE calculates final seven-year statistics for the Class of 2007; however, many students may
remain enrolled in high school and graduate.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 2 presents the status of the Class of 2007 for each of the four years of the
study. It indicates that of the 9,753 students who dropped out, 1,228 did so after
one (354) or two (1,195) years in high school, 2,868 did so after three years in
high school, and 5,336 did so after four years.

Table 3 presents the types of diplomas earned by the Class of 2007 graduates
and the percentages of students receiving them. For the Class of 2007, the
percentage of graduates awarded either Advanced Regents Diplomas (24.3
percent) or Regents Diplomas (41.0 percent) was 65.3 percent; this is 2.3
percentage points more than the Class of 2006 (63.0 percent). Beginning in
2005, students received either (1) an Advanced Regents Diploma, earning the
appropriate number of credits and scoring at least 65 on eight Regents
examinations; or, (2) a Regents Diploma by earning the appropriate number of
credit credits and scoring at least 65 on the five required Regents examinations
in English, Mathematics, U.S. History and Government, Global History and
Geography, and Science; or, (3) a Local Diploma by earning the appropriate
number of credit and scoring between a 55-64 on the five required Regents
examinations. Prior to the class of 2005, students had to pass eight Regents
examinations to receive a Regents Diploma, while Local Diploma requirements
have remained the same.

Table 4 presents the types of diplomas earned by the Classes of 2007, 2006
and 2005, and compares diplomas earned by graduates and diplomas earned if
one examines all students in the cohort. For the Class of 2007, 65.3 percent of
graduates received either Advanced Regents or Regents diplomas. Although
41.0 percent of graduates earned a Regents Diploma, only 25.4 percent of the
cohort as a whole graduated with a Regents Diploma at the end of four years;
likewise, in 2006, 23.1 percent of graduates earned an Advanced Regents
Diploma (13.8 percent of the cohort).

Table 5 summarizes the types of diplomas earned by students by race/ethnicity
in the Class of 2007. As indicated in this table, there is a wide disparity in the
percentage of students earning Regents Diplomas by race/ethnicity with far
higher percentages of White and Asian students receiving Advanced Regents or
Regents Diplomas than Native American, Black or Hispanic students.



Table 2

Class of 2007 Status by Year

Year Four-Year Total

2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 N %
Dropouts 354 1,195 2,868 5,336 9,753 13.8
GED Recipients 7 35 269 1,497 1,808 2.6
Graduates and Others 5 62 747 41,029 41,843 59.4
Total Graduates and 12 97 1,016 42,526 43,651 62.0

GED Recipients

Students Still Enrolled 17,035 17,035 24.2
as of June 30, 2005

Total 366 1,292 3,884 64,897 70,439  100.0

Transfers Out, 6,070 4,551 4,550 3,353 18,524
Other Discharges

(for accounting

purposes only)

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 3

Types of Diplomas Earned by the Graduates in the Classes of 2004-2007

Class of
Diploma Type 2004 2005 2006 2007
Local High School Diploma * 61.4 34.2 321 29.7
Combined Regents Diploma 33.2 60.7 63.0 65.3
Advanced Regents Diploma ** NA 24.7 23.1 24.3
Regents Diploma *** NA 35.9 39.9 41.0
Special Education Diploma or Certificate **** 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.9
GED 5.0 4.5 4.1 4.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

* A Local Diploma is achieved with a score of 55-64 on five Regents, and earning the appropriate
credits.

** Beginning with the Class of 2005, an Advanced Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65
or above on eight Regents examinations, and earning the appropriate credits.

*** Beginning with the Class of 2005, a Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65 or above on
five Regents (English, Math, Global History & Geography, Science, and US History & Government)
and earning the appropriate credits. Previously, a Regents Diploma required passing eight Regents
with a score of 65 or above and earning the appropriate credits.

**** These students were in general education classes with special education services.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 4

Types of Diplomas Earned by the Classes of 2005, 2006, and 2007
Disaggregated for Graduates and for the Cohort as a Whole

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007
% of % of % of % of % of % of

Diploma Type N Cohort Graduates N Cohort Graduates Cohort Graduates
Local High School Diploma 13,081 19.9% 34.2% (13,128 19.2% 32.1% 12,954 18.4% 29.7%
Combined Regents Diploma 23,198 35.3% 60.7% [25,752 37.6% 63.0% 28,507 40.5% 65.3%

Advanced Regents Diploma 9,459 14.4% 24.7% 9,434 13.8% 23.1% 10,620 15.1% 24.3%

Regents Diploma 13,739 20.9% 35.9% (16,318 23.8% 39.9% 17,887 25.4% 41.0%
Special Education Diploma or Certificate 243 0.4% 0.6% 334 0.5% 0.8% 382 0.5% 0.9%
GED 1,701  2.6% 4.5% 1,691 2.5% 4.1% 1,808 2.6% 4.1%
Total Graduates 38,223 58.2%  100.0% (40,905 59.7% 100.0% 43,651 62.0% 100.0%
Total Cohort 65,705 68,478 70,439

* Beginning with the Class of 2005, an Advanced Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65 or above on eight Regents examinations,
and earning the appropriate credits.

** Beginning with the Class of 2005, a Regents Diploma is achieved with a score of 65 or above on five Regents (English, Math, Global History
& Geography, Science, and US History & Government), and earning the appropriate credits. Previously, a Regents Diploma required passing
eight Regents with a score of 65 or above and earning the appropriate credits.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 5

Types of Diplomas Earned for Race/Ethncity
in Class of 2007

NATIVE AMERICAN ASIAN HISPANIC BLACK WHITE
% OF % OF % OF % OF % OF % OF % OF % OF % OF % OF

Type of Diploma N COHORT GRADS N COHORT GRADS COHORT GRADS N COHORT GRADS COHORT GRADS
Local Hs 29 16.0 30.9] 1,064 10.2 13.3] 5,228 204 38.2| 5,372 222 38.7( 1,261 12.5 15.9
Regents 62 34.3 66.0] 6,780 65.1 84.5| 7,646 29.8 55.8| 7,764 32.2 559 6,255 62.2 78.7
Special Ed 1 0.6 1.1 7 0.1 0.1 162 0.6 1.2 192 0.8 14 20 0.2 0.3
GED 2 1.1 21 169 1.6 21 659 26 4.8 566 23 4.1 412 4.1 5.2
Total Graduates 94 51.9 100.0f 8,020 77.0 100.0f 13,695 53.4 100.0| 13,894 57.5 100.0( 7,948 79.1 100.0
Total Cohort 181 10,414 25,646 24,144 10,054

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Outcomes by Student Groups

Outcomes by Gender

A substantially higher percentage of females (66.9 percent) than males (56.8
percent) graduated on time (see Figure 2). The dropout rate of males was 4.0
percentage points higher than that of females (15.9 percent compared to 11.9
percent). Also, a higher percentage of males (27.3 percent) were still enrolled
and entering a fifth year of high school compared to females (21.2 percent).
These findings are similar to those reported for the Class of 2006.

Outcomes by Age for Grade on Entry into High School

Many students who entered the cohort in Grade 9 were already over age for
grade. This may be due to previous retention in our schools or because the
students were over age when they entered the New York City public schools.
Figure 3 indicates the percentage of students in each category who were either
over age or the expected age for grade when they entered high school. As the
results show, 81.9 percent of the students who graduated in four years were the
expected age for grade when they entered Grade 9. In contrast, 35.1 percent of
the students who became dropouts were the expected age when they entered
Grade 9, and 64.9 percent were already over age for the grade. The percentages
for the still-enrolled students are more similar to those for the graduates than the
dropouts.

Outcomes by Race/Ethnicity

Figure 4 reports the four-year school-completion outcomes by race/ethnicity. As
observed for earlier cohorts, White and Asian students had the highest four-year
graduation rates (79.1 percent and 77.0 percent, respectively) and the lowest
dropout rates (8.6 percent and 8.1 percent, respectively). Conversely, the
graduation rate for Black students was 57.5 percent with a dropout rate of 13.9
percent. Hispanic students had a four-year graduation rate of 53.4 percent and a
dropout rate of 18.2 percent. For American Indians/Alaskan Native students, the
graduation rate was 51.9 percent and the dropout rate was 17.1 percent. Still-
enrolled rates were 12.3, 14.9, 28.6, 28.4, and 30.9 percent for White, Asian,
Black, Hispanic, and American Indians/Alaskan Native students, respectively.
Table 6 provides comparisons by race/ethnicity for the Classes of 2003 through
2007.

For the Class of 2007, all groups continued to experience an increase in
graduation rates except for American Indian/Alaskan Native students : Hispanic
students (+2.6 percentage points), White students (+2.2 percentage points);
Asian students (+2.5 percentage points); and Black students (+2.9 percentage
points). American Indian/Alaskan Natives sustained the same graduation rate
from the previous year. (Note: because there are few American Indian/Alaskan
Native students system-wide, this group experiences greater year-to-year
fluctuations in graduation, enroliment, and dropout rates than other groups.)
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The dropout rate continued to decrease slightly for all groups. Specifically, the
percentage-point decrease in student dropout rates by group was: White (-0.7 of
a percentage point); Asian (-0.7 of a percentage point); Black (-1.1 of a
percentage point); Hispanic (-.9 of a percentage point); and American
Indian/Alaskan Native students (-0.4 of a percentage point).

Finally, the percentage of students still enrolled for a fifth year of high school
decreased for all groups in 2007 (24.2 percent) compared with 2006
(25.6 percent).

Outcomes for English Language Learners

As reported earlier, 7,584 (10.7 percent) of the students in the Class of 2007
were still ELLs at the end of four years of high school, and 18,849 (26.7 percent)
were former ELLs. (Former ELLs are students who tested out of a bilingual or
free-standing English as a Second Language program.) These students spent at
least part of their high school careers in bilingual or free-standing English as a
Second Language programs.

Overall, the school completion outcomes of current ELLs is less than that of non-
ELL students (see Figure 5). Current ELLs had lower four-year graduation rates
than either former ELLs or English Proficient students. ELLs were also still
enrolled at a much higher rate than former ELLs or English Proficient students.
The gap in school completion outcomes between ELLs and the other groups may
be reduced when the final statistics for the Class of 2007 are reported in the
three-year follow-up study. This reduction in disparity has been observed
consistently in three-year follow-up studies, including that for the Class of 2004
(published in a separate report).

Outcomes for Recent Immigrants

In the Class of 2007, 16.8 percent (or 11,849 students) were identified as recent
immigrants. Students who are recent immigrants can be divided into two groups.
The first group, which represents 34.1 percent of recent immigrants, is comprised
of students who first entered New York City public middle schools in Grades 7
or 8. The second group, representing 65.8 percent of recent immigrants, entered
the Class of 2007 in Grade 9 or after. It is important to note that although many
immigrants are ELLs, ELLs may be either immigrants or non-immigrants.

The outcomes for the students in the Class of 2007 by immigrant status are
reported in Figure 6. As with the Class of 2006, the results for the Class of 2007
are somewhat different from previous classes for the group labeled “Immigrants
on Entry into Class of 2007.” As a group, immigrants come to our schools
relatively prepared to succeed in high school. For the Class of 2007, students
who were recent immigrants to our schools in grades 7 and 8 had a dropout rate
of 12.4 percent, lower than the 13.8 percent dropout rate for all students citywide.
The graduation rate for students who immigrated in Grades 7 and 8 (61.5 percent)
was higher than that of students who were immigrants when they entered the
Class of 2007 in grades 9-12 (53.5 percent), and almost the same as that of non-
immigrant students (63.1 percent).
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Since the Class of 2004, there has been an overall 11.3 percent increase in the
percentage of students who graduated and were immigrants when they entered
the Class of 2007 (specifically, Class of 2004, 42.2 percent; Class of 2005, 50.3
percent; Class of 2006, 50.5 percent; Class of 2007, 53.5 percent). Likewise,
there has been a corresponding decrease of 11.2 percentage points in the
number of students who were still-enrolled and were immigrants when they
entered the Class of 2007. The percentage of students who dropped out of
school decreased slightly from 18.3 percent in 2006, to 17.5 percent in 2007.

Similar to the trend observed among all “still-enrolled” students in the Class of
2007, a sizable number of new immigrants who entered NYC school in Grade 9
may be on track to obtain a diploma at the end of their fifth year of high school.

Outcomes by High School Type

The high schools that students attend can be categorized into five basic types.
The Specialized High Schools require students to pass special entrance examinations.
The Career and Technical Education Schools offer programs that prepare students for
jobs in a vocational or technical area, as well as for college. The zoned Academic-
Comprehensive High Schools, many of which have special programs with various
admission requirements, are required to accept all who live in the school’s zone and
wish to attend.

Transfer Alternative High Schools accept students as transfers from other high
schools; these schools provide smaller settings that emphasize academic and personal
support. Retrieval/GED programs offer smaller settings designed for students facing
special issues, many of which place them at risk of dropping out such as substance
abuse and criminal activity. These programs provide individualized academic and
personal assistance to their students so they can return to their high schools or prepare
for the GED.

e As Figure 7 indicates, there was wide variation in the four-year outcomes for
students by school type. For the Class of 2007, Specialized High Schools had
the highest on-time graduation rate (97.6 percent) and lowest dropout rate (0.3
percent). Academic and CTE high schools had graduation rates (63.1 percent
and 66.4 percent, respectively), which were slightly higher than the citywide rate
of 62.0 percent. Transfer Alternative high schools had the highest still-enrolled
rate (53.4 percent). Retrieval/GED programs had the highest dropout rate
(60.2%).
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Outcomes for Special Education Students

Students who were 14 years old during 2003 and were enrolled in a citywide

special education school in District 75 or self-contained class in a middle school or high
school are counted in a separate cohort. Due to the different nature of the programs,
results for this cohort are reported. After excluding 605 students in citywide special
education programs who were discharged to other school systems,1,578 students were
identified as members of that group. After excluding 1,359 students in high school self-
contained classes who were discharged to other school systems, 4,675 students were
identified as members of that group. The results for the separate cohort of students in
special education for the cohort of 2007, reported in Figure 8, indicate the following:

Nearly three percent (2.7 percent) of the District 75 cohort graduated in four
years in the Class of 2007, reflecting a slight increase in the four-year graduation
outcomes of students in this cohort (1.9 percent of District 75 students graduated
in 2006, 2.0 percent in 2005 and less than two percent in 2004). The four-year
graduation rate for special education students in self-contained classes, however,
was 10.6 percent for the Class of 2007, a decrease from 2006 when it was 12.8
percent.

For students in District 75 citywide programs, the Class of 2007 dropout rate
was 19.6 percent, and the dropout rate for special education students in self-
contained classes was 16.6 percent, 2.3 percentages points lower than the Class
of 2006 (18.9 percent).

Nearly three-fourths (72.8 percent) of the high school special education students
in self-contained classrooms and four-fifths (77.8 percent) of the students in
District 75 citywide programs were identified as still enrolled in school as of June
30, 2007. These percentages are higher than the comparable percentage of
students still enrolled in the Class of 2006 (68.4 percent and 78.1 percent,
respectively). However, that such large percentages of special education
students are still enrolled after four years is not surprising. Many special
education students are in programs designed to provide services until students
are 21 years old. At that time, many of these students are expected to
participate in adult programs for former special education students.
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Figure 2

Four-Year Outcomes for the Class of 2007, by Gender

Males Females
(N = 34,439) (N = 36,000)

Still-Enrolled
21.2%

Still-Enrolled

Note: Data do not include students who were discharged from the school system.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Figure 3

Age for Grade on Entry into High School
by Outcome Category for the Class of 2007

Student Outcomes

Graduates

Dropouts

Still-Enrolled

0% 20% 40% 60%
Percent of Students

O Expected Age O Over Age

Students who turned 19 in 2007 or prior were considered overage.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Figure 4

Four-Year Outcomes by Race/Ethnicity

Class of 2007

Percent of Ethnic/Racial Group

Native A merican Asian Students Hispanic Students

Students

. Graduates Dropouts

Black Students White Students

Still-Enrolled

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 6

Four-Year Outcomes for Racial/Ethnic Populations
and the Combined Population in the Classes of 2002 and 2007

Percentage of:

Ethnic/Racial Groups  Graduates Dropouts Still Enrolled
Native American

2002 41.7 23.2 35.1
2003 49.5 14.7 35.9
2004 35.3 22.0 42.7
2005 52.7 17.4 29.9
2006 51.9 17.5 30.6
2007 51.9 171 30.9
Asian

2002 66.9 12.2 21.0
2003 68.6 11.6 19.8
2004 66.9 9.5 23.6
2005 73.2 9.7 17.2
2006 74.5 8.8 16.8
2007 77.0 8.1 14.9

Hispanic

2002 411 26.0 32.9
2003 43.4 25.8 30.7
2004 46.0 20.6 33.4
2005 49.4 19.2 31.4
2006 50.8 19.1 30.0
2007 53.4 18.2 28.4
BLACK

2002 44 4 22.1 334
2003 47.4 221 30.5
2004 48.8 17.7 33.5
2005 52.1 15.2 32.8
2006 54.6 15.0 30.4
2007 57.5 13.9 28.6
White

2002 70.5 12.2 17.2
2003 72.5 13.2 14.3
2004 71.9 10.6 17.5
2005 75.5 9.7 14.8
2006 76.9 9.3 13.8
2007 79.1 8.6 12.3

Combined Student Population

2002 50.8 20.3 28.9
2003 53.4 20.3 26.3
2004 54.3 16.3 29.4
2005 58.2 14.8 27.0
2006 59.7 14.6 25.6
2007 62.0 13.8 24.2

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.1
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Figure 5

Four-Year Outcomes for the Class of 2007 by English Language Learner Status

ENGLISH PROFICIENT
(N = 44,006)

Still-Enrolled

Graduates Dropouts

FORMER ELLs

CURRENT ELLs
(N = 18,849)

(N = 7,584)

Graduates

40.3%
Still-Enrolled

Dropouts

Graduates

Dropouts

Note: Current ELLs are defined as students still entitled to bilingual or English as a Second Language (ESL)
services at the end of their high school careers, while “Former ELLs” are defined as students who, at one time,
were ELLs but who tested out of entitlement to a bilingual or ESL program.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Figure 6

Outcomes for the Class of 2007, by Immigrant Status

Non-Immigrants
(N=58,590)

Still-Enrolled

Graduates
Dropouts

Immigrants in Grades 7 or 8 Immigrants on Entry into Class of 2007
(N=4,042) (N=7,807)

Still-Enrolled

29.0%

Still-Enrolled
Graduates

Graduates Dropouts

Dropouts

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

21




Figure 7

Four-Year Outcomes for the Class of 2007 by School Type

Percent of Graduation Status
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* CTE = Career and Technical Education

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Figure 8

Outcomes for the Special Education Class of 2007
for Citywide Programs and High School Self-Contained Classes

District 75
Citywide Programs
(N=1,578)

Graduates
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Dropouts
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Still-Enrolled

High School
Self-Contained Classes
(N=4,675)
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Dropouts

72.8%
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Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.




DROPOUT RATES

Dropout rates have also been tracked longitudinally for the past several years.
As Table 7 shows, the dropout rate for the Class of 2007 (13.8 percent) decreased
by 0.8 of a percentage point compared to the Class of 2006 (14.6 percent), and more
than 5 percentage points over five years compared to the Classes of 2004 (16.3
percent), 2003 (20.3 percent), 2002 (20.3 percent) and 2001 (20.4 percent). It is the
lowest four-year dropout rate since 1986, and is due, in part, to a change in DOE
policy requiring planning interviews before students may be discharged as dropouts.
Some of these students may decide to remain in school as a result of the planning
interviews.

Event Dropout Rates

The event dropout rate represents the number of students who dropped out of
high school for the first time during the 2006-07 school year, regardless of when they
entered the system. Students are counted as dropouts if they left school by the end of
the 2006-07 school year without re-enrolling in another educational setting leading to a
high school diploma or GED. Only students who were first-time dropouts during the
2006-07 school year are counted in this analysis. The counts include all students in all
schools, including students in self-contained special education classes. Individual
school event dropout rates as well as rates by District appear in Appendix F.

As noted in Table 8, the event dropout rate for 2006-2007 (6.0 percentage points)
declined nearly one percentage point when compared to the 2005-2006 event dropout
rate of 6.9 percentage points. The 2006-2007 event dropout rate is the lowest rate
since 2003-2004 when DOE changed its policy and began requiring exit interviews for
some “over 17” dropouts.
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Table 7

Comparison of Four-Year Outcomes for
the Classes of 1986 to 2007

Dropouts Graduates Still-Enrolled
1986 21.8 41.0 24.9 71,484
1987 22.4 39.2 26.8 81,847
1988 20.8 40.1 253 82,935
1989 20.9 38.0 254 85,375
1990 19.2 37.6 27.8 78,936
1991 20.5 51.0 28.5 59,228
1992 19.1 50.7 30.2 60,161
1993 18.4 49.7 31.9 61,359
1994 18.3 50.7 31.0 63,159
1995 18.1 48.2 33.7 65,254
1996 16.4 48.3 35.3 66,536
1997 15.9 48.4 35.7 66,703
1998 15.6 49.7 34.6 63,803
1999 17.5 50.1 324 65,748
2000 19.3 49.9 30.8 67,072
2001 20.4 51.0 28.6 65,727
2002 20.3 50.8 28.9 63,460
2003 20.3 53.4 26.3 63,505
2004 16.3 54.3 29.4 66,947
2005% 14.8 58.2 27.0 65,705
2006° 14.6 59.7 25.6 68,478
2007° 13.8 62.0 24.2 70,439

Note: Students who were discharged from the school system are not in the above results.

a Beginning with the Class of 2004, dropout statistics reflect students who dropped out by June
30th of their fourth year. The reduction in dropout rates is, in part, due to a recent DOE policy
requiring planning interviews for students above compulsory school age before schools are
permitted to discharge them to dropout status. The interview process may delay many students
from dropping out until their fifth, sixth, or seventh years, and those students will be captured when
the DOE calculates final seven-year statistics for the Class of 2006; however, many students may
remain enrolled in high school and graduate.

Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Table 8

Comparison of Event Dropout Rates in the Last Eight School Years

First Time Event Dropout
School Year Register Dropouts Rate
2006-2007 320,047 19,106 6.0
2005-2006 318,763 21,929 6.9
2004-2005 322,404 21,432 6.6°
2003-2004 317,268 19,982 6.3°
2002-2003 309,919 31,899 10.3°
2001-2002 302,368 33,865 11.2°
(adjusted)
2001-2002 302,368 21,903 7.2
2000-2001 297,932 29,868 7.0
1999-2000 304,589 20,416 6.7

@ The DOE changed its policy and required exit interviews for some "over 17" dropouts. This policy change
reduced our dropout rate in this year and in subsequent years.

® The increase in event dropout rates for 2002-2003 reflects differences in reporting procedures required by
the New York State Education Department due to changes in decision rules for counting dropouts and for
reflecting students' status as of June 30th of the reporting year rather than as of the fall the following year.
For the purposes of comparison, dropout rates for 2001-2002 were recalculated using the same
methodology as in 2002-2003.
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APPENDIX A

NEW YORK STATE DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
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New York State Diploma Requirements (Regents Exams)

Diploma Requirements

Regents Diploma with

Class of

Local Diploma*

Diploma Regents-Endorsed

Regents-Endorsed Diploma
with Honors

Regents Diploma with
Advanced Designation

Advanced Designation with
Honors

2007 (Entering 9th grade in 2003)
2006 (Entering 9th grade in 2002)
2005 (Entering 9th grade in 2001)

Scoring 55-64 on 5 Regents (English,
Math, Global History & Geography,US
History & Government, and Science)

Score 65 or above on 5 Regents (English,
Math, Global History & Geography, US History|

& Government, and Science)

NA

Score 65 or above on 8
Regents

Earn a Regents Diploma with
Advanced Designation and

achieve an average of 90 percent
on all Regents examinations

2004 (Entering 9th grade in 2000)

Scoring 55-64 on 5 Regents (English,
Math, Global History & Geography,US
History & Government, and Science)

2003 (Entering 9th grade in 1999)

Scoring 55-64 on 5 Regents (English,
Math, Global History & Geography,US
History & Government, and Science)

2002 (Entering 9th grade in 1998)

Scoring 55-64 on 4 Regents (English,
Math, Global History & Geography, and
US History & Government)

2001 (Entering 9th grade in 1997)

Scoring 55-64 on 2 Regents (English
and Math)

2000 (Entering 9th grade in 1996)

Scoring 55-64 on 1 Regents (English)

1999 and Prior Years

0 Regents and 6 Regents Compentency|
Tests in Reading, Writing, Math, Global,

and US History, and Science

Scoring 65 or above on 8 Regents (English,
Math, 2nd Math, Global History & Geography,
US History & Government, Science, 2nd

Science, and Second Language)

Score an average of 90 on 8
Regents (English, Math, 2nd
Math, Global History &
Geography, US History &
Government, Science, 2nd
Science, and Second
Language)

NA

NA

*The local diploma will not be available to general-education students who enter grade 9 in the 2005-06 school year and thereafter. Students entering grade 9 in 2005-06 must score 65 or higher
on all five required Regents examinations to satisfy the testing requirements for a Regents diploma.
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APPENDIX B

SCHOOL-LEVEL ANALYSES FOR THE CLASS OF 2007

Number of Students
Percent of Students

NOTE: In the following summary tables, school completion outcomes for
schools with fewer than 20 students are not presented.The outcomes
are presented in district and city totals. As a result, the totals are larger
than the sum of the school-level data.
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Four-Year Outcomes (Number of Students)
for the Class of 2007, by School and District,
Including August 2007 Graduates

Number of Students Who:

School Name Still-Enrolled |Dropped Out |Graduated |Total N |Other Disch

BARD HIGH SCHOOL EARLY COLLEGE 4 0 124 128 13
CASCADES HIGH SCHOOL FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 58 4 39| 101 4
EAST SIDE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 15 8 51 74 10
LOWER EAST SIDE PREPARATORY HIGH SCHOOL 55 36 89| 180 49
MARTA VALLE SECONDARY SCHOOL 18 15 34 67 14
NEW EXPLORATIONS INTO SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY AND MATH 1 0 57 58 5
UNIVERSITY NEIGHBORHOOD HIGH SCHOOL 12 10 66 88 18
District 1 167 74 460] 701 114
Citywide 17035 9753 43651| 70439 18524
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Four-Year Outcomes (Number of Students)
for the Class of 2007, by School and District,
Including August 2007 Graduates

Number of Students Who:

School Name Still-Enrolled |Dropped Out |Graduated |Total N |Other Disch

ART AND DESIGN HIGH SCHOOL 88 13 209] 310 54
BARUCH COLLEGE CAMPUS HIGH SCHOOL 2 0 92 94 8
BAYARD RUSTIN EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX 169 78 148 395 188
CHELSEA CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION HIGH SCHOOL 46 33 83| 162 35
CITY AS SCHOOL 180 0 134 314 31
COALITION SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 18 9 56 83 16
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT / UPPER EAST SIDE H.S. 0 0 117 117 18
HARVEY MILK HIGH SCHOOL 22 16 9 47 4
HEALTH PROFESSIONS & HUMAN SERVICES HIGH SCHOOL 63 4 203| 270 97
HIGH SCHOOL FOR DUAL LANGUAGE & ASIAN STUDIES 12 1 41 54 15
HIGH SCHOOL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 45 13 243| 301 82
HIGH SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND FINANCE 13 12 100] 125 48
HIGH SCHOOL OF GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION ARTS 115 74 123 312 111
HUMANITIES PREPARATORY ACADEMY 16 3 35 54 2
INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 107 43 55] 205 8
INSTITUTE FOR COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION 10 2 58 70 11
JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS HIGH SCHOOL 37 12 99| 148 23
LANDMARK HIGH SCHOOL 14 15 47 76 13
LEADERSHIP/PUBLIC SERVICE HIGH SCHOOL 26 25 110f 161 35
LEGACY SCHOOL FOR INTEGRATED STUDIES 25 10 33 68 15
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMY FOR NEWCOMERS 27 77 68[ 172 61
LIFE SCIENCES SECONDARY SCHOOL 9 10 90| 109 32
MANHATTAN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL 25 6 60 91 28
MANHATTAN COMPREHENSIVE NIGHT AND DAY HIGH SCHOOL 51 27 36| 114 6
MANHATTAN INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 27 56 88 19
MANHATTAN VILLAGE ACADEMY 8 80 92 11
MILLENIUM H.S. / TRIBECA H.S. 8 100 108 14
MURRY BERGTRAUM HIGH SCHOOL FOR BUSINESS CAREERS 106 70 319] 495 129
NEW DESIGN HS 13 5 60 78 11
NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL REPERTORY COMPANY 3 1 30 34 4
NORMAN THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL 147 100 225| 472 121
NYC LAB HS FOR COLLABORATIVE STUDIES 2 0 101] 103 12
NYC MUSEUM SCHOOL 13 1 40 54 19
PROFESSIONAL PERFORMING ARTS HIGH SCHOOL 6 0 70 76 20
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Four-Year Outcomes (Number of Students)
for the Class of 2007, by School and District,
Including August 2007 Graduates

Number of Students Who:

School Name Still-Enrolled |Dropped Out |Graduated |Total N |Other Disch

RICHARD R. GREEN HIGH SCHOOL OF TEACHING 38 19 95| 152 48
SCHOOL FOR THE PHYSICAL CITY HIGH SCHOOL 20 11 17 48 16
SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE HIGH SCHOOL 0 85 89 14
STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL 1 683| 690 33
TALENT UNLIMITED HIGH SCHOOL 1 124 131 31
THE HIGH SCHOOL OF FASHION INDUSTRIES 20 15 287] 322 43
THE JAMES BALDWIN SCHOOL: A SCHOOL FOR EXPEDITIONA 8 1 15 24 4
UNITY CENTER FOR URBAN TECHNOLOGIES 13 4 15 32 10
URBAN ACADEMY LABORATORY HIGH SCHOOL 17 0 10 27 5
VANGUARD HIGH SCHOOL 16 4 42 62 28
WASHINGTON IRVING HIGH SCHOOL 188 106 298| 592 195
District 2 1813 845 5013| 7671 1743
Citywide 17035 9753 43651| 70439 18524

32




Four-Year Outcomes (Number of Students)
for the Class of 2007, by School and District,
Including August 2007 Graduates

Number of Students Who:

School Name Still-Enrolled |Dropped Out |Graduated |Total N |Other Disch

BEACON HIGH SCHOOL 20 3 212 235 53
EDWARD A. REYNOLDS WEST SIDE HIGH SCHOOL 109 52 119] 280 26
FIORELLO H. LAGUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL OF MUSIC & ART A 9 1 528| 538 56
FREDERICK DOUGLASS ACADEMY Il SECONDARY SCHOOL 3 0 23 26 1
HIGH SCHOOL FOR LAW ADVOCACY AND COMMUNITY JUSTIC 46 21 60| 127 51
HIGH SCHOOL OF ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY 32 23 87| 142 38
LOUIS D. BRANDEIS HIGH SCHOOL 227 147 254| 628 248
MANHATTAN/HUNTER SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL 6 1 75 82 12
WADLEIGH SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR THE PERFORMING & VIS 20 6 120| 146 41
District 3 474 255 1478| 2207 527
Citywide 17035 9753 43651| 70439 18524
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Four-Year Outcomes (Number of Students)
for the Class of 2007, by School and District,
Including August 2007 Graduates

Number of Students Who:

School Name Still-Enrolled |Dropped Out |Graduated |Total N |Other Disch

ACADEMY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SECONDARY SCHOOL 22 3 44 69 15
CENTRAL PARK EAST SECONDARY HIGH SCHOOL 17 10 32 59 17
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